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Chairman (Wootton Parish Council)…………………………………………………….. 

Date 16th April 2025 

3 Longden Close 
Haynes 

Bedfordshire 
MK45 3PJ 

Tel: 07531 930788 
Email:  Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk 

Website: Wootton-pc.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 
WoottonParishCouncilBedfordshire 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 7.02pm at Wootton Community Centre, Harris Way, Wootton. 
The Annual Parish Meeting is a statutory meeting of the parish electorate (Local Government Act 1972, Part 1, s9(1)).  It is not a parish council meeting.  The Annual 
Parish Meeting must be held between 1st March and 1st June (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p14(1)).   
The parish council chairman calls the meeting and if present, chairs the meeting (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p15(1) + p17(1).  If the parish council 
chairman is absent, the vice-chairman if present, shall preside.  If neither are in attendance, the meeting may appoint a person to take the chair and for the purposes of 
this meeting, that person will have the powers and authority of the chairman (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p17(1) + (3).   
Parish meetings have a general power to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions, however there is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations 
are not binding on the parish council.  Any such recommendations can, if appropriate to do so, be taken forward for consideration by the parish council or any of its 
committees.  
All local electors are entitled to speak and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting; others may attend but not speak or vote. 

Present Gareth Lloyd, Chairman Wootton Parish Council – in the chair; 
Bob Hensher, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Jeff Noakes, Member Wootton Parish Council, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities; 
Keith Randell, Member Wootton Parish Council, Speed Watch, Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre Patient Participation Group; 
Bob Wallace, Member Wootton Parish Council, Wootton Village Hall; 
John Wheeler, Member Wootton Parish Council and Bedford Borough Councillor for Wootton and Kempston Rural (Deputy Speaker effective May 2024 and including 
Adult Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Children’s Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Corporate Parenting Panel, Fostering Panel, Joint Consultative and 
Negotiating Committee for Primary and Secondary Education and Schools Forum), Alderman Newton’s Educational Foundation, Bedford Sports Foundation, Community 
Voluntary Service Bedfordshire, East Anglian Reserve Forces and Cadets Association, Friends of Bedfordshire Youth Music, Governor (Local Authority) – Wootton Lower 
School, Governor (Vice-Chairman) – Wootton Upper School, Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity, St. John’s Hospital Trust and Wootton Church and Poor’s Land 
Charities; 
Sue Abood, Bedford Borough Councillor for Wootton and Kempston Rural; 
Jo Roberts, Forest of Marston Vale; 

mailto:Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/


Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 2 
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Date 16th April 2025 

Victoria Robinson, Liloom Home Care Ltd; 
Sue Doulton Smith, Oddfellows; 
Christine Pavey, Oddfellows; 
Marcin Mieczkowski, Wootton Academy Trust; 
Gary Williams, Wootton Baptist Church; 
Kath Pearce, Wootton Neighbourhood Group Chat; 
Carrie McMorn, Wootton Upper School; 
Judy Chandler, Wootton Upper School Governors; 
Ronnie Simms; 
Laura Stanton. 

Agenda no Agenda item title  Comments 

APM24/001 Apologies for absence. 
Gerald Bygraves, Vice-Chairman Wootton Parish Council; 
John Kay, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Alex Swain, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
The Revd Canon Peter Ackroyd, Vicar of St. Mary’s Church; 
Diane Murray, St. Mary’s Church; 
Sue Randell, Wootton WI. 

 Noted for the minutes. 

APM24/002 
 

 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Minutes are published on the Wootton Parish Council website:   
http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/. 
Members are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on 19th April 2023.      

 The meeting agreed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th 
April 2023.   

APM24/003 To receive the following reports from Wootton Parish Council.  
• Chairman’s report. 
• Responsible Financial Officer’s Financial report. 

 It was noted both the Chairman’s report and Responsible Financial Officer’s 
financial report would be detailed in the 2024 Annual Report.  

APM24/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 
• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillors Abood and 

Wheeler; 
• Bedfordshire Police; 
• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 
 

 Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Sue Abood 
Refer to Appendix One.   
BBCllr Abood was thanked for her work since coming to office in May 2023.   
 
Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
Refer to Appendix Two.   
BBCllr Wheeler wished to clarify the two tier education system for Bedford 
Borough would be going ahead and Central Bedfordshire Council would be 
working to address their own issues.   
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Chairman (Wootton Parish Council)…………………………………………………….. 
 
