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Wootton News Editorial Notes 
Wootton News is overseen by an Editorial subgroup of the Parish Council. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this newsletter 

is accurate, the Parish Council accept no responsibility for any errors or omissions. It should be noted that articles written by individuals do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Council. Please send all articles to the Wootton News Editor (gareth.t.lloyd@googlemail.com) by the copydate. 

Advertisements are usually half page (£25 black & white, £40 Colour). If you wish to advertise then please send your details to the Editor 

(gareth.t.lloyd@googlemail.com) .  The advertisements are taken in good faith, and we cannot accept any responsibility for bad service or workmanship 

received. 

A pdf copy of the Wootton News can be found at the bottom of the Parish council’s home page (http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/) 

Front Cover 

Picture supplied by performer who will be appearing at this years Fun day. 

We are always looking for new pictures to go into the Wootton News. Please send your pictures to: WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/WoottonParishCouncilBedfordshire 

Wootton News 

 Next issue September 2015 

 Copydate 1st August 2015 

If you have any comments or 

opinions on how to improve the 

Wootton News, please sent them 

to Sue Playford (Parish Clerk)  

WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com 

or call on 07531 930 788. 

Editor in Chief - Sue Playford 

Editor - Gareth Lloyd 

Graphic Design - Artistic Layout 

ArtisticLayout@gmail.com 

Printer - Copykatz Ltd. 36 Singer 

Way, Woburn Road Ind. 

Est., Kempston                                 

info@trycopykatz.com 

mailto:gareth.t.lloyd@googlemail.com
mailto:gareth.t.lloyd@googlemail.com
http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/
mailto:WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com
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A new term - a new council.  OK so most of the 
councillors are the same hard working volunteers!  I 
would like to thank Dee Dillistone for all the work she 
has done for the council and the village and welcome 
Peter Bennett from Studley Road to the parish council.  
I look forward to working with Peter and the team over 
the coming months.  At present we have two vacancies, 
so if anyone is interested in learning more about the 
parish council and what is involved in being a parish 
councillor, please let the clerk know. 

The aim of the parish council is to represent the people 
of the village.  To do this we need YOU the residents of 
Wootton to help us.   

What new facilities does the village need? 

What should be improved? 

If the parish council has the powers to take something 
forward it can – if there is enough village support.  If it 

doesn’t have the powers, it can lobby other organisations – again if there is enough support.   

That support can be in a number of ways – a petition is one example.  The skate park started 
with a petition and was followed by consultation evenings open to everyone.  Feedback from 
those evenings was then considered and a decision made – this can work for other potential 
projects.  We always need volunteers to work with us – collecting ideas and signatures for 
example.  So far, road safety and speeding are giving people concern, but to move anything 
forward we need your help.  If you can, please let the clerk know. 

The regeneration project at Keeley End Pond is now underway. The parish council is working 
with the lower school and the aim is to design and plant an area that will attract a variety of 
British wildlife. This is not a quick project and we will be working on this over the next year or 
two. 

Within the next 12 months we should see development starting at Fields Road South and 
opposite the Upper School.  I am hoping the double-mini roundabout and pedestrian crossing 
at Fields Road, Bedford Road, Cranfield Road and Church Road will also start this year. 

I would like to remind everyone that on Saturday 11 July, the Annual Fun Day will be on the 
recreational ground from 12 noon.  As well as the usual stalls, music and games we are also 
having live music from 4pm until 9pm – please check the centre page for more information. 

Finally we do receive calls from parishioners about anti-social behaviour, noise and dogs on 
the recreational ground. These crimes should be reported, but to the correct authority.   

Wootton Parish 
Council Chairman’s 

Gareth Lloyd - Chairman 

 

Only by working together can we make Wootton a great place. 
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If you See it, Hear it, Report it! 

Police non-emergency number - 101  

Fly tipping - 01234 267422 

Anti-Social behaviour - 01234 276037 and 101 

Noise complaints - 01234 227266 

Dog fouling/on the recreation ground - 01234 718060 

Twenty one years ago, a challenge was sent out to villagers to make a quilted wall hanging to 
represent their village. As a result the "Wootton" quilt, which now hangs in the library, was 
made. After the competition some of the participants decided to continue working together, 
and so Acorn Quilters was born. On Friday March 20th, the staff at the library laid on a cream 
tea to celebrate the twenty first birthday of the quilt, for which we are very grateful. We are 
now open to any craft, not just quilting. Interested? Then come along on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 8pm, to the Memorial Hall.   
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Wootton Baptist Church 
What a wonderful spring we have had and 
how brilliant and colourful the flowers and 
trees have been this year.  Yes, we have been 
short of rain, and the gardeners have 
bemoaned the shortage to make the small 
seeds germinate.  But there is always a 
harvest.  Fortunately we can’t control the 
weather.  I sympathise with the dairy farmers 
who have seen the grass growing late this year 
and the price of milk at rock bottom.  We shall 
never live in a fair and equitable world. 

All the excitement of the general election will be over by the time you read this.  I don’t know 
what the new government will be like, or which parties will have power, but I am aware of 
what the Bible says about power and authority in this world.  In the Bible in Proverbs 16: verse 
33, in the Message edition, it says, ‘Make your motions and cast your votes, but God has the 
final say.’ 

