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Chairman…………………………………………………….. 
 
Date 20th April 2022 
 

        
          3 Longden Close 

            Haynes 
            Bedfordshire 

            MK45 3PJ 
            Tel: 07531 930788 
          Email:  Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk 

Website: Wootton-pc.gov.uk  
 

www.facebook.com/ 
WoottonParishCouncilBedfordshire 

 
Minutes of the Virtual Annual Parish Meeting held via Zoom on Wednesday 12th May 2021 at 7.02pm.   

 The Annual Parish Meeting is a statutory meeting of the parish electorate (Local Government Act 1972, Part 1, s9(1)).  It is not a parish council meeting.  The Annual 
Parish Meeting must be held between 1st March and 1st June (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p14(1)).   
The parish council chairman calls the meeting and if present, chairs the meeting (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p15(1) + p17(1).  If the parish council 
chairman is absent, the vice-chairman if present, shall preside.  If neither are in attendance, the meeting may appoint a person to take the chair and for the purposes of 
this meeting, that person will have the powers and authority of the chairman (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p17(1) + (3).   
Parish meetings have a general power to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions, however there is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations 
are not binding on the parish council.  Any such recommendations can, if appropriate to do so, be taken forward for consideration by the parish council or any of its 
committees.  
All local electors are entitled to speak and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting; others may attend but not speak or vote. 

Present Gareth Lloyd, Chairman Wootton Parish Council – in the chair; 
Gerald Bygraves, Vice-Chairman Wootton Parish Council; 
Bob Hensher, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Stuart O’Dell, Member Wootton Parish Council, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities;  
Keith Randell, Member Wootton Parish Council, Speed Watch, Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre, Patient Participation Group; 
John Wheeler, Member Wootton Parish Council and Bedford Borough Councillor (including Children’s Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Fostering Panel, Joint 
Consultative and Negotiating Committee for Primary and Secondary Education and Schools Forum), Alderman Newton’s Educational Foundation, Bedford Sports 
Foundation, East Anglian Reserve Forces and Cadets Association, Local Authority Governor – Wootton Lower School, Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity, St. John’s 
Hospital Trust, Vice-Chairman of Governors – Wootton Upper School, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities;  
Sue Edgar Playford, Clerk to Wootton Parish Council and Responsible Financial Officer. 

Agenda no Agenda item title  Comments 

APM21/001 Apologies for absence. 
Jeff Noakes, Member Wootton Parish Council, Street Watch; 

 Noted for the minutes. 

mailto:Clerk@Wootton-PC.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
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Paul Quirk, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Bob Wallace, Member Wootton Parish Council, Wootton Village Hall; 
Paula Bannell, Manager, Bizzy Bees Pre-School;  
Malcolm Chalmers, Speed Watch, Street Watch, Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme; 
Michael Gleeson, Wootton Upper School; 
John Killick, North Rural Community Policing Team, Bedfordshire Police; 
Chris Maher, Wootton Community First Response; 
Jo Roberts, Forest of Marston Vale; 
Rob and Peta Stanton, Wootton Baptist Church. 

APM21/002 Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Minutes are published on the Wootton Parish Council website:   
http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/. 
Members are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on 17th April 2019.   

 The meeting agreed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th 
April 2019 were an accurate record. 
 

APM21/003 To receive the following reports from Wootton Parish Council.  
• Chairman’s report. 
• Financial report. 

 It was noted both the Chairman’s report and Responsible Financial Officer’s 
financial report would be detailed in the 2021 Annual Report.  

APM21/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 
• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Wheeler; 
• Bedfordshire Police; 
• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 Autism Bedfordshire 
Refer to Appendix One. 
 
Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
Refer to Appendix Two. 
 
Bedfordshire Police 
Refer to Appendix Three. 
 
Forest of Marston Vale 
Refer to Appendix Four. 

APM21/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations.  Bizzy Bees 
Refer to Appendix Five. 
 
Community Speed Watch 
Refer to Appendix Six. 
 
St. Mary’s Church 
Refer to Appendix Seven. 
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Wootton Academy Trust 
Refer to Appendix Eight. 
 
Wootton Baptist Church 
Refer to Appendix Nine. 
 
Wootton Community First Responders 
Refer to Appendix Ten. 
 