Date 16th April 2025 

BBCllr Wheeler then referenced a meeting held that morning at which 
funding for Wootton schools was anticipated from Central Bedfordshire 
Council. 
BBCllr Wheeler confirmed his appointment as Speaker of Bedford Borough 
Council, effective May 2024.  BBCllr Wheeler was the first from Wootton to 
hold this position and would also be the first Speaker to have a nominated 
charity for charitable donations.  Those present were invited to send him 
suggestions for this new charity. 
A question was raised in relation to the appointment of a School Crossing 
Patrol person, however BBCllr Wheeler confirmed the vacancies remained 
unfilled.   
BBCllr Wheeler was thanked for his work during the past 12 months.  
 
Bedfordshire Police 
No report received. 
 
Forest of Marston Vale 
Refer to Appendix Three.   
Jo added both bitterns and nightingales were currently in song and Cllr 
Wallace added some ¾ of a million trees had been planted in this area 
thanks to the ‘Trees for Climate’ project. 
Jo was thanked for her and her colleagues work during the past 12 months 
and for assisting with the planting of a new hedgerow at Lorraine Road 
cemetery.    

APM24/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Liloom Home Care Ltd 
Refer to Appendix Four.  (It was noted the Fun Fest for 2024 had been 
regrettably cancelled).   
 
Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity 
No report received. It was noted Cllr Tristan Tyerman was a new trustee of 
the charity. 
 
 
St. Mary’s Church 
Refer to Appendix Five. 
 
Wootton Academy Trust/Wootton Upper School 
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Date 16th April 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No report received but the following was noted on the evening: 
• Delivery of the synthetic pitch project was on schedule for 

completion by the end of May 2024.  And end of summer opening 
ceremony would take place.  Wootton Parish Council was thanked 
for its donation of £250k towards the build, which was exceeded by 
£400k of Wootton Academy Trust’s own reserves and developer 
funding in excess of £800k.  

• Michael Gleeson’s retirement after 37 years was announced and 
his replacement was currently being sourced.   

• A business case in relation to the two tier education system had 
been submitted to Bedford Borough Council and building plans 
were being drafted.  Anticipated funding from Central Bedfordshire 
Council would be transformative. 

• The upper school’s creative drama and dance continued to thrive 
with a performance of Sister Act in the bag.  The next performance 
would be after GCSE’s had been taken. 

• Some 110 pupils had been taken to Disneyland Paris with 11 
members of staff who had given up their holiday. 

• A significant number of pupils were working to complete bronze 
and silver Duke of Edinburgh Award Schemes.  The gold medal was 
available for completion at Kimberley College. 

• A strong focus to break down barriers in relation to attendance 
records had seen the school buck the national trend across all 
secondary schools. 

• Finally, it was noted the school had a very active governing body in 
place. 

A question was raised in relation to toilet doors and the locking of them.  
The doors were back on, but were not open in large numbers during 
learning times.     
 
 
Wootton Baptist Church 
Refer to Appendix Six. 
 
Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities 
No report received but the following was noted on the evening: 
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• The charity received income from Wootton Parish Council in
respect of rent due for the allotments/paddock areas and also
recycling credits (bottle bank situated behind the village hall on
Church Road).  Funds had been granted to help with a wide range
of issues including the purchase of white goods, aid with hospital
transportation and accommodation and the addition of ramps and
aids in homes/gardens in Wootton and Stewartby.

• The charity was looking to work with Bedford Borough Council to
deliver a ‘warm coats to school’ project and help had already been
given to those requiring financial assistance with school uniforms.

• Christmas 2023 saw the delivery of 85 food hampers to families in
need.

• Any application was not means tested and BBCllr Wheeler urged
people to apply if in financial need.  It was thought the reference
‘poor’s’ might stop applications and a suggestion was made to
make this reference on any literature as small as possible.

• It was also suggested flyers be given to the schools for inclusion in
book bags.

Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme 
No report received. 

Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group 
Refer to Appendix Seven.  It was noted an ear wax removal scheme was in 
operation on Wednesdays at The Hub, Wootton New Life Methodist Church 
– costing of £47.50 for both ears.  A young children’s messy play group was
up and running at The Hub, Wootton New Life Methodist Church Road and
Sian and Laura were thanked for their commitment.  This would carry on
during the school holidays.

Wootton Patient Participation Group 
No report received.  

Wootton Speed Watch 
No report received. 
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Chairman (Wootton Parish Council)…………………………………………………….. 

