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          3 Longden Close 

            Haynes 
            Bedfordshire 

            MK45 3PJ 
            Tel: 07531 930788 
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Website: Wootton-pc.gov.uk  
 

www.facebook.com/ 
WoottonParishCouncilBedfordshire 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 7pm at Wootton Community Centre, Harris Way, Wootton.  

 The Annual Parish Meeting is a statutory meeting of the parish electorate (Local Government Act 1972, Part 1, s9(1)).  It is not a parish council meeting.  The Annual 
Parish Meeting must be held between 1st March and 1st June (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p14(1)).   
The parish council chairman calls the meeting and if present, chairs the meeting (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p15(1) + p17(1).  If the parish council 
chairman is absent, the vice-chairman if present, shall preside.  If neither are in attendance, the meeting may appoint a person to take the chair and for the purposes of 
this meeting, that person will have the powers and authority of the chairman (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p17(1) + (3).   
Parish meetings have a general power to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions, however there is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations 
are not binding on the parish council.  Any such recommendations can, if appropriate to do so, be taken forward for consideration by the parish council or any of its 
committees.  
All local electors are entitled to speak and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting; others may attend but not speak or vote. 

Present Gareth Lloyd, Chairman Wootton Parish Council – in the chair; 
Bob Hensher, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Keith Randell, Member Wootton Parish Council, Speed Watch, Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre, Patient Participation Group; 
Bob Wallace, Member Wootton Parish Council, Wootton Village Hall; 
John Wheeler, Member Wootton Parish Council and Bedford Borough Councillor (including Children’s Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Fostering Panel, Joint  
Consultative and Negotiating Committee for Primary and Secondary Education and Schools Forum), Alderman Newton’s Educational Foundation, Bedford Sports 
Foundation, East Anglian Reserve Forces and Cadets Association, Local Authority Governor – Wootton Lower School, Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity, St. John’s 
Hospital Trust, Vice-Chairman of Governors – Wootton Upper School, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities; 
Malcolm Chalmers, Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme and Wootton Speed Watch; 
Rob Stanton, Wootton Baptist Church; 
Tristan Tyerman, Prospective Member Wootton Parish Council and candidate for Bedford Borough Councillor in the upcoming elections; 
Gary Williams, Wootton Baptist Church. 

mailto:Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
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Agenda no Agenda item title  Comments 

APM23/001 Apologies for absence. 
Gerald Bygraves, Vice-Chairman Wootton Parish Council; 
Stuart O’Dell, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Diane Murray, St. Mary’s Church; 
Sue Randell, Wootton WI. 

 Noted for the minutes. 

APM23/002 
 

 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Minutes are published on the Wootton Parish Council website:   
http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/. 
Members are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on 20th April 2022.     

 The meeting agreed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th 
April 2022.   

APM23/003 To receive the following reports from Wootton Parish Council.  
• Chairman’s report. 
• Financial report. 

 It was noted both the Chairman’s report and Responsible Financial Officer’s 
financial report would be detailed in the 2023 Annual Report.  

APM23/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 
• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Wheeler; 
• Bedfordshire Police; 
• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
It was noted the Borough Councillor’s report would be detailed in the 2023 
Annual Report, however BBCllr Wheeler confirmed Wootton would move to 
a two-tier educational system in 2025. 

APM23/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations.  St. Mary’s Church 
Refer to Appendix One. 
 
Wootton Baptist Church 
Refer to Appendix Two. 
 
Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme 
Refer to Appendix Three. 
 
Wootton Speed Watch 
Refer to Appendix Four. 
 
Wootton Village Hall 
Refer to Appendix Five. 
 
Wootton WI 
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Refer to Appendix Six. 
APM23/006 General Parish Issues.  None. 

 
Meeting closed at 7.16pm.      
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Appendix One 
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Appendix Two 
 

Wootton Baptist Church 

 
My name is Rob Stanton and this is my colleague Gary Williams.  I am a native of Wootton but Gary is an incomer, 
but we accept him, although he comes from Cornwall.  We represent the Baptist Church. 
 
The Baptist Church in Bedford Road, is one of the two Non Conformist churches in the village and has been there 
since 1836.  It’s constitution states that the principals of the Bible will be taught there and the building used for 
Public Worship.  We always make sure that the Good news of Jesus Christ is always preached there too. 
  
I think that the problems of the Covid Pandemic are mainly over, although we had two of our people go down with it 
last weekend.  I suppose that, like most organisations, it had an effect on us, especially when the meetings had to be 
closed for a while.  Some people never came back to church.    
 
We are now back to pre pandemic times with the services running morning and evening in the church.  For a while 
we used the back rooms for the evening service to try to reduce the cost of energy.   We are about to return to the 
main building. 
 
Our Youth Group, which is named ‘Adventurers’ is thriving with children from 6 to 9 years, coming, mainly from the 
school next door.   We have a very good relationship with the School and they use our car park for the convenience 
of parents dropping off and collecting children.  We have a young Youth Worker, Paul Angell, running the Youth 
Group and his enthusiasm, makes me feel old.  We have an arrangement whereby he works for three churches, a 
day at each, which seems to be working very well.     
 
