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              3 Longden Close 
 Haynes 

 Bedfordshire 
 MK45 3PJ 

 Tel: 07531 930788 
 Email:  Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk 

Website: Wootton-pc.gov.uk  
 

www.facebook.com/ 
WoottonParishCouncilBedfordshire 

 
              Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7pm at  

Wootton Community Centre, Harris Way, Wootton, MK43 9FZ. 
Agenda no Agenda item title Resolution Action Power 

Open 
Forum 

There were several members of the public present who wished to discuss and observe discussions on agenda item P25/204 (25/020685/M73 
– Wootton Upper School).   
There were no other members of the public or press present and so the meeting continued without adjournment.    

Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960, s1(1). 

Present Cllrs O’Dell (in the chair), Bygraves, Hensher, Lloyd, Lincoln and Noakes.   
In attendance: Cllr Wheeler. Cllr Wheeler is also Borough Councillor for Wootton and Kempston Rural.           

Absent (no 
apologies 
received) 

None. 

Agenda no Agenda item title Resolution Action Power 

P25/197 Apologies for absence. 
Cllr Randell.    
Sue Edgar Playford (Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial 
Officer) was not in attendance.   

Noted for the minutes. Clerk to keep on file. Local Government Act 1972, 
Part V, s85 (1+2) & 
Sch 12, Part VI, p40. 

P25/198 Disclosure of local and/or disclosable pecuniary interests. 
None. 

N/A. N/A. Localism Act 2011, Ch 7, s31. 

P25/199 To consider any dispensation requests received by the Clerk in 
relation to local and/or disclosable pecuniary interests, not 
previously recorded. 
No requests received. 

N/A. 
 

N/A. Localism Act 2011, Ch 7, s33. 

mailto:Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
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P25/200 Report from outside organisations – for information only. 
None. 

N/A. N/A. N/A. 

P25/201 List of correspondence received (copies of correspondence can be 
requested from the clerk) – for information only. 
None.  

N/A. N/A. N/A. 

P25/202 Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Members of the Planning Committee are asked to receive and adopt 
the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 29th 
October 2025.   

Resolved to receive and adopt.  
Proposed: Cllr Lincoln. 
Seconded: Cllr Noakes. 
Resolved by all present. 

Clerk to keep on file. 
 
 
 

Local Government Act 1972, 
Sch 12, Part VI, p41 (1). 

P25/203 Matters arising from the minutes – for information only.   
None. 

N/A.   N/A. 
 

N/A. 

P25/204 a)     Planning Applications – for resolution. 
25/02068/M73 – Wootton Upper School, Hall End Road.  New 
artificial pitch with fencing, floodlights, acoustic fence, erection 
of a pavilion with changing rooms, new car parking and 
revisions to existing access. Relocation of cricket nets and long-
jump pit, including variation of conditions: 3 and 12 attached to 
22/00522/MAF, to allow for extended hours of operation to 
9.30pm and to allow use of the pitch outside school term times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk received a communication 
from Wootton Upper School which 
was circulated ahead of this meeting 
(refer to Appendix One). 
 
The Clerk and members of this 
committee received a 
communication from residents of 
Wootton House, Church Road which 
was circulated ahead of this meeting 
(refer to Appendix Two).   
 
It was noted planning condition 4 
had not been implemented, agreed 
or managed, yet the facility was 
being used.  After detailed discission 
it was resolved NOT to object to the 
application, but to request the 
following planning conditions be 
implemented before the timings 
were changed: 
• A thorough investigation into light 

pollution affecting both sets of 

Clerk to take forward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town & Country Planning Act 
1990 & subsequent. 
 

https://publicaccess.bedford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=T49SOACUL9S00
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25/02098/FUL – Oak Cottage 6 Church Road.  Demolition of rear 
conservatory, construction of a single storey rear extension, 
replacement of French doors and windows, removal of shower 
room window and insertion of a roof window on the rear slope. 
 
25/02099/LBC – Oak Cottage 6 Church Road.  Demolition of rear 
conservatory, construction of a single storey rear extension, 
replacement of French doors and windows, removal of shower 
room window and insertion of a roof window on the rear slope. 
 
b) Planning Approvals (by Bedford Borough Council) – for 

information only. 
24/01596/FUL – 52 Elmsdale Road.  Non-Material Minor 
Amendments to add two rooflights to first floor extension. 
This council previously raised NO OBJECTION.   
 
25/01549/FUL – 1 Old School Gardens.  Garage conversion with 
external alterations.  
This council previously raised NO OBJECTION.   
 