Date 16th April 2025 

Wootton Village Hall 
Refer to Appendix Eight.  It was noted an automated bollards entry system 
would be installed at the car park entrance, week commencing Monday 22nd 
April 2024.  Works were anticipated to last one week and the car park would 
likely be closed at all times during that period.    

Wootton WI 
Refer to Appendix Nine.  

APM24/006 General Parish Issues. The following general parish issues were raised on the evening: 
• Residents attending the Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group had

referenced too much in the way of online communications and
not enough paper communications (some had not known about
tonight’s meeting for example).
It was noted in addition to online communications, the parish
council included a list of upcoming meetings in the noticeboard
opposite The Cock Inn PH and carried agendas for all upcoming
meetings in its other noticeboards.  In addition, a list of upcoming
meetings was also included in each newsletter (delivered quarterly
to all households).  If these were not being received, residents
were asked to inform the Clerk to the Council so she was aware
and could remedy the same.

• An unrelated example was then given relating to the diversion of
buses along Cause End Road and lack of information provided.
It was explained this was outside the control of the parish council
who had also not been informed.

• Concerns were raised over tickets for the annual Bob Lunniss
lunch. Block bookings had historically been made, meaning some
residents missed out.
BBCllr Wheeler confirmed the charity was aware and was making
changes.  The lunch this year would be held on 4th December with
tickets available on 27th November at The Hub, Wootton New Life
Methodist Church, Cause End Road.  Residents would need to
attend in person to secure their ticket – removing the opportunity
for block bookings.
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Date 16th April 2025 

• Concerns were raised over speeding traffic in Mepham Road and
a request was made to lower the limit to 20MPH (white lines
were ineffective).
It was noted a request was made by Wootton Parish Council to
Bedford Borough Council for the same.

• Further concerns were raised over cars parking adjacent to
Lorraine Road Green and also the junction of Lorraine Road and
Cause End Road.
The Clerk requested photographic evidence of the same and
confirmed this would be taken to the next meeting of the parish
council’s Roads and Pavements Safety Steering Group.

• Concerns were also raised over public litter and dog mess bins not
being emptied according to Bedford Borough Council’s weekly
schedule.
It was noted whilst the bins were the assets of the parish council,
emptying them was the responsibility of Bedford Borough Council.
Cllrs Abood and Wheeler were asked to raise this issue and
establish why regular emptying was not taking place.
A damaged dog mess bin was referenced at Hoo Close and the
Clerk asked for photographic evidence before requesting a
replacement by Bedford Borough Council.  It was noted the
replacement would likely be a dual purpose plaza-style litter bin as
the borough council was looking to phase out single use dog litter
bins and the borough council would have to agree to include the
replacement on its weekly bin rounds.
It was agreed to include a list of ‘report it’ numbers in the quarterly
newsletter for those without internet access or smart phones.

• It was noted how difficult it could be to make a doctor’s
appointment – without internet access or smart phones.
Cllr Randell (as a Wootton Patient Participation Group member)
agreed to feed this back.
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Chairman (Wootton Parish Council)…………………………………………………….. 

Date 16th April 2025 

• It was noted a bring and buy event would be taking place on 13th

July 2024 at The Hub, Wootton New Life Methodist Church, Cause
End Road.

• It was noted the Community Centre would be holding its Food
Fest event at the end of August 2024.

Meeting closed at 8.13pm.  
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Appendix One 
Borough Councillor Sue Abood 
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Appendix Two  
Borough Councillor John Wheeler 

 
As you are mostly probably aware, I give detailed monthly reports to Wootton Parish Council which are incorporated 
in their minutes, as well as a quarterly report for the Wootton Newsletter and a report for their Annual Report.  I 
also post regular updates on my Facebook page.  So tonight, I will give you a brie synopsis of the last 12 months.  
 
Highways  
 
Cause End Road has not (finally) been completely resurfaced from Church Road to Bedford Road.  Hilly Lane 
(opposite The Chequers PH at Hall End) has also been resurfaced as has the pavement in Monoux Road and part of 
Payne Road.  The area of Lorraine Road from Cause End Road to the cemetery is scheduled to be resurfaced this 
year, along with the pavements on Bedford Road (both sides) between The Cock Inn PH and post office.  Pavements 
along Lorraine Road are due to be programmed for resurfacing, however a date is not yet known. 
 
