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ENVIRONMENT: Sedum Roof Bus Shelters. 
FACILITIES: Synthetic, floodlit sports pitch. 
 
OUTSTANDING 
SAFETY: CCTV changes for the recreation ground (awaiting completion of 
the Changing Rooms refurbishment project). 
FACILITIES: Changing Rooms refurbishment (tender process currently live). 
ENVIRONMENT: Crown Estate land transfer (discussions ongoing). 
ENVIRONMENT: Keeley End Pond (maintenance ongoing). 

APM25/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 
• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillors Abood and 

Wheeler; 
• Bedfordshire Police; 
• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 
 

 Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Sue Abood 
No report received. 
 
Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
No report received.   
 
Bedfordshire Police 
No report received. 
 
Forest of Marston Vale 
Refer to Appendix One.   
Jo Roberts confirmed the Community Fund had a broad eligibility criteria 
and Community Groups applying for funding had a good chance of being 
successful.   

APM25/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Liloom Home Care Ltd 
No report received.  
 
Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity 
BBCllr/Cllr Wheeler confirmed, following Cllr Tyerman’s resignation from the 
Parish Council and the Revd Canon Ackroyd’s imminent departure to a new 
parish, two new Parish Council representatives would need to be appointed 
at the upcoming Annual Council Meeting in May.  He thanked all sponsors 
who helped with 2024’s Christmas luncheon event.   
 
St. Mary’s Church 
Refer to Appendix Two. 
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Stewartby Amateur Operatic Society 
The Society recorded its thanks ahead of the meeting – stating it was very 
appreciative of the inclusion of its articles in the Wootton newsletter.  It was 
equally appreciative of the time and trouble taken with the photographs 
and layout of the same.  This helped to keep the society in the public eye 
and encourage new members. 
 
Wootton Academy Trust/Wootton Upper School 
Refer to Appendix Three.   
Mark Lehain asked that he be informed of any students seen acting 
inappropriately and it was noted there may be a connection with fires 
recently started in local woodland.  
 
Wootton Baptist Church 
Refer to Appendix Four. 
 
Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities 
Cllr O’Dell confirmed he, alongside BBCllr Wheeler and Cllr Noakes were 
trustees of the charity, representing the Parish Council.  The charity was 
long-established and existed to support children of families in financial 
need, residing within the parishes of Wootton or Stewartby.  Its main 
activity was the distribution of Christmas hampers to those who met the 
aims and objectives of the charity.  With the imminent departure of the 
Revd Canon Ackroyd it would be necessary for the charity to secure a new 
Chairman.    
 
Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme 
Malcolm Chalmers reported the scheme was still very low on volunteers – 
with a core of only 5 or 6 on its books currently, although a further two had 
recently expressed a wish to join.  Tasks included helping with trips to the 
dentist or shopping.  
Anne Strong (Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre) confirmed they would be 
happy to help with publicity and Cllr Lloyd recommended separate posters – 
one for volunteers and one to advertise the service.  Cllr Lincoln 
recommended a weekly publication on all local Facebook pages also.  
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Malcolm agreed to ensure publicity material be sent to the Clerk to the 
Council who would share the same with Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre 
and Cllr Lincoln.   
BBCllr/Cllr Wheeler also recommended the scheme contact CVS Bedford 
(Community Voluntary Service) who would also assist with publicity.  
 
Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group and Memory Gym 
Refer to Appendix Five.    
 
Wootton Patient Participation Group 
No report received.  
 
Wootton Speed Watch 
Malcolm Chalmers confirmed a number of speeders had been caught on the 
Wootton Road as Gibraltar Corner to Irongate was a known hot spot.   
 
Wootton Village Hall 
No report received. 
 
Wootton WI 
Refer to Appendix Six.   

APM25/006 General Parish Issues.  No issues were raised on the evening. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.28pm.        
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Appendix One 
Forest of Marston Vale 

 
• Our staff and contractors have been busy since autumn delivering Year 5 of the Government’s ‘Trees for 

Climate’ project. This year 31 schemes were planted, with almost 114ha of new woodland created, along 
with 7km hedging. Schemes of all sizes and types are eligible, including wood pasture, agroforestry, small 
scale and school planting. 
 

• We now have a Community Forester, Luke Quenby. He’s been working at Holcot Wood near Cranfield, to 
begin bringing the ancient woodland back into management. Unmanaged ancient woodlands tend to lose 
their biodiversity as they become overgrown, darker and single-aged. By coppicing on rotation, removing 
some of the dead ash (with some left to decline in a managed way), the woodland will once again be 
managed as it was hundreds of years ago, and habitats within the woodland that were lost will be restored. 
So far this season, one coupe has been coppiced, and one of the woodland rides has been opened up. 
 

