WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 30th March at 7.35pm in the Memorial Hall, Bedford Road, Wootton.

Present. 
Committee Cllrs Prescod, Cruse, Cunningham, Lloyd, Wallace, Wheeler and Wright.

LA11/11
Apologies for absence. 



Cllrs Hall and Quirk.

LA11/12
Declarations of interest on any items on the agenda 


None 

LA11/13
Report from outside organisations


Cllr Cunningham reported she had met with Richard Tapley (Principal Sports Officer Bedford Borough Council) at the Town & Parish Council conference, and had remarked that Wootton would benefit from more than the proposed two half-day summer play scheme sessions per week bearing in mind the size of the village.  It was also suggested that the venue be changed to the Village Hall as opposed to the Memorial Hall in order to be more centralised.  The clerk confirmed she too had spoken with Richard, and was waiting on an email detailing the proposed dates – in order that the Village Hall may be booked.  It was noted that there would be a charge to book the Village Hall, if available, which would need to be considered.

Action – clerk to chase for email response

LA11/14
List of correspondence received (copies of correspondence can be requested from the clerk)

· CPRE Bedfordshire – Living Countryside Awards 2011 – correspondence with clerk.


This was brought to everyone's attention, but it was agreed that there were no suitable 
projects to consider at this time.

· Parishioner suggestion regarding village amenities – correspondence with clerk.


Cllr Wheeler stated that Pegasus's plans already incorporate a cycle track.

· Bedford Borough Council – Scrutiny & Overview work – correspondence with clerk.


It was agreed that the clerk would forward this email to all and co-ordinate any responses 
before replying to the Borough.

Action – clerk to respond as outlined above

LA11/15
Parishioner's Open Forum


None.

LA11/16
Chairman's announcements and report


Chairman Prescod reported that he had taken a look at the recreation ground with regard to the White Lion Close s106 monies and play equipment.  This is covered under agenda item LA11/20.


The Easter scheme is well under way – there will be enough balls this year – Cllr Cruse has already received a number of booking confirmations.  The presentation at the Town & Parish Council conference was well received.  

LA11/17
Minutes of the meeting


The last meeting was not attended by a clerk, and the minutes were incomplete as a result.  It was recalled by all that the Easter scheme was discussed at the meeting, but budget was not.  Cllr Wheeler proposed that a note be added to the minutes as follows:


LA11/09 – Easter & Summer Scheme update – ''An update was provided by the chair''.


LA11/10 – Any other business – ''None''.


This was seconded by Cllr Cruse and agreed by all.

Action – clerk to update the minutes and bring to the next L&A meeting (1st June 2011) for signature

LA11/18
Review of actions from previous meeting


None.

LA11/19
To discuss Long Term plan

· Review stages of the plan

· Review the current plan

· Actions required to progress the plan



Cllr Lloyd began by stating this plan would enable co-ordination of ideas, which would 
give value for money and provide a blueprint for the village.  He talked through how the 
plan would work (details are already provided with the plan - please refer to for further 
information).


Chairman Prescod and Cllr Cruse were in agreement.  Cllr Cruse asked if it was limited to 
Councillor input only – Cllr Lloyd said no, public input would be included too.  Cllr 
Cunningham suggested having point 6 before point 4, as the public may volunteer services 
or products free of charge, thus having a bearing on costings.  


Cllr Wheeler suggested another committee (not a think tank) to be responsible for 
obtaining costings and other information relevant to the project (possibly including 
feasibility studies).  


Cllr Lloyd suggested the new committee meet after Planning, where no other meetings are 
currently held.


Cllr Wallace impressed the need with point 4, to include sustainability for ongoing costs, 
and the need to minute all ideas.


The RFO stated that all costings would need to be collated – she would be the point of 
contact and would produce the necessary budget.


Sue P suggested the Long Term Plan run alongside the Issues log and minutes – in order 
to ensure nothing went below the radar.


It was decided to approach the public for ideas during the Fun Day (7th May 2011) – a short 
questionnaire to be handed to all).  This would tie in with the elections due on the 5th – as 
there may well be new Councillors on board.  When feedback has been collated, Chairman 
Prescod recommended both the Long Term Plan and new committee be put to Full Council 
on the 11th May 2011 for approval.  Cllr Wallace agreed.

Action – clerk to put together a questionnaire ahead of the fun day

LA11/20
To discuss White Lion Close s106 monies for play equipment


Cllr Wheeler began by stating that the terms of this agreement meant that the play equipment must be sited as close to White Lion Close as possible, which rules out the recreation area, which tends to attract the older children anyway.  Cllr Wright stated that the sum involved, £7,532.39  was a relatively small amount of money for play equipment and would be best spent extending the fencing at the Memorial Hall site and purchasing more equipment for under fives.  Cllr Wallace initially had a preference for the equipment to be sited at the recreation ground, but having listened to the discussions was now in agreement that it be the Memorial Hall.  