I have been touring the village on a regular basis with the Highways team to undertake checks on the pothole 
situation, as well as roads and pavements issues and overgrown hedges and blocked gullies.  Most of these issues 
can be reported online also, directly to Bedford Borough Council – using their online reporting system which can be 
found on their website’s homepage:  https://www.bedford.gov.uk/   
 
As you will know, we now have average speed cameras on Fields Road and Cranfield Road.  The remaining cameras 
for Bedford Road, Keeley Lane, Hall End Road and Church Road are due to be installed by the end of June this year.  
The parish council is funding this project in full.  The parish council also funded the replacement of four bus shelters 
on Bedford Road (three) and Cause End Road (one).  They, and myself, are continuing to chase Bedford Borough 
Council on the possibility of funding to replace the damaged iPad-style Real Time Passenger Information Units with 
roof-mounted units, which will be more robust and less likely vandalised. 
 
Developers are also due to install two bus shelters along Burgoyne Avenue and these will also contain Real Time 
Passenger Information Units.  Infrastructure works within Berryfields and Berry Wood/The Kilns are ongoing and 
once complete, the roads and pavements will be adopted by Bedford Borough Council.   
 
Schools 
 
Delivery of the synthetic pitch at the upper school is almost complete and will be available for community use 
outside of school core opening hours – a Community Use Agreement is currently being drafted to ensure this.  This 
has been funded in part by the developers of the Berry Wood estate, Wootton Parish Council and the upper school.  
Thank you to all parties who helped get this project off the ground – it’s a much needed asset which I am sure will be 
well-utilised.   
 
The two tier educational conversion is well underway and building works at the lower school are scheduled for 
summer 2024, ahead of the conversion start date of September 2025.  Building works at the upper school are 
scheduled for 2025 ahead of its conversion start date in 2026.  Bedford Borough Council took the decision ahead of 
Central Bedfordshire Council to convert to two tier and the extra year’s notice has enabled Wootton families to have 
a clear indication on how the change will work for their children.   
 
We bid farewell in Easter this year to Michael Gleeson, who retired from the upper school after an impressive 37 
years of service.  I wish Michael all the best in his retirement. 
 
Doctors Surgery 
 

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/
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Tom Wootton, Mayor and Leader of Bedford Borough Council attended a recent meeting of Wootton Parish Council 
and reported on progress made on the delivery of a new surgery for the village.  I have been working closely with the 
surgery for a number of years now and recently attended a meeting with the Portfolio Holder for Public Health, to 
discuss the same.  Progress is being made and I hope to have fuller news in the near future.  
 
I am also continuing to work closely with Bedfordshire Police’s Rural Team on issues that arise within the village.  All 
my meetings enable me to then support local residents with their issues and this is something I shall continue to do.  
I will also continue with my village walkabouts as it is great to meet and talk to you all! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Wootton Parish Council for all the hard work they have done and continue to do for the 
village.  I try and work as closely as possible with them to ensure the best for Wootton residents.  I would also like to 
thank the churches, clubs, schools and other village organisations who do a lot for the village.  
 
John Wheeler 
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Appendix Three 
Forest of Marston Vale 

 
• The Forest of Marston Vale has just delivered the fourth year of Defra’s ‘Trees for Climate’ project. Trees for 

Climate is a multi-million pound woodland creation programme that offers landowners and community 
groups the opportunity to transform their land through tree planting. The programme can provide funding 
to create the woodland, together with ongoing maintenance payments for up to 15 years. Thanks to the 
Trees for Climate programme, we have been able to extend our support to offer our expertise and 
experience, combined with an attractive funding package, beyond the Forest boundary. The Trust doesn't 
take a “one size fits all” approach to support or funding, instead we work with landowners to assess 
potential planting ideas and help to develop schemes that fit their business and environmental objectives. 
This planting season we have planted around half a million trees and shrubs, creating over 200 hectares of 
new woodland. 
 

• Within our already established woodlands, our incredible Ranger Team have been carrying out an extensive 
programme of plastic tree guard removal. The team, joined by Forest of Marston Vale and corporate 
volunteers, have spent several days over the last two winters removing spiral tree guards from the trees that 
were planted over 10 years ago. Tree guards are placed on young trees as part of the planting process, and 
were made of plastic when the older woodlands were planted, to protect them from wildlife that may 
damage the saplings. The removal of tree guards on these trees is an exciting next step as trees reach 
maturity and no longer require protection. Although we recycle where possible, we have some exciting new 
developments as we continue to evolve our tree planting technique to better suit the environment of our 
sites. We are now trialling biodegradable tree guards which are made of entirely bio-based polymers which 
are wholly or partly derived from biomass. 
Many of our sites still contain plastic tree guards which will eventually need to be removed. Much of our tree 
guard removal takes place in the winter as we do not want to disturb the activities of breeding wildlife, and 
so, work to remove these guards will continue from October onwards. 
 