Wootton Village Hall 
Refer to Appendix Eleven. 

APM21/006 General Parish Issues.  None. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.06pm.   
 
Due to ongoing Covid-19 regulations, clubs and organisations were asked not to attend in person unless absolutely necessary, and reports were requested ahead of the 
meeting for inclusion in these minutes.     
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Autism Bedfordshire Annual Report 2020/21 
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Borough Councillor Cllr John Wheeler’s Annual Report 2020/21 
 
This year has been the most challenging ever for Councillors and Borough employees including the 
operating staff, the external facing support teams for Adult and Children’s care, Disability Care, Re-
ablement support as well as supporting residents in our care homes.  
 
Borough Hall was closed and all employees with just a few exceptions went to work from home and are 
largely still there.  
 
Face to face Council meetings were cancelled for a while until a system for holding virtual committee 
meetings was available. The Borough’s broadband was improved to support home working and every 
single member of the authority has had to learn to fulfil their role in a different way that is COVID safe.  
 
The speed at which the Borough made those changes and managed to keep all services operating, from 
emptying bins to supporting people with needs is a credit to everyone employed in the Borough.  
 
The political groups put aside their flags and campaigns to effect the changes in a timely and effective 
manner.  
 
Here is a list of the decisions that have been made and affected the Borough this year.  
 
Budget 2021/22 
 
Bedford Borough Council have approved an increase in core Council Tax of 1.99% supplemented by a 
1.75% Adult Social Care Precept, totalling 3.74% giving an average Band D Council Tax of £1,624.14 
which was agreed at Full Council on Wednesday 3rd February. 
 
You can find more details about their budget proposals here:  
http://www.councillorsupport.bedford.gov.uk/documents/s53056/Item%2014%20-
%20Revenue%20Budget%202021-22.pdf 
 
At Full Council on Wednesday 24th February the completed budget was finalised and included the 
precepts of Police & Crime Commissioner for Bedfordshire, the Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Authority 
and the Parish Councils. 
 
Bedford River Festival postponed until 2022 
 
The Council has again postponed the River Festival until as well as the Kite and Motoring Festival until 
2022. 
 
The bi-annual River Festival was originally due to take place in the summer of 2020, but the growing 
pandemic meant it was postponed until 2021 the new date for the next River Festival is 23 and 24 July. 
 
 
 
Bedford Council get money for High Street from Government HSHAZ programme 
 

http://www.councillorsupport.bedford.gov.uk/documents/s53056/Item%2014%20-%20Revenue%20Budget%202021-22.pdf
http://www.councillorsupport.bedford.gov.uk/documents/s53056/Item%2014%20-%20Revenue%20Budget%202021-22.pdf


Appendix Two 

 

Bedford will receive £1.76 million to deliver building works and a cultural programme to revive Bedford 
High Street. The South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership, Historic England and LoveBedford 
are contributing funding. 
 
Bedford Borough Council has currently earmarked 43 buildings as eligible for funding under the HSHAZ 
programme. Improvements to these buildings could include: 
 

• Reinstatement of traditional shopfronts. 
• Conversion of vacant floor space for retail and/or residential use. 
• Repair and reinstatement of architectural details to the façade of buildings. 
• Undertaking structural works to help achieve these improvements. 

 
Bedford Council receives £180k boost from round 2 of Culture Recovery Fund 
 
Bedford borough has received £182,349 from the Government to support iconic cultural and heritage 
organisations and independent cinemas as they reopen and recover from coronavirus. 
This is additional to the £710,000 Bedford Borough received in Round 1 of funding in October 2020 
which supported local events and venues.  

 
Veolia Awarded Waste Contracts for Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire Councils 
 
Veolia have been given the Bedford Borough Council waste contracts which means the Covanta 
incinerator site in Stewartby will begin taking in waste from both Bedford Borough Council and Central 
Bedfordshire too. We will continue to look for ways to mitigate the effect of this decision on those 
living in the vicinity of the Covanta plant and who are most likely to be concerned by the invisible 
particulate matter that the facility will emit. We continue to believe the Mayor and Borough Council 
should be looking for ways to destroy the business case for Covanta rather than using it to burn 
Borough waste and that of our neighbouring Council. 
 