25/01677/FUL – 6 Ellis Close.  Car port conversion with external 
alterations. 
This council previously raised AN OBJECTION. 

adjoining neighbours was 
required.   

• The existing lighting columns 
needed to be correctly angled to 
reduce light pollution.    

• Sensors were required to ensure 
lighting was extinguished when 
the facility was not in use.  

Proposed: Cllr Lloyd. 
Seconded: Cllr Bygraves. 
Resolved by majority vote. 
 
Resolved NO OBJECTION. 
Proposed: Cllr Noakes. 
Seconded: Cllr Bygraves. 
Resolved by all present. 
 
Resolved NO OBJECTION. 
Proposed: Cllr Noakes. 
Seconded: Cllr Bygraves. 
Resolved by all present. 
 
 
 
No further comments received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to keep on file. 

https://publicaccess.bedford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=T4JF7PCULWH00
https://publicaccess.bedford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=T4JF7QCULWI00
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25/01696/LDP – 5 Hutchings Close.  Single storey rear extension.  
Certificate to confirm that the details submitted do not require 
planning permission. 
This council was not previously consulted on this application. 
 
25/01754/TCA – 25a Church Road.  T1 – Conifer – Fell.   
This council was not previously consulted on this application. 
 
c) Planning Applications withdrawn (notified by Bedford 

Borough Council) – for information only. 
None. 
 
d) Planning Refusals (by Bedford Borough Council) – for 

information only. 
None. 
 
e) Planning (other – including Bedford Borough Council and 

the Secretary of State). 
None. 

P25/205 To request above application(s) be considered by the Full 
Planning Committee of Bedford Borough Council. 

Resolved planning application 
25/02068/M73 – Wootton Upper 
School, Hall End Road be called in for 
consideration by the Full Planning 
Committee of Bedford Borough 
Council by BBCllr Wheeler. 
Proposed: Cllr Lincoln. 
Seconded: Cllr Hensher. 
Resolved by all present. 

Clerk to take forward. Town & Country Planning Act 
1990 & subsequent. 

P25/206 To consider representation of the Council at the Full Planning 
Committee meeting of Bedford Borough Council discussing the 
above application(s). 

Resolved Cllr O’Dell would represent 
the parish council at the Full Planning 
Committee meeting of Bedford 
Borough Council.  
Proposed: Cllr Lincoln. 
Seconded: Cllr Hensher. 
Resolved by all present.  

Clerk and BBCllr Wheeler 
to take forward. 

Town & Country Planning Act 
1990 & subsequent. 

https://publicaccess.bedford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=T49SOACUL9S00
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Meeting closed at 7.51pm.   
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Letter of Representation – Wootton Upper School 

 
Dear Members of the Council, 
 
The 4G sports facility at Wootton Upper School was completed and commissioned in November 2024, in full 
accordance with the granted planning approval. This process was supported by a number of specialist reports, 
including environmental, acoustic, and lighting assessments, ensuring that all planning conditions were properly 
considered and addressed. 
 
Since the facility has become operational, we have identified some disparities between two of the planning conditions 
issued by the Planning Department. These specifically relate to the hours of operation permitted during term time and 
those permitted during school holidays. 
 
Our current application seeks to standardise and align these operating hours, extending the permitted hours of use 
during school holidays to match those during term time. This adjustment is intended to resolve the inconsistency 
between the planning conditions and the Community Use Agreement. The facility was designed and funded as a 
community asset, and the current restrictions unintentionally limit the community’s ability to benefit from it during 
school holiday periods. 
 
We have also been made aware, through communication with some of our neighbours, of concerns regarding light 
glare from the facility onto nearby properties. In response, during the spring we instructed our contractor to measure 
the lighting levels within the 4G boundary and to make the necessary adjustments to ensure compliance with the 
approved lighting specifications. 
 
We recognised that further testing would be most effective during the darker months and therefore arranged for the 
contractor to carry out light level assessments on neighbouring land during the week commencing 3rd November 
2025. We are currently awaiting their report. Should the findings indicate any inconsistencies between the planning 
conditions and the on-site reality, we will ensure that additional mitigation work is undertaken promptly to address 
these. 
 
We remain in ongoing contact with both the Bedford Borough Council Planning Department and the Environmental 
Health Officer, and we are committed to working collaboratively with them and with our neighbours to resolve any 
outstanding issues. Our goal is to ensure that the 4G facility can continue to be enjoyed safely and responsibly by the 
school and the wider community, while maintaining good relations with all residents in the surrounding area. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. We appreciate the opportunity to present this matter to you and wish to 
assure the Council of our continued commitment to compliance, transparency, and community partnership. 
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