• Some of the paths in our woodlands, including the ones near Wootton, have suffered from the recent 
excessive rain, with channels developing along the sides of them. This was particularly upsetting given the 
investment to refurbish the path surfaces the year before. We’ll be looking to hopefully carry out remedial 
work this summer. 
 

• Following discussions with visitors to The Kill and Buttons Ramsey in Wootton who use mobility scooters, 3 
kissing gates have been removed leaving ‘gaps’ to make the entrances fully accessible.  

 
• The Community Fund has supported local projects, ranging from Marston Moretaine Allotment Society to 

Bedford Disabled Horse Riding Association. Grants of up to £2,000 are available for local groups and can be 
used on projects which benefit members of the local community and their environment. 

 
• We are delighted to be partnering with Cranfield University - now the new home for the Green Business 

Network - whose aim is to foster a collaborative environment among businesses to promote and implement 
sustainable practices. 
GBN brings together like-minded businesses so that they may help each other reduce energy and water 
consumption, eliminate waste, design products more sustainably, increase biodiversity, manage impact, gain 
an understanding of connected legal obligations, and put environmental issues at the heart of the business 
decision-making. 

 
News from the Forest Centre and Millennium Country Park in Marston Moretaine 
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• Marsh harriers bred in the Millennium Country Park in 2023, which is the first confirmed breeding of the 

species in Bedfordshire! 
 

• Our new playground equipment has been installed and has proven very popular. 
 

• The Millennium Country Park achieved its 17th Green Flag in 2023/24 due to great efforts from the whole 
team and of course support from volunteers. This year’s application is in, and we’ll receive a judging visit in 
early summer. 

 
• Dogs are now welcomed into the Forest Café, so that dog walkers can shelter inside and have a coffee with 

their furry friends even if the weather is wet (doggy ice cream and snacks are available). 
 

• We have a new Community Bookshelf on the mezzanine above the Forest Café. This is in the area designated 
as a quieter, adults only space. 

 
• The Sensory Garden is undergoing a facelift, with some of the old structures being replaced.  

 
• The Balcony is also open now, allowing our visitors the opportunity to sit outside with views over the sensory 

garden, pond, and wetlands nature reserve. 
 

• We now have the Changing Places toilet, adjacent to the existing outdoor toilet block, thanks to funding 
through Central Bedfordshire Council. 

 
• Changing Places toilets help thousands of people whose needs go beyond traditional adapted facilities. 

Standard accessible toilets do not provide changing benches or hoists, and most are too small to 
accommodate more than one person. Central Bedfordshire Council applied for funding on our behalf from 
The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) which has contributed towards the 
placement of the new toilet block. It is hoped that this will enable more people to explore our beautiful park 
more accessibly. 

 
• Bike hire is available every weekend and during the school holidays. 

 
 
 
Jo Roberts, 
Community Engagement Officer, Forest of Marston Vale. 
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Appendix Four 
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Appendix Five 
St. Mary’s Church 

 

 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 18 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 19 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 20 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 21 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 22 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 23 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 24 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 25 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 26 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 27 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 28 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 29 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 30 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 31 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 32 

 
 



 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting minutes 17th April 2024    P a g e  | 33 

Appendix Six 
Wootton Baptist Church 

 
Wootton Baptist church has been a Christian fellowship presence in the village since the early 1800’s and at our 
current location on Bedford Road since 1836. 
 
We have a strong faithful Christian belief in that while we were still sinners the Lord Jesus Christ died to pay the 
price for our sins, and the only way to spend eternity in heaven and be right with God is through accepting the Lord 
Jesus as our Saviour. We preach the true word of God as we read in the bible and believe that the bible is the 
inspired word of God.  
 
We have two services each Sunday, A normal morning service at 10:30 and a more informal prayer and thoughts 
sharing in the evening at 6pm. 
  
The church runs a coffee morning on Tuesday mornings from 10-12 and all are guaranteed warm welcome, real 
homemade cakes, teas, coffees and a chance to sit and chat with friends old and new. 
 