Controversial route 'E' for East West Rail a source of increasing concern for Borough residents 
 
The chosen route selected for the East West Rail project - route E - continues to prove controversial 
and Borough Councillors received a petition this month, signed by over 1600 Bedford residents, 
objecting to it. The petition was debated at a heated meeting of the Borough Council on 24th February, 
when a number of residents from parishes in and around the route, put a series of questions to Council 
Leaders, and calling for the Council to "hold a full public consultation to be followed by a debate at Full 
Council in respect of the Council's decision to support Route E".  
 
Many residents felt that there had been a lack of transparency around how the Mayor and Borough 
had come to support route E and felt that not enough information had been put in the public domain. 
They also demanded to know how route E, previously identified as one of the most expensive of the 5 
options A-E, had suddenly become the cheapest option, without any explanation. 
 
The subject of freight also proved controversial, with residents, parishes and Borough Councillors 
expressing the view that freight had been underplayed in previous discussions, and more information 
was required, as it forms a key part of the business case for the EWR project.   
 
In the Council debate that followed, the Mayor's and Council leadership put forward a resolution which 
reconfirmed the Borough's support for a route through the town centre but didn't really address the 
concerns of the petitioners. Councillors representing the rural wards in the north of the Borough, those 
most affected by route E, objected to the motion. They feel route E will do irreparable damage to the 
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north Bedfordshire countryside. Equally, Councillors in the south of the Borough wanted to ensure the 
safe delivery of Wixams station and wanted an EWR route that would not jeopardise this. Ultimately, 
the Mayor's resolution was not unanimously supported. 
 
The EWR Consultation has now opened, the Conservative Group have called for the deadline to be 
extended and for a number of changes to be made to the consultation.  
 
There are controversies over their ‘emerging preferred option’ in that it puts up to 97 properties under 
threat in the north of Bedford, it involves laying 2 new tracks into Bedford Station and increasing traffic 
congestion in the Midland Road, Queens Park, Ashburnham Road area. The residents in the properties 
effected were informed the day before the consultation that there property may be subject to a CPO 
(Compulsory Purchase Order) in the future.  
 
You can view all documents and respond on their website found below. There are also some dates for 
virtual events. We strongly urge you to respond before it closes on 9 June: 
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation 
 
Boundary Commission update 
 
The Boundary Commission has changed its timetable for its recommendations.  There will now be 
more draft recommendations released on 11 May for 8 weeks of further consultation. The final 
recommendations will then be released on 31 August. 
 
Bedford Borough Contract with Fusion  
 
After we came out of the first lockdown, Fusion refused to open their services until they were given 
money they were not entitled to by Bedford Borough Council. After receiving this the country locked 
down again and Fusion run services have remained closed until Monday 12 April.   
The contract remains controversial, there are concerns from residents about the cleanliness, 
maintenance and quality of service provided.  
 
Wootton News 
 
As I write this report things are looking a bit better on the pandemic front, shops, hairdressers and 
some sports facilities are now open and the schools are all back. We still have a long way to go and we 
still need to take care but hope is on the horizon. As I mentioned in the Wootton Newsletter – a big 
thank you to everyone in the village who helped out during this terrible time looking after the 
vulnerable in Wootton.  
We are now getting back to some normality at Borough (if Borough can ever be normal!).  Meetings 
are starting to take place outdoors and projects put on hold are now been started. The paths around 
Fields Road on the new estate are now nearly completed and the crossing should be started soon by 
the surgery. The infrastructure within the Berryfields estate remains unadopted and looks like it will 
not be adopted till later this year.  The pavements along Payne Road, Monoux Road and Keeley Lane 
have all been put forward for resurfacing by Bedford Borough Council, along with resurfacing for 
Church Road and the first section of Cranfield Road, as you leave the village.  The shops are now all 
open and seem to be doing a good trade, the Wootton industrial park is seeing further ground works 
ahead of further development and two more units will be built by Amazon soon. I will keep you 
updated via the Wootton Newsletter regarding further developments. 
 
Last year I used most of my ward funding to help students and their families during the pandemic by 
providing help to purchase school uniforms, provide extra tuition, provide talking books for the lower 

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation
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school and giving financial assistance for meals for students and their families.  I would also like to 
thank Wootton Poor’s Land Charity for its help, along with other helpers and village organisations. 
 
