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Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2016 at 7pm in The Memorial Hall, 

Bedford Road, Wootton. 

Open 

Forum 

There was one member of the public present (Malcolm Chalmers who recently resigned as a parish councillor) who wished to observe the 

meeting.  There were no other members of the public or press present and so the meeting continued without adjournment.  

 

Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meetings) Act 1960, s1(1). 

Present Cllrs Quirk (in the Chair), Doggrell, Lloyd, Noakes and Wheeler.  Cllr Wheeler is also the Borough Councillor for Wootton.   

In Attendance: Sue Playford (Clerk).   

Absent (no 

apologies 

received) 

None. 

Agenda no Agenda item title Resolution Action Power 

P16/298 Apologies for absence. 

None.   

N/A. N/A. Local Government Act 1972, 

s85 (1) & Sch 12, Part VI, p40. 

P16/299 Disclosure of local and/or disclosable pecuniary interests. 

None. 

N/A. N/A. Localism Act 2011, Ch 7, s31. 

P16/300 To consider any dispensation requests received by the Clerk in relation 

to local and/or disclosable pecuniary interests, not previously  

recorded. 

N/A. N/A. Localism Act 2011, Ch 7, s33. 

P16/301 Report from outside organisations – for information only. 

None.   

N/A. N/A. N/A. 
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P16/302 List of correspondence received (copies of correspondence can be 

requested from the Clerk). 

None. 

N/A. N/A. N/A. 

P16/303 Minutes of the previous meeting.  

Members of the Planning & Environment Committee were asked to 

receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee 

meeting held on the 30th November 2016. 

Resolved to receive and adopt. 

Proposed: Cllr Doggrell. 

Seconded: Cllr Noakes. 

Resolved by all present.    

Clerk to keep on file. 

 

Local Government Act 1972, 

Sch 12, Part VI, p41 (1). 

P16/304 Matters arising from the minutes – for information only. 

 P13/40 + P15/64 + P16/70 – Roads and footpaths.  Resolved 9th 

March 2016 (P16/70) that BBC/Cllr Wheeler chase BBCllr 

Royden (Portfolio Holder for Environment and Transport) on a 

regular basis to get repairs done throughout the village. 

 P14/84 + P14/152 + P15/10 – Parking problems/yellow lines 

proposals.  Works were due for completion in September 2015 

– clerk and BBC/Cllr Wheeler continue to chase. 

 P15/75 + P15/136 + P15/137 + P15/152 – Regeneration of 

Keeley End Pond.  Rotavating/clearance works have now been 

completed and two rounds of planting have been undertaken.  

Wild flower seeds and water lilies will be planted in spring 

following weeding and pruning of trees.  Animal/bat houses and 

the duck house will then be taken forward. 

 P16/150 + P16/177 +P16/269 – Visual Tree Inspection.  

Resolved 8th June 2016 (P16/150) to request a quotation for a 

further inspection in accordance with FA Bartlett Tree Experts’ 

findings in June 2015.  Latest tree inspection report was 

submitted to this committee 26th October 2016.  Resolved 

(P16/269) to undertake all priority 1 works.  The Clerk is 

currently awaiting a further report from Bartlett Tree Experts 

on a tree sited near St+. Mary’s church, but in the grounds of 

Wootton House. 

 P16/175 – Popes Way.  Bedford Borough Council have 

completed works to overhanging trees and it is hoped they will 

do the same with an overgrown ditch near the entrance to 

Cause End Road.  Resolved 13th July 2016 (P16/175) that the 

No further comments received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to keep on file. N/A. 
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Clerk continue to try and register the area in the name of the 

parish council. 

 P16/216 + P16/256 – Tithe Barn Road footpaths.  Resolved 12th 

October 2016 (P16/256) that remedial works be undertaken to 

both footpaths – to include cutting back all overhanging shrubs, 

new tarmac surfaces and new kissing gates to be sited at the 

Tithe Barn Road end of both footpaths.  Clerk is still awaiting 

quotations. 

 P16/229 – Street lighting Risk Assessment.  Resolved 14th 

September 2016 (P16/229) to request Bedford Borough Council 

undertake annual risk assessments. 

 P16/230 + P16/296 – Bins at Lorraine Road cemetery.  Resolved 

14th September 2016 (P16/230) to remove all small bins from 

the cemetery to prevent soil and broken glass being placed, 

causing a potential hazard for the cemeteries caretaker.  Was 

reviewed after one month – no complaints had been received, 

so no further action required.  Move to close. 

 P16/244 – Remedial works to footpaths at St. Mary’s Church 

cemetery.  Resolved 28th September 2016 (P16/244) to seek 

quotations to re-lay the surface tarmac or use a cold finish 

surface on the one footpath leading from Church Road to St. 

Mary’s Church North Entrance.  Clerk is still awaiting 

quotations. 

 P16/268 – New bench opposite the Cock Inn PH, Bedford Road.  

Resolved 26th October 2016 (P16/268) to re-site the bench 

previously destroyed. 

P16/305 To receive and verify the Income & Expenditure report for all Planning 

& Environment cost centres for 2016-17, to date. 

 

Resolved to receive and verify the report 

without amendment. 

Proposed: Cllr Doggrell. 

Seconded: Cllr Lloyd. 

Resolved by all present. 

Clerk to keep on file. Governance and Accountability 

for Smaller Authorities in 

England 2016. 

P16/306 a) Planning Applications – for resolution. 

None. 

 

b) Planning Approvals – for information only. 

N/A. 

 

 

N/A. 

 

Town & Country Planning Act 

1990 & subsequent. 
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None. 

    

c) Planning Applications withdrawn – for information only. 

None. 

 

d) Planning Refusals – for information only. 

None. 

 

e) Planning (other) – for information only. 

None. 

P16/307 To request above applications be considered by the Full Planning 

Committee of Bedford Borough Council. 

N/A. N/A. Town & Country Planning Act 

1990 & subsequent. 

P16/308 To consider representation of the Council at the Full Planning 

Committee meeting of Bedford Borough Council discussing the above 

applications. 

N/A. N/A. Town & Country Planning Act 

1990 & subsequent. 

P16/309 To consider a response with regard to a national campaign to scrap 

children’s burial fees and to consider whether amendments to 

Wootton Parish Council’s current scale of charges are appropriate and 

to resolve a suitable course of action. 

No response was made with regard to 

the national campaign.  Resolved that 

children’s burial fees be amended so 

none aged 18 or under incurred any 

charge.   

Proposed: Cllr Noakes. 

Seconded: Cllr Doggrell. 

Resolved by majority vote. 

Clerk to keep on file. Localism Act 2011, Ch 1, s1-8. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.15pm.         