• Phase 1 of our new woodland at Silsoe is almost complete. Around 45ha has been planted this year, and 
almost the same area will be planted next year. The site is on Cranfield University’s land and will include 
some experimental planting to see what will do well in a changing climate. The site will be used as a resource 
for Cranfield’s teaching and ongoing research into the production and cultural benefits from trees, 
agroforestry, biodiversity, soil quality and carbon capture. Unusual species planted will include Hungarian 
and Turkey oak, and Macedonian pine. 
The new woodland area will help to capture carbon from the atmosphere whilst providing an accessible 
green space for the local community through a series of footpaths and access rides.  

 
• We are working on updating our Forest Plan. Each Community Forest has a non-statutory plan, approved by 

Government, which describes the proposals for developing each forest over the next 30 years and which 
guide subsequent implementation. 
 

• Our fabulous volunteer group goes from strength to strength, with them giving nearly 7000 volunteer hours 
in 2024/2025.  
 

• On a more local level, we have had a run of reports of motorbikes in Ridgeway and Wiles Wood, including 4 
dumped, presumably stolen motorbikes. When one of our Rangers was up there recently with the Police, 
collecting a stolen motorbike, 2 people on motorbikes went past! The key thing if you see motorbikes (or any 
illegal activity in the woods) is to call the police at the time. If they have enough phone calls, they will 
allocate some staff time to addressing the issue. 
 

• At the Forest Centre, the sensory garden has had a makeover. There are new features (and some sculptures) 
to look at, and a little willow tunnel which is already proving really popular with smaller children! 

 
• The Community Fund has allocated funds to 2 projects from Wootton this year: Wootton Methodist Church 

(for a defibrillator, comfy chairs, and Memory Gym equipment), and Wootton Upper School (for repairing a 
damaged wall around an existing flower bed). 
 
Jo Roberts, 
Community Engagement Officer, Forest of Marston Vale.
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Appendix Two 
 

St. Mary’s Church 
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Appendix Three 
Wootton Academy Trust/Wootton Upper School 

 
 

It’s been a really positive year for Wootton Upper School.  
 
Approval was granted to become a Y7 – 11 secondary school from September 2026. The necessary planning and 
works for this are well underway – including curriculum and staff modelling, a new block of classrooms, and other 
site works.  The Trust is working closely with Wootton Primary and Marston Vale Middle School to ensure a smooth 
transition for their students. 
 
Student attendance is up again compared to previous year, enabled by lots of hard work by staff with students and 
their families. It is significantly above the national average for Y9-11.  The culture and behaviour around the school is 
much stronger – students and staff report that they feel safer and happier, and much better able to get on with 
learning.  
 
Ofsted visited in November and judged the school to be “Good” across the board, noting how much progress had 
been made in recent times.  
 
The Performing Arts continue to thrive, with a successful three-night run of We Will Rock You in December, and 
growing number of students choosing these subjects for GCSE.  
 
We have a range of sports teams who are experiencing lots of success with local schools and wider. This includes 
boys’ and girls’ football, netball and basketball.  
 
The wider enrichment programme sees a record number of students taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme, a 
growing number of other clubs, and trips around the country and beyond – including Disneyland Paris.  
 
The 4G pitch was completed in the early autumn and has been heavily used by community groups and others since 
then. It is a wonderful addition and a great asset for the village.  
 
The governing body has successfully recruited a number of new members recently, with a diverse range of 
experience and expertise, strengthening further its ability to support the school.  
 
Planning is underway to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary  in 2025/26, and there will be a number of events for 
the wider community to take part in and mark the occasion.  
 
Finally, reflecting the improvements seen over the past year, the number of applications for places in Year 9 this 
autumn are up on last year, exceeding the Published Admissions Number.  
 
 
Mark Lehain,  
Executive Headteacher, Wootton Academy Trust.
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Appendix Four 
Wootton Baptist Church 

 
We give thanks to God for His faithfulness to our church fellowship throughout 2024. 
 
A significant milestone in the life of our church was the calling of our new pastor, Tom Roberts. Tom began in a part-
time role in June, and thanks to a successful grant application to the Particular Baptist Fund, transitioned to a full-
time position in January 2025. Our church had been without a pastor for over a century, so Tom’s appointment has 
brought great encouragement. We hope to see the church renewed as we reach out to the village and serve our 
community. 
 
Special services this year included: 

• Easter Sunday (31st March) 
• Church Anniversary (5th June) 
• Harvest Festival (22nd September), followed by a shared lunch in a beautifully decorated church. 

We continue to run two midweek Bible study groups, as well as a regular coffee morning on Tuesdays (10am–12pm). 
Our Adventurers after-school club (Thursdays, 3.30–4.45pm) has gone from strength to strength, regularly 
welcoming up to 25 children. On Tuesdays (4.30–5.45pm), we have also launched Ignite, a new youth group for 
Years 5–8, which currently has 5 regular attendees. We hope to see this grow as the first Year 5s join Wootton 
Primary School in September. 
 