I have also enabled bulb planting to be carried out at the entrance to Lorraine Road cemetery – the 
display this year was lovely.  
 
Take care. 
 
 
Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
07913 409433     
john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk     
www.facebook.com/cllrjohnwheeler 
 
 
 
 

mailto:john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk
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Bedfordshire Police Annual Report 2020/21 
 

 

 

 
 

1) The officers that cover the Wootton are PC 245 Amanda HARVEY and PCSO 6753 James 
DANCER. The Sgt for the North Rural Community Team is PS 5892 John KILLICK. 

 
2) The current Community Priority for Wootton and surrounding villages is Vehicle Crime, 

which came into effect as of the 1st April. This will be in place for the next 3 months. 
This will focus on Theft of Motor Vehicle, Theft from Motor Vehicle and Vehicle 
Interference. We are hoping as the lockdown restrictions ease, that we can arrange 
some face to face engagements regarding vehicle crime and safety / prevention. 
 

3) The previous Community priority was around Burglary. Glad to report that across 
Bedford Borough there was a decline in Burglaries from April 2020 to March 2021. 
 

4) As you can appreciate I am sure, the main focus of the team’s work has been around 
Covid and ensuring compliance with the government guidelines over the last 6 months 
or so. 

 
5) There is a day of action being planned in Wootton in the coming weeks (which will be 

communicated in advance of this taking place. Essentially this will be a day where a 
number of resources will be in Wootton looking at identified areas of school, 
completing door knocks and on hi-viz patrol to engage with local residents and identify 
any concerns. 
 

6) In terms of Crime and ASB over the last 12 months (01/04/2020 to 01/04/2021) 
 
CRIME STATS -  

01/04/2019 to  
31/03/2020  

270 reported  
crimes. 
 
32 of these were 
reported crimes 
from the A421 
which falls within 
the Wootton Ward. 

01/04/2020 to  
31/03/2021 

295 reported  
crimes. 
 
43 of these were 
reported crimes 
from the A421 which 
falls within the 
Wootton Ward. 
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 ASB STATS -  

01/04/2019 to 
31/03/2020  

72 reported issues  01/04/2020 to 
31/03/2021 

106 reported issues 
(Covid would have 
had an impact on 
this) 
 

 
 

7) Please could the residents be encouraged to follow the following social media pages 
for updates relating to Wootton with work completed by the team and safety / crime 
prevention advice – 
  
https://twitter.com/NorthBedsPolice 
 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthBedsPoliceRural/?ref=py_c 
 

 
8) Any questions for the team and I please send to 

CommunityNorthBedfordRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

https://twitter.com/NorthBedsPolice
https://www.facebook.com/NorthBedsPoliceRural/?ref=py_c
mailto:CommunityNorthBedfordRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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Forest of Marston Vale Annual Report 2020/21 
 

The past year has been challenging for everyone, and Covid put a stop to many of our usual activities. 
Many of our staff were furloughed for parts of the year, and our volunteer activities ground to a halt. 
 
There were no fetes and festivals, no events, no walks or talks.  
 
However, we were still able to meet (via Zoom of course) to hold to Community Fund Panel meeting, 
and Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme was awarded funding to continue its great work. 
 
We also, with the help of funds from our volunteers, were able to buy a baler. This will be used to bale 
up the old tree tubes which are recyclable, and we have found a company who will take them. So, 
when we had a brief window of opportunity, we were able to have a day with the volunteers in Shocott 
Spring, collecting tree tubes which had come away from the trees. These were all baled up, and will be 
taken for recycling when we have enough. This is an important step towards removing the plastic 
which is left behind from tree planting - something that the forestry industry has been trying to solve 
for years. It still isn’t the perfect solution, and we continue to work with innovators to find 
biodegradable alternatives to what’s currently on the market. 
 
The really exciting news for us this year is that the Forest of Marston Vale is part of a new programme 
– Trees for Climate – which will see trees planted in Community Forests across the country over the 
next 4 years. Over 500 hectares per year will be planted across England’s ten Community Forests, from 
Yorkshire to Somerset, backed by £12.1 million of investment, announced by government last 
December. This will also build the pipeline of projects for community planting in future years. 
 