In another place, Romans 13: 1 it says, Let every person be loyally subject to the governing 
authorities.  For there is no authority except from God.  Have you ever thought about that? 

No doubt many people will be disappointed with the result of the Elections, but that’s the 
system we use to appoint our government, be it national or local.  The alternative doesn’t bear 
thinking about. 

As summer gets nearer and we think of our holidays, we should thank God for allowing us to 
live in one of the world’s richest countries.  God has really blessed this country over the 
centuries.  When we look at what is happening in some parts of the world, we can see why 
people want to move to Europe to get better living conditions and to live without fear of 
persecution and worse.  Think how many lives have been lost in the Mediterranean Sea of 
people searching for a better life.  With so much wealth and luxury in this country, I wonder 
why so many people are turning away from God.  Why are so many churches poorly attended 
and some closing? Thankfully all the churches in Wootton seem to be well attended and doing 
what Jesus told them to do, ‘Go into all the world and preach the Gospel.’  This is good news, 
and where there is good news, there must also be bad news, and that is that God will judge all 
evil and unbelief as the Bible says in Romans Chapter two.  It’s worth a read. 

We wish you all God’s blessing as the Summer comes, and again invite you to the Church 
where you will find a welcome. 

Rob Stanton. 

For the deacons. 

Our services are at 10.30am and 6.00pm each Sunday, with Mid Week meetings.  Coffee 
Mornings are on Tuesdays from 10am to Mid-day.  All the meetings are open to everybody.  
Look at our web site: woottonbaptistchurch.org.uk   
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Wootton Village Hall belongs to the villagers. We have many things going on in it; Bowles, 
Art, Dog Training, Drama Group for all ages. Karate. Dance, Pilates, Mini Strikers, Children’s 
Parties up to 11 years old. Blood Donors Sessions three times a year, Sawing class in June. 
Summer Play Scheme in the school holidays. Wedding receptions. This hall can do with 
more support on the Committee. We meet 3 times a year please help to keep this hall 
open. Jenny Lambert 767488  

Halls for Hire 
 

Village Hall, Church Road . 

Children's party's up to 11yr old, plenty of room 

and open space out the back, a great hall to hire 

for parties. Also there is a small committee room 

to use for meeting. Contact Jenny Lambert 01234 

767488.  

Wootton Scout Hut  

Children's Parties, Birthdays, Weddings, Meetings for 
individuals or groups. The hall is suitable for up to 80 
people and has a kitchen with serving hatch, toilets, 
plenty of parking, garden and use of tables and chairs. 

The fee to hire is £10 an hour and there are discounts 
available for people linked with the group or regular 
bookings. For more information or to book the hall 
please contact Vicky on 01234 311386 or 07872316948. 

Memorial Hall, Bedford Road 

Hall available for parties and meetings .  
The hall has a kitchen with serving hatch, 
toilets and use of tables and chairs. 

For more information please contact Naomi 
on 07722 876252 or 
NaomiGroves@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

Village Hall committee members wanted 
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I’m pleased to say we had a very successful Annual Parish Meeting 
this year (1st April) with lots of village and local organisations 
attending.  Thank you to all who did – it was very interesting to 
learn what had taken place over the previous 12 months and plans 
for the next 12.  This meeting is open to all and a great 
opportunity to let people know what’s happening on their own 
doorstep.  Draft minutes and written reports are available on our 
website. 

The elections came and went.  At parish council level this was an 
uncontested election – 13 candidates put themselves forward.  
With 15 seats at stake, all were automatically elected.  The role of 
parish councillor is voluntary and all give of their time freely.  All 
members live within the village.  If you would like more 
information on what’s involved in grass-roots local government do 
please let me know.  There are 2 vacancies at present. 

I was asked some time ago to consider adding more information in 
the newsletter about projects and outstanding issues the parish 
council is either working on, or lobbying others about.  Good idea 
– that can be found elsewhere in the newsletter.  Apologies if 
anything has been missed at this stage – it’s a new concept and 
will be updated ahead of each edition. 

I have also received a number of phone calls and emails 
regarding incidents of anti-social behaviour which have 
taken place (mostly, but not all, within the recreation 
ground).  I’m happy to report these incidents to the police 
on 101 – but by the time I’m aware, those responsible are 
usually long gone.  PLEASE call it in too at the earliest 
opportunity – if there are patrols in the area they will 
attend.  I have been speaking with Inspector Russell 
Goldsmith (5493) about recent incidents and the police 
can issue a dispersal order – this gives officers and PCSO’s 
powers to arrest.  The more calls they receive, the greater 
the opportunity to stop this.  101 is the first number to 
call. 

Parish Clerk’s Report 

Sue Playford 

WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com  

07531 930 788. 

 

 

Office Location : - The Hub, Wootton New Life Methodist Church, Cause End Road, MK43 9DE 

Office Hours: - Monday morning 10-12 and Wednesday morning 10-12 (term time only) 

mailto:WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com
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Wootton Country Players present The Big Bad Musical  
by Alec Strum & Bill Francoeur.  