The Coffee morning on Tuesdays, from 10am to Midday, is well supported with up to about 30 there each week.   Its 
good to meet new people from the village and enjoy general chit chat.  Other meetings include two Home Groups 
each week, Wednesdays and Thursdays.   There is usually a course of study going on.   Gary runs one at is home and 
John Lambert the other. 
 
We try to run all of our meetings on the principals of the Bible.   Its sad to see the ignorance of God’s word today 
amongst young people.   The Ten Commandments are just as relevant today as they ever were.    And the Gospel or 
good news of Jesus Christ is just the same too.  And a word of thanks to the Parish Council for allowing us to put an 
article in the Parish Magazine and an advert for our Coffee Morning it is much appreciated. 
 
There is a welcome to everyone at any of the meetings at the Baptist Church.   
 
Thank you.   
 
Rob Stanton  
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Appendix Three 
 

Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme 
 

Wootton Good Neighbours are a dedicated group of volunteers whose aim is to help elderly or disabled residents of 
Wootton.  Details of the things we do are listed on the advert in this magazine.  We are supported by the BRCC – 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity and also by Andrea Macadam, the village agent.  We have a committee 
comprising a chairperson, secretary and treasurer and other volunteers – all of us are DBS checked in order to 
provide our services and we are fully insured. 
 
Last year up until December 549 tasks were carried out by members of the group.  We must thank Tescos for 
donating food items which were delivered at Christmas to all our clients. We do get financial support from Wootton 
Parish Council in order to cover the costs of insurance, mobile phone contract, Excel and Word package for 
correspondence and the printing of leaflets.  We are very grateful for their support.   
 
We feel as a group that perhaps not enough people in the village know about what we do and we are anxious to help 
out people in need in any way we can.  We charge a nominal fee for each task carried out, but this is far less than 
would be spent on taxi or bus fares. 
 
Please get in touch with Wootton Good Neighbours if you feel that you would like to join our friendly team in order 
to be able to help out.  
 
If you have transport or mobility difficulties or if you are lonely and need someone to keep you company, please get 
in touch with us.  The dedicated phone number is: 07717770247. 
 
Malcolm Chalmers – Chairperson 
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Appendix Four 
 

Community Speedwatch 
 
Since my last report your dedicated Speedwatch Team - Keith Randell, Les Dick, Graham Ward and myself have been 
joined by Ellen Barnes and Anil Mistry and we have continued to carry out patrols down Bedford Road as Cranfield 
Road now has average speed cameras installed.  I must thank my team for braving the elements in the last patrols in 
November, January, February and March. During these patrols we didn’t record many motorists speeding which is 
most encouraging!  During March 353 letters were sent out in Bedfordshire to offending motorists.  Those offending 
more than once receive a visit from the police to talk to them about speeding.  A further offence then means a fine 
and 3 points on the driving licence. As I have said frequently, we are still a very small team (although Wootton is an 
increasingly large village) and could do with some more volunteers so if you feel that you could help us out please 
get in touch with Juliet Wright - Juliet.Wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk .   We should love to have your help. 
 
Please keep the village safe by observing the speed limits, particularly during  cold months when the road conditions 
could be more hazardous. 
 
Keep safe and drive carefully. 
 
Malcolm Chalmers 
Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Juliet.Wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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Appendix Five 
 

Wootton Village Hall 
 
Wootton Village Hall (founded in July 1983) continues to serve the Wootton Community well.  There have been 
significant changes in the past year – 
 
In June 2022 Marie Kramer retired as caretaker. Marie was a member of the Committee from its opening and 
became caretaker in 1991. Also, in 1991 Jenny Lambert became Bookings Clerk. Jenny retired in January 2023. For 
over 30 years the Hall has been used by many village residents and organisations over the years. They and many 
others, owe Marie and Jenny a debt of gratitude for the contribution they have made to the Wootton 
Community. 
 
In the last year there have been major upgrades to the infrastructure of the Hall. A disabled toilet has been 
installed, new Ladies and Gents toilets have been installed and the flooring in the entrance replaced. More 
recently, more Insulation has been put in the Loft to reduced energy usage. Thanks to the Parish Council, the 
Forest of Marston Vale Community Fund and Bedford Borough’s Climate fund for providing substantial grants for 
this work. 
 
Bob Wallace 19/04/23 
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Appendix Six 
 

Wootton WI Annual Roundup 2023 
 

Wootton WI have had a very good year and been able to maintain a good membership, drawn from the village 
and surrounding villages.  We have had a good variety of speakers through the year ranging from a retired 
policeman’s life in the Metropolitan police, a history of churches across Bedfordshire and how to improve the 
harmony in your home by bringing lots of houseplants into your house. We heard how to recognise and deal 
with signs of domestic abuse, a heart rending talk but necessary to know about these things happening to 
women. We provided members with a very tasty afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee and intend to 
do the same in May for the King’s Coronation. We even indulged in a spot of Indoor Curling which brought out 
quite the competitive side of our members. 
 
Between us we created a cookbook full of favourite recipes, all tried and tested by ourselves, which we sold at 
the Christmas Craft Fair along with a number of hand made Christmas items. We were very pleased to provide 
lots of cake and drinks at the Craft Fair and again at the Spring Craft Fair, both held in the community hall. We 
met so many lovely stall holders and old friends at both and hope we get invited back at the next event to fuel 
people with our lovely cakes. 
 
All in all it has been a successful year for us which we intend to continue over the next twelve months. 
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