Other highlights from the past year include: 

• A Family Fun Afternoon in June, with games, prizes, and hot dogs, which drew over 100 attendees. 
• Participation in the Real Lives Mission in October, hosting two inspiring evenings with Roger Carswell and 

guest testimonies from Fred Gill (with his Harley Davidson) and singer Rose Illingworth. 
• Our Christmas celebrations, which were well attended by many from the village. These included a Carol 

Service with Bedford Brass, Carols by Candlelight, and a Christmas Eve Family Service. 

We look back with thankfulness and forward with hope. Through the joys and challenges of the past year, we have 
seen God at work in our fellowship – answering prayers, guiding our steps, and giving us fresh encouragement for 
what lies ahead. 
 
 
 
 
Tom Roberts. 
Pastor, Wootton Baptist Church.
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Appendix Five 
Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group and Memory Gym 

 
Our chat group is now regularly attended by up to 50 people each week. We ensure anyone walking in is made 
welcome.  Jan and Jean regularly supply us with top-quality home-made cakes. 
 
Last July we were asked by a Wootton resident who had cared for her partner, having dementia, if we would 
consider working with Tibbs Dementia Trust Foundation. As a result we can now offer a monthly Memory Gym, a 
social event, for people with memory issues not just from dementia but  also from the effect of memory loss through 
age, strokes and brain injury. 
 
With training and support from Tibbs and The Methodist Church we have now have a wonderful team of volunteers 
that produce fun activities, including quizzes, singing, and dancing. It is difficult to explain the joy that everyone, 
whether volunteer or service users, experiences from coming to the Gym. 
 
These are some comments from attendees 
‘Always doing something different  and always very welcoming. Thank you.’ 
 
‘We enjoy the games we play and the puzzles ,and the music, singing and dancing. We also come to the weekly 
Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group. With Tibbs they started the memory gym. We meet and talk to old friends  and 
new. Both events are very friendly, and we enjoy them a lot. Thank you very much‘ 
 
The WNCG is grateful to the support that we have received from Wootton Methodist New Life Church and John 
Wheeler and other generous donors. A grant from  Marston Vale Forest Centre Community Fund will enable us to 
buy resources for the Memory Gym.  Also, to all the entertainers and musicians that are giving their time to  
entertain members of the Gym. 
   
 Some Forthcoming events for 2025 
 
5th May  Modern Music Hall at the Memory Gym, a one man show featuring Steve Bartlett. 
10th May   The return of the  ‘Coffee Morning with Classic Cars in the Carpark’ with a sale of  cakes and plants  
to raise funds for Dementia UK’s ‘Time for a Cuppa’ -Wootton Methodist Church, from 11-2.00pm. 
2nd June Emma Robbins returns  to the memory Gym, to sing ‘ Musical memories of  our Youth’. 
16th June  Afternoon Tea at The Hub.  A joint event with Ridgmont Heritage Railway Museum to bring the 
afternoon tea experience to members of the community that cannot get to Ridgmont. 
 
There are other events planned throughout the year which will be posted on our Wootton Neighbourhood Facebook 
page. 
 
 
 
 
Kath Pearce.
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Appendix Six 
Wootton WI 

 
At our Annual meeting, our committee was elected and officer posts filled. Our member numbers have slowly 
increased throughout 2024, with new people visiting and often joining, with our Facebook page helping by 
advertising each monthly meeting. 
 
We held several crafting and social evenings through out the year, trying out different crafts each time. These ranged 
from painting positivity rocks, cards and glass painting. We also held our annual Sausage and Mash Bash which has 
become popular and frequently have cakes and scones to sell at our regular Bring and Buy table at our meetings. 
 
This year, our members learnt about therapy ponies, who are beautiful, trained Shetlands, that their owners take 
into care homes and schools to provide emotional and physical support to people who may have depression, anxiety 
or to evoke memories to dementia patients. Canine Partners also came to demonstrate how they can benefit people 
with disabilities with dogs being trained specifically to each person’s needs. We’ve listened to talks on the role of the 
ARP warden during the war, the decoding of patterns in quilting and a visit from Bedford Street Angels who support 
young people if they get into difficulties when on nights out clubbing.  
 
Every year our Federation hold competitions, which several members entered and were placed in the top three with 
their cakes, lemon curd and craft items.  
 
We were lucky enough to be asked to provide refreshments at the Christmas Craft fair in the community hall, our 
wonderful members providing home made cakes to sell. This has become our main fundraiser, along with a craft stall 
there, and we are very grateful to be given that opportunity. 
 
We also held another successful Wreath making workshop in December that helped add to our funds to enable us to 
give members a full and varied programme through the year. 
 
Wootton WI meet on the third Wednesday of the month at the Memorial Hall at 7-30pm. 
 
 
 
Sue Randell. 

 
 
 