Wootton Country Players have been performing in Wootton and 
surrounding areas for over 30 years. We have usually presented 
three productions each year - plays, pantomimes and occasionally 
revues and old time musicals.  

Our next production is going to be The Big Bad Musical.   

A courtroom has never been more lively and fun than in The Big 
Bad Musical! The jury - your audience - must decide the outcome 
of the biggest trial ever in the fairy-tale world! The notorious Big 
Bad Wolf is being slapped with a class- action lawsuit by storybooks of quirky characters who 
want to get even: Little Red Riding Hood, her grandmother, the three little pigs and the 
shepherd in charge of the boy who cried wolf. With Sydney Grimm as the commentator on live 
Court TV, the two greatest legal minds in the Enchanted Forest - the evil stepmother and the 
fairy godmother - clash in a trial that will be remembered forever after.  

Performance dates are Friday 11th September and Saturday 12th September. 

More information and tickets can be purchased online (http://www.countryplayers.org.uk/CP)  
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St. Mary’s Playgroup, Established 1967 

St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Road, Wootton, Beds MK43 
9HB 

Tel: 01234 767158 

We have been really busy this last term; we have welcomed lots 
of new children at St Mary’s.  We have attended church for our 
Easter service, made lots of Easter arts and crafts, learned about 

Chinese New Year, celebrated St Patrick and St George’s Day, learned about Bears and enjoyed 
our new outdoor ‘mud kitchen’ which is sited under our trees, it comes complete with decking, 
guttering, tyres and willow rockers.  We have also now planted our potatoes which we will 
harvest in July and will then cook to have with our leaver’s lunch  

We always look forward to our summer term at St Mary’s Playgroup, which is always the 
loveliest, with picnic lunches and snacks under our beautiful trees in the garden and toys and 
games on the grass.  We look forward to our ‘Family Sports Day’, our ‘Pirates Adventure Day’ 
and at the end of term our End of Year and Farewell Party.  

 This summer term also brings with it a glorious silver celebration, 
with both Mary Bell and Tracey Kerins notching up 25 years at St 
Mary’s Playgroup.  They have seen hundreds of children pass through 
Playgroup’s door and helped nurture them as they embark upon their 
learning journey.  To celebrate this momentous occasion and to thank 
Mary and Tracey for all their hard work and dedication we at St 
Mary’s will be having a tea party with the children currently at St 
Mary’s.  

Sadly a number of children are leaving us at the end of the term to go 
on to ‘big school’.  Everyone at St Mary’s will miss them and wishes 
them all the very best of luck and hope they enjoy the next stage in 
their education.  

General  

St Mary’s Playgroup operates from the Church Hall and has been serving the local community 
since 1967.  The Playgroup is a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance. We are staffed by 
fully qualified play leaders. We can take preschool children from 2 years upwards. We accept 
childcare vouchers and can apply for nursery education grant funding for 3 and 4 year olds.  

If you would like to put your child's name down for a playgroup place, or require any further 
information please phone Mary or Tracey on 01234 767158. Alternatively you can call in to 
pick up an enrolment form.   

Term time opening hours:                                                                                                                                                   

 Monday 09:00-12:45  

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 09:00-15:00 
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Tuesday music at the Cock 
Old singer songwriters and old spent rockers who forget their words and often play bum 
chords in public have a sort of ideal dream they wake up to - that all they have to do is walk 
down to their local where there is a decent pint meet up with players and singers of all ages 
and music types and perform together with no fear of boos  till they can just roll home - and 
get the odd clap in the bargain. 

the dream is realised for me in the Cock Wootton Tuesdays. An evening started from pub 
closures at Wootton and Cranfield - and no home to play. Just a few of us in the small bar - 
no amps or mics - just ourselves and whatever we could remember. Joined over the years by 
a few hardy long suffering locals and with some evenings no one else but one - this evening 
has now built into a permanence that defies description.  

We never know who is going to come in what they are going to o or play and how we are all 
going to fit in.  

In the last few weeks this lovely session has at last moved into the main bar - a bit bigger 
and added a few amps and mics to make what is now an open mic.  

it is an old mans dream - and quite a few other old men and women - together with the new 
young join it. 

Come along Mike Carter Jones 
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WOOTTON GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME 
 
July 11 2015 This date should be underlined In your diary or 
calendar, WHY? This is the day that our volunteers reverse 
their role rather than helping others they will be seeking your 
help to raise funds for future assistance to members of the 
parish who seek it. 
 
You will find this happening at THE VILLAGE FUN DAY where 
we will have a stall and look forward to meeting you there 

where you will be able to purchase goods etc to help our fund raising and all with a smile 
and very warm welcome from those behind counter. 
 
We continue to provide our services to those who seek it and it is we are told one of the 
most active in the county for aiding residents to visit doctors, the hospital, shopping and 
befriending. 
 
However, we are looking for volunteers to assist on weekdays mainly for the morning but 
also need help for the afternoons, please help if you can. 
 