When mature, the trees will eventually store over 100,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide, playing an 
important role in the meeting the government’s ‘net zero emissions by 2050’ target. The project will 
also reduce flood risk, increase sustainable UK grown timber, provide more places for nature and 
biodiversity to thrive, and increase people’s access to and enjoyment of woodland. The funding will 
also create new jobs and secure existing ones within the forestry and environmental sector, helping to 
boost local economies as part of a green recovery, and bringing invaluable benefits to people’s health 
and wellbeing. 
 
The fund will help us deliver the English portion of the government’s manifesto commitment to 
increase tree planting to 30,000 hectares per year across the UK by 2025, alongside peatland 
restoration and nature recovery. 
 
This year was challenging for everyone involved in planting across the country, but the Forest of 
Marston Vale achieved its target of almost 20ha – mainly with the help of volunteers and through 
contractors. Most of this was phase 1 of our new site near Houghton House, which will be planted over 
3 years. We planted over 17000 trees this season, and as the site matures it will provide a beautiful 
‘buffer’ to the existing ancient woodland of Kings Wood.  
 
Other schemes were delivered at local schools and with local landowners. 
We will be working with local landowners to support them with woodland creation and tree planting, 
and would urge anyone interested to get in touch. 

 
 
 

 



Appendix Four 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix Five 

 

Bizzy Bees Annual Report 2020/21 

  

Bizzy Bees Pre-School CIO 
Memorial Hall Bedford Road 

Wootton 
Bedford 

MK43 9JB 
Tel:  01234 767785 

Website: www.bizzybeespreschool.org 
Email: bizzybeespre_school@btconnect.com 

Charity Number:  1172751 
Ofsted: EY556019 

 
Dedicated in the Safeguarding, Protection and Promotion of Children’s Welfare 

 
Hello everyone 
 
What a challenging year we have all had dealing with COVID19 both in our personal and working lives. 
Like so many others the setting went into lockdown on the 24th of March 2020 due to parents not 
wanting to send their children to Pre-School. We used the furlough system for some staff and others 
worked tirelessly at home keeping in contact with all our families and staff members and putting 
together an operational plan for the setting following the ever-changing government guidance. On 8th 
June 2021, we re- opened only for critical workers and those children classed as vulnerable by Bedford 
Borough. We had a very stringent plan in place to keep everyone safe, which we did do, and up until 
the present day have had no positive cases in our setting. After the summer break 2020 we returned in 
September allowing all children to return to the setting, this went well, and children and parents were 
happy to be back. After the Christmas holiday when the virus peaked once again, we opened to just 
our critical and vulnerable children for the first 2 weeks in January, and then had all children able to 
return. We did have some parents choose to keep their children off until after the February break, but 
they have all now returned, and the setting is running normally with all our protective measures in 
place.  
 
We are now testing all staff members twice weekly, getting regular deliveries of the tests, and 
COVID19 has now become part of everyday life for us all. The setting continues to thrive, we have been 
full since January 2021, and have a healthy waiting list which continues to grow, for September 2021. 
We have a wonderful staffing team and committee who work tirelessly to provide the best possible 
environment for our children and families. COVID19 has of course had an effect on the setting over the 
last year. We did loose income from our private payers, and the furlough scheme was not the same for 
us being able to claim 80% like other businesses due to us receiving the government funding. We have 
now managed to bounce back, and hope that moving forward we can continue to operate without 
further lockdowns. 
 
The Memorial Hall building remains in good order, we have of course been the only ones to use it in 
the last year so we have looked after it well with no issues from the public whatsoever I’m happy to 
report. 
 
Since I joined the setting in September 2018, we have grown from strength to strength building the 
Pre-School back up after near closure in July 2018. We are enormously proud to be able to offer the 

http://www.bizzybeespreschool.org/
mailto:bizzybeespre_school@btconnect.com
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community a safe, nurturing environment for our children, and have a good networking system with 
other settings based in Wootton. At the end of term (July) I will be leaving the setting due to family 
commitments, but will be around to support staff members stepping up to the role of the management 
team.  
 
Thank you, and good evening. 
 