Cllr Wright had previously met with a proposer, and discussed the equipment best suited, and a recommendation was made that PlayDale be used (Item 5 on the s106 proposal).  Cllr Wright's quote was for £9,500 which included fencing.  Cllr Wallace proposed that Wootton Parish Council accept this quotation and contribute the balance of approximately £2,500.  This could then be taken back from Bellway.  The proposal was seconded by Paul Prescod, and the RFO confirmed she would liaise with Cettina Lambert-Laurent at Bedford Borough Council in order to move matters along.  Cllr Cunningham thanked Karen for her efforts.

Action – RFO to liaise with Cettina Lambert-Laurent as above

LA11/21
To discuss MUGA insurance claim and current situation


The insurance claim papers were yet to be filed, and no agreement had yet been reached as to which quotation to accept.  It was agreed that stone guards were needed to safeguard the lighting, so the quotation from Highlights Flooding Ltd was chosen.  The clerk was instructed to ensure this quotation was still valid and complete the insurance claim paperwork as required.

Action – clerk to complete paperwork as above

LA11/22
To discuss precept - £7,000 for the full year


The precept covers the Easter and Summer play schemes.  Agenda item LA11/13 refers to the Village Hall being used as opposed to the Memorial Hall for the Bedford Borough Council summer play scheme (if available), but a cost will be involved.  Cllr Cunningham asked if the schools would help during the holidays, but there would be an issue with cleaning.  


Cllr Wallace reiterated that the precept was provided to L&A, but that estimates, quotations and a list of costs should still be brought to council, minuted and then accounted for appropriately.  


It was confirmed that a list of conditions existed detailing what procedures should be followed.


The RFO confirmed that if all costings were given to her in the first instance, it would enable her to ensure the budget was adhered to.


Cllr Lloyd asked who was providing the play equipment?  Chairman Prescod replied Lance (Sports Traider) was, and it would be free of charge.  


The clerk then mentioned an invoice received from Luton Active for the sum of £2,255.  Although relating to the Easter scheme, it was dated the 21st March, and did not specify the number of coaches involved, sessions, days or number of hours (as was done last year).  It was agreed that the clerk approach Luton Active to request this invoice be resubmitted as an estimate, as activities cannot be invoiced until they have been undertaken.  


Action – clerk to contact Luton Active as above


Again, the RFO requested all costings be provided to her in order to ensure the precept is adhered to.  Figures provided in addition to the invoice above (£2,255) were printing costs of £200, and a total spend for the Easter scheme was agreed at £2,600.  Chairman Prescod proposed these figures and Cllr Wallace seconded them.  All present were in agreement.  


Cllr Wallace requested that the summer play scheme costings be passed to the RFO, the L&A committee and then Full council in good time.


Cllr Cunningham said the Wootton play scheme was a beacon of good work – and just needed a tightening of financial matters.  



Cllr Wright asked if the coaches involved would provide proof of their CRB checks – the clerk was asked to obtain proof from Luton Active.

Action – clerk to obtain names and proof of checks

LA11/23
To discuss changing rooms at the recreation ground


It had been reported that the toilets were blocked, and the clerk had contacted Paul Brooks who agreed to take a look.  The clerk will chase for a response.


Action – clerk to chase

LA11/24
To discuss removal of ceramic plaque from Cecil Higgins Art gallery and re-siting thereof


The plaque was designed and made by members of the public at the Memorial Hall, and is due to be removed from the gallery on the 10th April 2011. It was suggested the clerk contact Heather at the library first to see if it can be hung there, and failing that, the Memorial Hall.

Action – clerk to liaise as above

LA11/25&6
To discuss current Easter play scheme situation


This was discussed under agenda items LA11/16 & LA11/22.

LA11/27
To discuss summer mobile play scheme


This was discussed under agenda item LA11/13.  Chairman Prescod mentioned however, that during a meeting between himself and Richard Tapley, suggestion had been made that rather than provide Wootton with the play scheme, a sum of money be handed to the Parish council.  It was felt the play scheme should continue as last year.  Cllr Wright asked what ages it was aimed at – it is over 5's and under 13's.   

LA11/28
To discuss annual playground RoSPA inspection


The annual unaccompanied inspection is due in May.  It was agreed by all that this should take place in the same format as last year.  The costs are £63 plus VAT per site for up to 5 items, then £3 per extra 3 items over 5. RoSPA have an automated system for inspections, but Wootton are not on it.  The clerk was instructed to proceed as last year and ask that Wootton be added to the automated system.  Costings will come from the general budget.

Action – clerk to liaise with RoSPA as above

LA11/29
Any other business


Chairman Prescod mentioned an Outdoor Play scheme operating in Kempston.  There may be opportunity for children from Wootton to attend, but further details regarding buses are needed before matters can proceed further.  Chairman Prescod will obtain and report back.

Action – Chairman Prescod to liaise as above

Chairman…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of next meeting is Wednesday 1st June 2011 at 7.30pm
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