Lastly may I thank all of our volunteers for their unselfish work during the past year. 
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Dates for your diary 
10th Jun 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

10th Jun 2015   Full Council      7.30pm 

 

24th Jun 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

24th Jun 2015   Leisure & Amenities     7.30pm 

24th Jun 2015   Finance & General Purposes   8.00pm 

 

8th Jul 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

8th Jul 2015   Full Council      7.30pm 

 

29th Jul 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

29th Jul 2015   Leisure & Amenities     7.30pm 

29th Jul 2015   Finance & General Purposes   8.00pm 

 

5th Aug 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

5th Aug 2015   Full Council      7.30pm 

 

26th Aug 2015   Planning & Environment    7.00pm 

26th Aug 2015   Leisure & Amenities     7.30pm 

26th Aug 2015   Finance & General Purposes   8.00pm 
 

Please check noticeboards and the Parish Council website for any changes to timings and/or 
cancellations.    (http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/noticeboard)         

Wootton Women’s Institute 
With the latest news from the Royal Family about the birth of Princess Charlotte, it’s rather 
appropriate that our speaker on 20th May, Jenny Moody, is talking about her brushes with 
fame, royalty and fortune! 

 Working as a wildlife illustrator should be a fascinating subject for all interested in nature and 
art.  Our speaker, Ian Jackson on 17th June, will tell us all about his work. 

 Our speaker, Sue Edwards, on 15th July, pays us a welcome return visit.  Sue is an expert in 
many fields particularly the hidden meanings in paintings and continues the royal theme on 
the fascinating Empress Elisabeth of Austria.  Do try and come along. 

 Preparations have already commenced on our Craft Fair which will be held on 29th November 
- please save this date in your diaries. 

 Don’t forget, we are always happy to welcome visitors at The Memorial Hall, Wootton when 
we meet on the third Wednesday of each month.  The cost is £3.50 to include refreshments - 
come along and join in the fun! 
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Outstanding Parish Council issues and projects 

 

 

Item Location Deadline Any other information 

Bus stop issues Church Road May 2015 Safety concerns over the amount of upper school children boarding the bus along Church Road 

are being addressed – Wootton Parish Council (WPC) is working with Stagecoach, Bedford 

Borough Council (BBC) and the upper school to resolve. 

Keeley End Pond Bedford Road/Keeley 

Lane 

2016 WPC is working with the lower school to regenerate the area – to include the addition of plants 

and shelter to attract a variety of wildlife. 

Local Plan 2032 Throughout the village Ongoing WPC has stated it DOES NOT wish any further development to take place within the village. 

No further communications received from BBC. 

Lorraine Road green Lorraine Road June 2015 WPC has historically cut the grass at this site although it is an asset owned by BBC.  BBC 

have responsibility for trees on site and WPC is negotiating a sum of money from BBC to 

cover the cost of continued grass cutting. 

Overgrown hedge, 

damaged fencing, ash 

tree and missing drain 

cover 

Behind Lorraine Road June 2015 BBC has replaced the missing drain cover.  They also have responsibility for the footpath but 

discussions remain ongoing as to who is responsible for the fencing and the ash tree (be it 

BBC or The Crown Estate as landowners on the other side). 

Parking issues Manor Road Ongoing Working with BPHA and residents of Manor road to create extra parking spaces. 

Parking restrictions Several sites within the 

village 

June 2015 WPC was consulted on BBC’s proposals for parking restrictions at several sites and has 

commented on all.  BBC has received several complaints and is currently reconsidering 

options. 

Roads and footpaths Throughout the village Ongoing WPC initially requested BBC to consider a rolling programme of repairs to ALL roads and 

footpaths – this was not taken forward.  WPC reports potholes and footpaths needing remedial 

works as necessary and encourages residents to do the same. 

Street lights Throughout the village Ongoing WPC only has responsibility for 36 columns within the village – the rest are the responsibility 

of BBC.  WPC is replacing 2 at Hall End and 3 at Potters Cross showing signs of corrosion 

and is currently investigating the possibility of BBC taking over responsibility for them all. 

Traffic Management 

Issues 

Throughout the village Ongoing Double mini-roundabout proposed for Bedford/Church/Cranfield/Fields Road junction. 

Trees All cemeteries and 

recreation grounds 

June 2015 All trees for which WPC has responsibility are currently undergoing a visual inspection – 

repeated every 3-5 years. 
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 Jake's Day Presents is a local music festival that started as a 

memorial to Jake Andrew Cleverly, a young, local lad that lost a very short 
battle with an incredibly rare blood disorder. 

  Jake had TTP (Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura), a blood 
disorder that causes clots to form in small blood vessels around the body.  

Jake sadly passed away only 1 week after first seeing a doctor but, if it 
hadn’t been for Addenbrooke's and the phenomenal care that they 
provided, it's unlikely that he would have managed the week that he did. 

  Every year since Jake passed, the Cleverlys would hold an evening 
of food and drink at their house in remembrance of Jake. This has now escalated into two full days of live 
music, entertainment, stalls, attractions and entertainment for the whole family. 

  As of 2013 this has been done in full conjunction with Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust (ACT) and 
turned our little remembrance evening into a huge event that is only getting bigger. Last year we 
managed to present a cheque to ACT for £5,000. combine this with our first year and that total hits 
£7,500! 