Paula Bannell 
Manager
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Community Speedwatch Annual Report 2020/21 
 

During this pandemic and recent lockdowns there has been little opportunity for your dedicated 
Speedwatch Team  - Keith Randell, Les Dick, Graham Ward and myself - to be able to carry out any 
patrols. Since then we have seen average speed cameras installed down Fields Road and the results 
have confirmed that the cameras were necessary as several offenders were caught.  We are very 
grateful to the parish council and in particular to John Wheeler for ensuring that the road surface was 
improved and the cameras installed and we look forward to the cameras being installed down 
Cranfield Road where we carried out a patrol at the end of March.  During that hour we caught 5 
offenders.   
 
April was so cold that we delayed the next patrol until May 6th which was carried out along Bedford 
Road between Keeley Corner and Irongate Corner. – heading out of the village.  We caught 2 offenders 
but did notice that many cars put their brakes on swiftly when they caught sight of us! 
 
We are very pleased with the improved situation on Fields Road but are aware that some motorists 
now feel that they can exceed the speed limit elsewhere in the village!  We are still a very small team 
(although Wootton is now a large village) and could do with some more volunteers!  Our friends in 
Elstow who borrow our SID (Speed Indicator Device) have three times as many volunteers!  If you feel 
that you could help us out please get in touch with Juliet Wright –  
Juliet.Wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk   
 
We should love to have your help. 
 
Malcolm Chalmers 
Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

mailto:Juliet.Wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk


Appendix Seven 

 

St. Mary’s Annual Report 2020/21 
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Wootton Academy Trust (WAT) Annual Report 2020/21 
 
WAT operates Wootton Upper School and Kimberley 16 – 19 College, in Stewartby. 
 
Numbers at the school are strong with around 875 pupils across Years 9, 10 and 11. During the 
pandemic we have witnessed – in common with most schools – an increase in the number of 
parents/carers wishing to home educate their children. Numbers at the college continue to grow and 
there are currently around 650 students. This is expected to grow to 700 in September 2021. WAT 
operates the largest academic sixth form in Bedfordshire. 
 
The pandemic has had real impacts on many families and we have worked very hard to develop our 
systems to support families, working with other schools as well as individuals in the village and beyond 
and businesses, councillors and local authorities, churches and other organizations.  We are very 
grateful to everyone who has helped the school and college during this period.  
 
We know the support that Councillor Wheeler has been able to provide Wootton Upper School is really 
valuable and we are extremely grateful to him for being willing to allocate funding in this way. 
 
Like all educational settings, we have developed new ways of teaching including on-line lessons when 
lockdowns have been in place across the country. The widening gaps in attainment and progress 
between those families with digital equipment and those without it has been well-documented. 
Locally, the High Sheriff, worked very hard to source laptops and other equipment for all schools and 
both Wootton Upper School and Kimberley College benefited from this scheme. Bedford Rotary Club 
also played a big part. Overall, more than 100 lap tops were provided to support individual families. 
Thank you to everyone who helped. 
 
The pandemic brought an abrupt end to many of our activities were curtailed including sporting 
fixtures, concerts, trips and visits. We long for all these experiences to return for the benefit of all our 
pupils and students.  
 
The Peace Garden outside the Library at Wootton Upper School has moved forward – but it is not yet 
fully finished. Currently lots of tulip bulbs are in bloom: this has really brightened the area and it is now 
a popular place for pupils to sit and eat their lunch during their break and to read or just to reflect. 
 
The enforced closure enabled our Estates Team to move forward on a number of maintenance 
projects:  much of the school has been repainted and some areas re-carpeted too. One of the biggest 
changes has been at the front of the school where almost £200,000 was spent on creating a new 
Reception and meeting rooms. The Trust’s application to the government for funding for the project 
was successful. However, there was a shortfall of around £40,000 and the Trust cannot thank Wootton 
Parish Council enough for agreeing to fund the excess using CIL funds which are available to WPC. The 
new Reception has greatly improved safeguarding and we know that parents much appreciate being 
able to arrive at the school and walk in to reception. The meeting room will be available for community 
groups to use in the future.  
 
We are finalizing video conferencing facilities in the room so that in the post-pandemic world, we can 
meet without everyone needing to travel. We have relocated our key support teams to this area 
including our Safeguarding and Attendance teams, as these are staff who parents/carers often need to 
see.  
 