We run a Childrens group on a Thursday at 3:45 for ages 5-9 where the emphasis is on learning about Jesus in a fun 
way with loads of games and activities. To save the parents having to collect the children from school we collect a lot 
of the children directly from the lower school next door as well as ones delivered by parents / carers direct to us. We 
regularly have 20 children attend, but would love to have more. 
 
We have 2 home groups running where we have informal study sessions where there is no such thing as a stupid 
question. 
 
Last year we had a stall at the fun day where we gave out Christian literature, had some games for the children and 
also had the organization ‘Good news for everyone’ (formally Gideons) attend to give away Bibles and New 
testaments. It was a great disappointment when we heard this year’s event had to be cancelled. 
 
In October we ran an evangelical outreach in conjunction with churches from other villages around the area, 
Wixams, Potton and Clifton. This was with the author, speaker and evangelist Roger Carswell, the whole event ran 
over a full week with events each evening in the different churches. We hosted the Thursday and had around 100 
people attend. We are planning to run a similar event in September this year and would love the opportunity to 
advertise through the parish council if possible? 
 
We are currently looking to recruit a Pastor for the fellowship as we feel this is the next step in our efforts to reach 
out to those in the village who do not attend church or even know about Jesus and His saving grace. 
 
Gary Williams  
g.williams37713@gmail.com  
Tel: 07723327353 
On behalf of the Deaconate of Wootton Baptist Church 

mailto:g.williams37713@gmail.com
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Appendix Seven 
Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group 

 
Last December, with the support of the Methodist Church at Cause End Road a group of Wootton residents opened 
The Hub on  Wednesday mornings, from 11-1pm.  It is open to all ages, our youngest so far is 9 months and the 
oldest, 94 years. 
 
We recognised that following COVID a lot of people in Wootton felt isolated and there was a need for people to be 
able to come together, have a chat, coffee/tea plus homemade cake or biscuits.  Since opening we are now 
averaging about 40 people each week and have a toy corner for the children that come. We have just tried a messy 
play session for children, age 0-7, and their parents.  Everyone enjoyed it, including the organisers Laura and Sian, so 
we hope to have another in the next school holiday. 
 
Neighbourhood Chat Group is a wonderful place to come with friends or on your own, to meet your neighbours. 
Since December, we have been joined by various people who can make our lives just a little better.  The Good 
Neighbour Scheme can help with transport issues for those with limited mobility and have offered to take those with 
transport issues to the group. 
 
Wootton Neighbourhood Chat Group is open to everyone.  We have our own Facebook page and newsletter to keep 
people updated about the group and items of interest to the community. 
 
 
Kath Pearce.
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Appendix Eight 
Wootton Village Hall 

General 
Wootton Village Hall had a successful year making a surplus of £2391 in the financial year ending 
29/2/2024. Hiring income was £15954. In summary, Wootton Village Hall is in a good financial state. 
 

Refurbishment of the Hall 
After almost 40 years the Village Hall needed an upgrade. Over the last three years the Committee has 
sought grants from numerous sources and have successfully transformed the building. 

• The interior of the Hall was redecorated – funded by the Parish Council, Taylor Wimpey and Village 
Hall funds 

• The Guttering and Facia boards were replaced – funded by the Parish Council 
• Outside lighting to enable users to safely access the Car Park was installed – funded by the Parish 

Council 
• A disabled toilet and new ladies and gents toilets were installed – funded by the Parish Council and 

Village Hall funds 
• To save energy, new Loft installation was installed – funded by Bedford Borough’s Climate Fund, 

the Forest of Marston Vale Community Fund and Village Hall funds. 

Over £35000 of work. Many thanks to all the Village Hall funders. No major further upgrades are currently 
planned. 
 

An affordable Hall available for hire 
The Village Hall is available for hire for parties and events at weekends and during the week when regular 
users are not using the Hall. There is also a smaller committee room available for hire which is ideal for 
meetings. Kitchen facilities are available.  
Current hiring rates are -  
Monday to Friday £15 per hour (£10 per hour for Wootton community non-profit clubs) 
Weekends  £18 per hour 
Committee Room  £10 per hour 
For more information,  or to book the Hall please contact Leigh on 07546 300504 or email 
WoottonVillageHallBookings@gmail.com 
 

HELP NEEDED 
Great thanks should go to the Village Hall Committee. This is a small group of people and NEW MEMBERS 
are needed. Please consider if you could contribute to the Village Community by joining the Village Hall 
Committee. Please contact Bob at robertwallace@ntlworld.com  
 
Bob  15/4/2024 
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