This year’s event is set to be absolutely amazing. With over twenty bands and acts confirmed 
covering every genre imaginable, this is one not to be missed. On the 4th and 5th of July this year The Red 
Lion in Wilstead will be transformed from gentile village pub into the epicentre of live music and family 
fun. With everything from a barbeque to bouncy castle, beverages and brilliant people. Jake’s Day 
Presents is set to be the event of the summer.  

We cannot wait for you to join us... 

 

JDP Team  

www.jakesdaypresents.com 
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 FOOD & DRINK ATTRACTIONS ENTERTAINMENT 

BBQ 

Beer Garden 

Caribbean Food 

Ice Cream Van 

Popcorn 

Candy Floss 

Slush Puppies 

Cake Stalls 

Beer Raffle 

Fun Fair 

Pony Rides 

Archery 

Face painting 

Glitter Tattoos 

Paint Ball Alley 

Variety of stalls 

www.WoottonFunDay.co.uk 

Event program 

 Arena   Stage 

12:00 - 12:45 Stilt Walker  12:45 - 1:15 James Galbraith 

1:15 - 1:30 Steel Band  3:00 - 3:45 4 Strings 

1:30 - 1:45 PTFA Parade  4:15 - 5:00 The Keeleys 

1:45– 2:00 Lower School Tag Rugby  5:15 - 6:45 Boo Sells 

2:00 - 2:15 Fire Performer  7:00 - 7:30 Elvis Once More 

2:15 - 2:30 Steel Band  7:45 - 9:00 Tom Korni 

2:30 - 2:45  Lower School Tag Rugby    

2:45 - 3:00 Steel Band    

3:45 - 4:00 Bird of Prey    

4:00 - 4:15 Fire Performer    

5:00 - 5:15 Raffle Draw    

     

Please note that the program information is correct at the time of printing but may be subject to change without notice  

Live Music  
From 12:45pm - 9pm 

 Tom Korni - The One Boy Band, Tom's passion for music can take him from the 

streets of Cambridge and Bedford to the Stage at Silverstone Formula One. When 
he's not busking, Tom raises money for lots of charities, including: Chlidren with 
Cancer, Oxfam, Macmillan Nurses, East Anglian Air Ambulance and many others. 
Tom plays  the chords on the guitar as well as the bass riff, singing and playing 
drums with his feet. www.tomkorni.com 

 Boo Sells - Acoustic guitarist performs a range of cover songs from artists 

including Snow Patrol, Floyd, Hendrix, Coldplay, The Foos and more. 

 The Keeleys - A 4 piece local band performing their take on popular music  

 Steel Band 

 4 Strings - Something different as 4 string are a Ukuleles band that play Rock, 

Blues, Soul, Folk and even Reggae from time to time. If you like Beatles to Bob 
Marley or Chas and Dave to Elo you will love this band. www.4string.net 

 Elvis once more - Mike Walsh has taken his Elvis act all over the UK, America 

and Europe and is Return to Graceland Champion 2014. He has the Elvis look, the 
sound and moves with sincerity and passion. Not to be missed.. 
Www.ElvisOnceMore.com 

 James Galbraith - James is an established singer and guitarist that has a passion 

for county music and plays a mix of country and rock classics. 
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 Boo Sells - Acoustic guitarist performs a range of cover songs from artists 

including Snow Patrol, Floyd, Hendrix, Coldplay, The Foos and more. 

 The Keeleys - A 4 piece local band performing their take on popular music  

 Steel Band 

 4 Strings - Something different as 4 string are a Ukuleles band that play Rock, 

Blues, Soul, Folk and even Reggae from time to time. If you like Beatles to Bob 
Marley or Chas and Dave to Elo you will love this band. www.4string.net 

 Elvis once more - Mike Walsh has taken his Elvis act all over the UK, America 

and Europe and is Return to Graceland Champion 2014. He has the Elvis look, the 
sound and moves with sincerity and passion. Not to be missed.. 
Www.ElvisOnceMore.com 

 James Galbraith - James is an established singer and guitarist that has a passion 

for county music and plays a mix of country and rock classics. 
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2nd Wootton Brownies 
We are looking for a new assistant leader to replace 
Tawny Owl and help run the unit with Brown Owl. 
We would like to think this would be a long term 
commitment ideally starting ASAP. There are no 
minimum/maximum age requirements, all that we 
ask is that you give the girls your all as that is what 
they deserve. We meet weekly on Wednesdays 5:00-
6:30. CRB and references required. Please contact 
Tina (Brown Owl) on 07949 579818 for more 
information. 

We also require someone for our accounts - this is 
open to anyone male/female at home, at work or retired, straightforward and easy to use 
spreadsheet. Please contact Tina on the above number. 

Library Corner - Heather, Library Manager 
Summer will soon be here! 

Summer Reading Challenge 2015 starts on Saturday 11th July 

Theme of Record Breakers 

We are looking for young people to volunteer to help with this. 

A good opportunity to have fun and gain some experience working with children. 

Ask at the library for more details. 

 

Rhymetime for babies and pre-school children takes place every Monday during term time 
between 2:50 and 3:10. 

Spot the dog will be visiting us on Monday 15th June. 

 

We have drop-in craft sessions on  

Wednesday 10th June from 3.30 until 5  

 Saturday 27th June from 10.30 until 12  

These are fun for all the family – why not come along! 