Appendix Eight 

 

The Trust has also put in place a new CCTV system at both Wootton Upper School and at Kimberley 
College. The sixteen “ancient” cameras at Wootton Upper School have been replaced by ninety-two 
cameras where the images are much clearer. This has also greatly improved safeguarding at the school. 
Whilst the system in place at Kimberley was not as old, it only had a few cameras. The new system is 
more extensive. 
 
The Trust is continuing to work with others to improve facilities and opportunities for all of its learners. 
Much work has taken place in the last twelve months with the Parish Council to enable new sports 
facilities to be developed, probably over the next sixteen months which will be available for community 
use in the evenings and weekends. This is a very extensive project and will probably require funding of 
between £1,000,000 - £1,500,000. Without the leadership and support of key Parish Councillors, as 
well as the Parish Council as a whole and also Councillor John Wheeler, this project would not be 
possible. Jon Billington, Vice Chair of WAT, and Steph McMenamy, Finance Lead at WAT are leading on 
the project for the Trust. 
 
We know that the project once completed will mean that children who attend the school as well as the 
wider community will have much better facilities available including a full size MUGA, tennis courts and 
much more.  
 
Improving educational standards is a key priority in every educational setting.  The Trust continues to 
work with local schools in the Wootton and Cranfield area to improve the high quality education which 
is already provided. Senior Leaders from four local Bedford Borough based schools [Wootton Upper, 
Wootton Lower, Broadmead Lower and Marston Vale Middle] meet each fortnight to agree common 
systems so that families can understand more easily how the schools work together. We are 
determined to put in place a coherent curriculum from Reception through to Year 13 as well as seeking 
to develop common approaches to how we support families whose children attend any of these 
schools. We already seek to put on CPD training which is open to staff in all of these schools. 
 
Recruiting staff remains a key challenge in some areas. At secondary level, there is a national shortage 
of teachers in some teaching subjects including in STEM subjects [Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics]. The Trust appointed some teachers in November and December 2020 for September 
2021 … but there are still some gaps to fill before the new timetable can be completed. 
 
Pupils and students and their families have been incredibly well supported over the last twelve months 
by the senior leadership teams at Wootton Upper School, led by Mrs McMorn, Head of School, and at 
Kimberley College, led by Mr Detheridge, Head of College. The Trust has received great support from 
numerous external agencies, notably Bedford Borough Council who have played such an important role 
during the pandemic as well as offering great School Improvement Team support, which WAT believes 
provides excellent value for money. The Trust also recognizes the excellent support it receives from the 
overwhelming majority of its parents/carers. It also recognizes the support that so many Wootton 
based organizations and groups provide to improve the life chances of young people at the school and 
the college and to support the wellbeing of all the adults who work and volunteer at the Trust. 
 
Therefore, on behalf of the Trustees and governors, I would like to thank everyone who has helped the 
Trust over the last year for their immense support and ask them to continue to make the incredible 
difference they currently do in the year ahead.  Thank you all so much. 
 
Michael Gleeson 
Executive Principal 
Wootton Academy Trust
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Wootton Baptist Church Annual Report 2020/21 
 

Wootton Baptist Church has been affected by the Covid 19 situation, just as the other organisations in 
the village.  Services were suspended for several months in the last year, together with Coffee 
Mornings, and youth meetings.  Our usual contacts with our own fellowship and others in the village 
had to be done by telephone, email, zoom or text.  Our Adventurers youth group was done on Zoom 
with the help of another church who had the technical facilities.  In this way we have been able to 
continue, with restrictions, to tell others about the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for which 
our church stands. 
 
Funerals have been difficult with restricted numbers, but the church has been used in this way during 
the year. 
 
As the restrictions slowly relax, it has been possible to hold our Sunday morning meetings again.  The 
restrictions are onerous, as we cannot sing, have to wear masks, and observe spacing.  It’s the older 
members of the fellowship who suffer the most as they cannot get themselves to the church, and 
cannot be picked up by car.       
 
To help in keeping the fellowship together, we have issued a weekly Bulletin, with all the news from 
the church and encouragements we have had.  This has helped to make people feel they are wanted 
and are still part of the fellowship. 
 