Thank you to everybody who entered our ‘Design an Easter Egg’ competition. 

We had a fantastic response.  

 

Breaking news – next local history talk is on Thursday 16th July at 7 pm. 

More details from the library.  

 

Wootton Library is open on Monday from 2-6, on Wednesday from 10-1 and 2-6, on Friday 
from 2-6 and on Saturday from 10-1. If you have any questions ring us on 01234 766061. 
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Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre 
The practice continues to grow steadily and we are fast approaching the 5,000 patient mark!  
This is very good news as the government seems to prefer larger practices who are able to 
offer a greater range of services to their patients. 

We are pleased to report another very successful year in terms of our clinical performance.  
We achieved 99.9% on the Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF), the system by which GP 
practices are assessed to ensure that they are providing good clinical care to their patients. 

We have also reduced the rates of inappropriate A&E and emergency attendances of our 
patients at hospital.  This is important as this also gives us an indication of the standard of care 
we offer and the fact that our patients are able to access our services rather than needing to 
use other services such as the hospital or Walk-in Centre.  These options should not be used 
when the practice is able to provide the services, as they are far more inconvenient and 
generally involve far longer waiting times.      

 

Staff News 

It has been sad to see the departures of Dr Richards and Dr Islam.  Dr Richards was finding it 
increasingly difficult to balance his responsibilities as the Chief Executive of the MK Urgent 
Care Centre with being a GP in a busy GP practice and decided to resign from the practice.  Dr 
Islam left to go to on a sabbatical to Australia.  We are hoping that he may re-join us when he 
returns to the UK. 

Rosemary, from the Admin team, decided to retire to enjoy her favourite pastime – playing 
golf and to spend more time with her family.  She will be sadly missed as she was one of our 
original Reception/Administration Team and, as such, was extremely popular with our 
patients.  We would like to wish Rosemary a long and happy retirement.  Rosemary has been 
replaced by Gayle.  

Many of you will know Karen, our HCA.  Karen left us at Christmas.  Those of you who knew 
her will remember her for her larger than life character so she too will be greatly missed.  
However, she is working for the Dermatology Service who run some clinics from the Centre 
and so, you may still be fortunate enough to see her around.  We have increased the nursing 
team with the addition of Kelly.  We hope that you will join us in welcoming Gayle and Kelly to 
the practice. 

 

Pre-Booked and Urgent Access Appointments 

Some patients will remember that, at the beginning of 2014, we changed our afternoon 
Urgent Access system.  Amongst the changes that were made the afternoon clinic changed 
from being one where our patients came in and were seen on a ‘sit and wait’ basis to one 
where they would be called back by a clinician.   

This has proved to be very successful and popular with our patients for the following reasons: 
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 It enabled us to offer a greater number of pre-
bookable appointments meaning that the waiting 
times, for these appointments decreased. 

 This urgent access system means that, if the issue 
can be dealt with on the phone (e.g. sick notes, 
prescriptions etc), then it saves them the time and 
inconvenience of having to come into the practice. 

 Should the clinician decide that you need to be 
seen and have to come into the practice then they 
can will give you an appointment there and then 
with the most appropriate clinician. 

We have found that, for these reasons, this system has 
worked better for our patients, the clinicians and the 
practice as a whole.  As a result, we have decided that, starting on 1st July 2015, we are going 
to extend this to the morning urgent access clinic. 

Therefore, after this date, if you have an urgent medical condition, you should phone the 
surgery, on the main number 01234 762500, rather than attending the practice in person.   

Patients should phone after 08:15am if they need to see a clinician urgently and leave: Their 
name; a contact number and; a brief description of the problem.  A clinician will call back later 
in the morning in order to assess your needs and determine the most appropriate course of 
action.  If appropriate you will be asked to attend the practice and given a time later in the 
day. 

 

SMS Text Service and Online Services 

We are pleased to announce that the SMS messaging service, that we advised was being 
introduced in the previous Wootton News, has proved to be very successful and popular with 
our patients.  This enables us to send out a text message the day before to remind you of your 
upcoming appointment.  This has had the effect that it has significantly reduced the number of 
people who do not attend their appointment.  This benefits us all, as it avoids wasting 
clinicians’ time and this, in turn, means that the waiting times for appointments are reduced. 

We are looking to expand the number of services for which we use SMS messaging for the 
benefit of our patients.  We are generally looking at increasing the number of online services 
available to you.   

New Bus 

We are delighted to announce, for those who are unaware, that there is a new bus service 
serving Wootton.  This is the number 53 and it goes right past the practice and even stops 
outside!  Even better still is that the service goes to both Bedford and Milton Keynes Hospitals!  
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Izzy, wizzy, let’s get Bizzy making learning fun! 

Summer Term began at Bizzy Bees with the topic of ‘baking’.  There were lots of interesting 
activities for our children to get “hand’s on” with ingredients and explore the process as well 
as using scales to weigh out various quantities and enjoy eating their own creations!  We made 
bread hedgehogs, mini muffins, chocolate crispie cakes and rock buns, to name but a few and 
great fun was had by the children as they made their own ‘playdough cakes’ in the home 
corner using all of their recently acquired skills. 

We celebrated St George’s Day by making shields and decorating biscuits.  We listened to the 
story of St George during circle time and were keen to investigate objects on a themed interest 
table.  As we moved into the month of May our theme was ‘growing’.  We placed broad beans 
in jam jars with kitchen roll so that we were able to look at the roots and shoots and planted 
lettuce and cress seeds that grew very quickly!  Children enjoyed setting pansies in our pretty 
Bizzy Bees garden to add a splash of spring colour.  We investigated a tray of lots of different 
sized pots and our role play corner was turned into a florist with lots of artistic talent on show! 

On Friday 13th March, Bizzy Bees was inspected by Ofsted and we were delighted to receive a 
‘good’ judgement.  Comments include ‘Children explore a wide range of activities under the 
supervision and guidance of staff who are skilled in developing their progress’, ‘Parents praise 
the pre-school and the valuable role it plays in the local community’, ‘There is a culture of 
mutual support among the longstanding team who use their new skills and ideas to bring 
about changes in practice for the benefit of children’ and ‘Children are acquiring the necessary 
skills to be ready for school’.  We will, of course, continue to reflect upon our practice to 
ensure that the best possible learning experience is offered to all the children in our care. 

The Easter Eggstravaganza fund raising event was once again a resounding success, raising 
over £200 and being very well attended by Bizzy Bees children old and new.  A big thank you to 
everybody who supported the event – great fun was had by all!! 

Bizzy Bees Pre-School offers term time only day care for children aged 2 years to school age.  
To find out more please visit our website at www.bizzybeespreschool.org, visit us at the 
Memorial Hall or telephone us on 01234 767785 for a prospectus. 

http://www.bizzybeespreschool.org


Page 27  

 



Page 28  

 



Page 29  

 

Sudoku 
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See it, Hear it, Report it! 

Abandoned Vehicle Bedford Borough Council Environmental Services 01234 718060 

Animal Fouling Bedford Borough Council Environmental Services 01234 718060 

Anti-Social Behaviour Police 101 

 Bedford Borough Council ASB hotline 01234 276037 

Barking dogs Bedford Borough Council Noise Coordinator 01234 718099 

Blocked drains and gullies Bedford Borough Council Highways  01234 718003 

Fly-tipping/Fly-posting Bedford Borough Council Environmental Services 01234 718060  

 (if on the public highway) 

 Parish Council 07531 930788 

 (Recreation ground, Memorial Hall play area, cemeteries) 

Grass cutting Parish Council 07531 930788 

 (not all areas are maintained by the Parish Council  

 the Clerk can advise further) 

Missed bin collection Bedford Borough Council Environmental Services 01234 718060 

 (Highways and household) 

 Parish Council 07531 930788

(Recreation ground, Memorial Hall play area, cemeteries) 

Pavements Bedford Borough Council Highways  01234 718003 

Pot Holes Bedford Borough Council Highways  01234 718003 

 

Street lighting The Parish Council has responsibility for some, but not all lighting 

columns within the parish and can forward information to the 

Borough Council as needed 07531 930788/01234 718003 

 

(For the majority of Bedford Borough Council issues, online 

forms can also be completed via their website page – visit:  

www.bedford.gov.uk.  

 

 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk
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The 55 club  
We meet on the last Wednesday each month in the Blue Cross football Club at 2.30 pm. Each 
month a speaker is arranged on a different and widely varied subject.  There are several 
groups running alongside such as a walking club, art club and a wine club.  Taking part in any 
these is entirely voluntary.  For example the walking group meet on the Tuesday following the 
monthly meeting.  The last walk, normally between 4 - 5 miles, was at the RSPB at Sandy with 
lunch afterwards. The art and wine group arrange their own timetable.  During the year 
several day trips and theatre are organised.  The speaker for May is titled "Highlands invasion 
of Bedford 1914/15 " and June the speaker is from "Butterfly conservation trust " Everyone is 
made very welcome so do just turn up. 

Wootton Village FC 
We formed Wootton Village FC in 2010 as, at the time, Wootton 
Rangers had no under 18 teams. Therefore we could provide a 
platform for young players from the age of 16 to carry on 
playing football. 

We play on Saturday afternoons at the rec. and, after spending 
our early seasons in the bottom division, we have gained 
promotion and this season finished in the top half of Division 2. 

We produce a match programme for all home games that features advertisements from local 
businesses as well as info about players etc. 

We currently have a squad with 80 per cent of the players between 16 and 23 and, also, 
mainly from the village, which is really good. 

We are a Charter Standard club, have qualified coaches, a great committee and a lot of 
interest and support from the village. I live and work in the village, as a postman, and am 
delighted about the progress of the club. 

If you are aged 16 or over and would like to play for the village team, and contribute to future 
success, please contact me on:  07872 917094 or dlnorman@btinternet.com 

Likewise, if you are a local business and would be interested in placing an advertisement in the 
programme please contact me on the above. 

We are having a charity game on the 6th June from 2.00 pm in the rec. if you would like to 
come and play or support – all welcome. 

Yours in sport, Graham Norman - Manager 

NB Pre-season training will start at the rec from 9th July on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 
7.15 pm – please come along and join us if you are interested.  