Another outreach we have done is to put a free bookstall outside the church, in the car park, for 
anyone to take and read the Bibles and other Christian literature.  This has been a great success as over 
fifty Bibles have been taken, and many other books.  There has been a little vandalism, mainly the 
sanitiser, which has been stolen three times.  It was eventually secured so has not been touched since.  
The worst enemy is the rain and high wind.  The bookstall has been blown over once!. 
 
Hopefully we will soon be able to return to our normal services to the community in presenting God’s 
word as the church has done since 1836. 
 
Rob Stanton
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Wootton Community First Responders Annual Report 2020/21 

  
The Wootton CFR team is growing and has attended numerous calls throughout the Covid-19 
pandemic.  There are now three CFRs in Wootton, two in Cranfield who are attached to the same 
team and one from Stewartby, who is undertaking training ahead of joining the team.  The monthly 
checks are still being undertaken for all three Wootton public defibrillators.   
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Wootton Village Hall Annual Report 2020/21 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wootton Village Hall, on Church Road, was opened on 9th July 1983. Funded by village subscriptions (all 
villagers were asked to buy a 50p brick!!) and a grant from the Local Authority, it has served the Village for 
over 37 years. It was built by a local builder (John Newitt) who still lives in the village. A plaque in the foyer 
lists the villagers who were the first Trustees – Mr T Abbott, Mr M Cooper, Mr A R Martin, Mr I A 
Maunders,  Mr M O’Donnell, Mr D F Perry, Mr B Woodin, Mrs C Abbott, Mrs G M Jones, Mr L Mountain, 
Mrs L J Maunders, Mrs B J Perry, Mr B Simpson and Mr F G Wright. 
 
The Hall is currently run by a committee which consists of representatives from Village organisations 
(Parish Council, WI, Bowls Club, Country Players, Brennan School of Dance) and other parishioners. 
For 37 years, barely a day has gone by (up to Lockdown in March 2020) when the Hall was not hired out for 
some reason or another. It was shut for a week about 10 years ago when the floor was replaced, otherwise 
it has been in continuous use. For many years the committee have been aware that the Hall has needed 
refurbishing. So, with the Hall shut because of COVID, the committee considered this to be an ideal time to 
redecorate. Taylor Wimpey and Wootton Parish Council agreed to part fund the work, so in July 2020 the 
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Hall was redecorated from top (the ceiling) to toe (the skirting boards). Thanks is due to Taylor Wimpey 
and the Parish Council for supporting the Village Hall. A plaque to note their generosity has been put on 
the wall in the Hall. 
  
All that was needed then was for users to come and hire the Hall again but COVID prevented that. 
 
In August, with relaxation of some of the restrictions, revised conditions of hire were written to allow for 
COVID and the Hall was made COVID secure. In September, following Government Guidance, the Hall was 
reopened for Exercise Classes. These included, Pilates, Yoga, Keep Fit, Martial Arts of various forms, School 
of Dance and Dog training.  
 
Over the years, the Hall has also been used for parties and other gatherings particularly at weekends. 
Sadly, that was not possible. The Hall was designed with a stage and Country Players have put on many 
many productions over the years. Hopefully, when we all get back to normal and the pandemic is behind 
us, Wootton’s budding actors will put on more shows for villagers to go to. The Bowls club is another 
Community Group which has used the Hall (twice a week) over the years. Neither Country Players nor the 
Bowls Club have been able to use the Hall since March 2020 because of the pandemic. 
 
As stated above, the Hall was opened in 1983. In 1992 the Hall needed a new caretaker and new bookings 
clerk. Marie Kramer and Jenny Lambert took the jobs on for three months. They are still in post today 28 
years later!! Well done Marie and Jenny. Wootton Village Hall would not have been the success it is 
without you. 
 
The Village Hall activities were severely affected by the Pandemic in 2020-2021. Revenue from hirings was 
down to 20% of normal levels. However, with the government’s business support grants and furlough 
schemes the Village Hall now finds itself in a strong financial position.  
 
All exercise classes will be restarted in mid-May and it is hoped that all other hirings will be possible in 
mid/late summer. 
                                                                                                                            
Robert Wallace 
On behalf of Wootton Village Hall Committee 
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