 

mailto:dlnorman@btinternet.com
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Contacts Directory 
Wootton Village Website 

http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk 
 

Parish Council Chairman 

Gareth Lloyd: 07808 391 204 
 

Parish Council Vice Chairman 

Malcolm Chalmers: 07864 295 520  
 

Parish Clerk 

Sue Playford: 07531 930 788 

3 Longden Close, Haynes, Bedfordshire, MK45 3PJ 

WoottonParishClerk@gmail.com 
 

Parish Councillors 

Claire Bennett: 07876 637 938 

Peter Bennett: 07817 442 942 

Bill Brady: 07767 013 222  

Gerald Bygraves:  07792 842 601 

Brian Doggrell:  767 445 

Naomi Groves: 07722 876 252 

Bill Hall: 852 299 

David Price: 07534 006 012 

Paul Quirk: 768 832 

Bob Wallace:  768 011 

John Wheeler: 07979 998 206 
 

Bedford Borough Councillor 

John Wheeler: 07979 998 206 
 

Hall Booking 

Memorial Hall Naomi Groves: 07722 876 252 

Scout Hall Mark Atkins 311 386 

Village Hall Jenny: 767 488 

Wootton Blue Cross Hall: 767 662 
 

Complex Booking 

Sue Playford: 07531 930 788 
 

Schools 

Wootton Upper: 767 123 

Holywell Middle: 750 381 

Marston Vale Middle: 768 224 

Wootton Lower School: 768 239 

Wootton Lower PTFA Contact School: 768 239 
 

Police  - HQ: 841 212 

               Beat Manager: 842 433 

Non emergency: 101 

Anti-Social Behaviour: 276 037 
 

Speed Watch Coordinator 

Bill Brady: 07767 013 222  
 

Good Neighbour Scheme  - 0771 777 0247 

Playgroups 

St Mary’s Mary: 767 158 

Bizzy Bees Maggie: 767 785 

 

St Mary’s Church 

Rev Peter Ackroyd: 768 391 

Church Hall: 767 158 

 

Wootton New Life Methodist Church 

Rev Caroline Weaver: 767 865 

 

Baptist Church 

Mr Rob Stanton: 766 293 

 

Roman Catholic Church 

Father Seamus Keenan: 352 569 

 

Doctor’s Surgeries 

Wootton Vale: 762 500 

Cranfield - High Street: 750 234 

Kempston - Cater Street: 849 090 

Kempston - King Street: 852 222 

Kempston - St Johns Street: 851 323 

NHS Direct: 0845 46 47 

 

Wootton  Facilities 

Pharmacy: 765 166 

Post Office: 768 368 

Library: 766 061 

 

Village Clubs and Organisations 

1st Wootton Rainbows - Elaine: 765 419 

Acorn Quilters - Dorothy: 409 566 

Badminton Monday -  Chris: 07740 939 109 

 Thursday - Freda: 270 638 

 Juniors - Colin: 270 283 

Beavers - Louise Ward: 07753 811 910 

Bowls - Monday - Keith: 768 149 

 Thursday - Rena: 768 012 

Brownies -  Tuesday - Denise: 314 030 

 Wednesday - Tina: 768 293 

Cubs - Christopher: 304 588 

Country Players - Wendy: 401 460 

Explorers - Kit: 07792 372 570 

Group Scout Leader - Kit: 07792 372 570 

Guides - Gill: 856 566 

‘55’ Club - Arthur: 768 405 

Patacake Baby/Toddlers - Chau: 07854 885 746 

Royal British Legion - Alec: 767 126 

Scouts - Dave: 07780 954 307  

Tang Soo Do - Andrew: 07748 653 220 

Wootton Golf Society - Pete: 07724 812 403 

Women’s Institute - Eileen: 768 235 

Wootton Rangers FC - Steve: 751 611 

Wootton Blue Cross: 767 662 
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Update from Wootton Village Agent 
Village Agents provide a free, confidential service and are here 
to help you with any issues you may have – large or small. We 

are funded by Bedford Borough Council.  

Calling all pensioners! Are you claiming all the benefits you are entitled to? Every year around 
£5.5 billion of benefits goes unclaimed by older people. In particular, many older people aren’t 
claiming Pension Credit, Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit. This could add up to 
thousands of pounds of unclaimed benefits individuals are missing out on every year.  Call 
Andrea if you think you may be entitled. Andrea can also help you complete Blue Badge and 
Attendance Allowance forms. 

Transport - We are currently working with the “Wheels in Motion” project to provide 
transport in rural areas. If you need help with transport, please give Andrea a call.  

We currently have 20 free security timers to give away to Wootton over 60s residents on a 
first come first served basis: 

Security Timers – These timers can be used to bring a light, TV or radio on & off throughout 
the day, to give the impression an empty home is occupied. This can help give you peace of 
mind when you are on holiday or in hospital. They have been kindly donated by Bedfordshire 
Police Partnership Trust. 

Please call Andrea, your Village Agent on  Freephone    0800 039 1234 

This is an answerphone service, so please leave your name address & telephone number, & we 
aim to call you back within 48 hours 
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Wootton Fun Day 

Saturday 11 July,  12 noon - 9pm. 

Enterta
inment fo

r th
e 

whole family 

Live Music 


