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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 17th April 2019 at 7.30pm at Wootton Community Centre, Harris Way, Wootton. 
 The Annual Parish Meeting is a statutory meeting of the parish electorate (Local Government Act 1972, Part 1, s9(1)).  It is not a parish council meeting.  The Annual 

Parish Meeting must be held between 1st March and 1st June (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p14(1)).   
The parish council chairman calls the meeting and if present, chairs the meeting (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p15(1) + p17(1).  If the parish council 
chairman is absent, the vice-chairman if present, shall preside.  If neither are in attendance, the meeting may appoint a person to take the chair and for the purposes of 
this meeting, that person will have the powers and authority of the chairman (Local Government Act 1972, Sch12, Part III, p17(1) + (3).   
Parish meetings have a general power to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions, however there is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations 
are not binding on the parish council.  Any such recommendations can, if appropriate to do so, be taken forward for consideration by the parish council or any of its 
committees.  
All local electors are entitled to speak and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting; others may attend but not speak or vote. 

Present Gareth Lloyd, Chairman Wootton Parish Council – in the chair; 
John Wheeler, Vice-Chairman Wootton Parish Council, Bedford Borough Councillor (including Children’s Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee and Joint Consultative 
and Negotiating Committee for Primary and Secondary Education), Alderman Newton’s Educational Foundation, Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity Grants 
Committee, Forest of Marston Vale Grants Committee, Local Authority Governor – Wootton Lower School, Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity, St. John’s Hospital 
Trust, Vice-Chairman of Governors – Wootton Upper School, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities; 
Gerald Bygraves, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Bob Hensher, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Jeff Noakes, Member Wootton Parish Council, Street Watch; 
Paul Quirk, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Bob Wallace, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Sue Playford, Clerk to Wootton Parish Council and Responsible Financial Officer; 
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Chris Ashpole, Royal British Legion; 
Jo Roberts, Forest of Marston Vale; 
Malcolm Chalmers, Speed Watch, Street Watch, Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme; 
Peta Stanton, Wootton Baptist Church; 
Rob Stanton, Wootton Baptist Church; 
Brian Pawlett, Wootton New Life Methodist Church; 
Kath Pawlett, Wootton New Life Methodist Church; 
Michael (and Shirley) Gleeson, Wootton Upper School; 
Keith Randell, Wootton Vale Healthy Living Centre, Patient Participation Group. 

Agenda no Agenda item title  Comments 

APM19/001 Apologies for absence. 
Hazel Martin, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Stuart O’Dell, Member Wootton Parish Council; 
Canon Peter Ackroyd, Vicar, St. Mary’s Church, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land 
Charities; 
Wootton Badminton Club; 
Chris Maher, Wootton Community First Response; 

 Noted for the minutes. 

APM19/002 Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Minutes are published on the Wootton Parish Council website:   
http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/. 
Members are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on 2nd May 2018. 

 The meeting agreed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 2nd 
May 2018 were an accurate record. 

APM19/003 To receive the following reports from Wootton Parish Council.  
• Chairman’s report. 
• Financial report. 

 Gareth Lloyd reiterated a comment made at last year’s meeting – parish 
council solicitors were still working on the lease agreement for the 
community centre.  The parish council had now received funding from 
Persimmon Homes to operate the building, which would take formal 
bookings from June/July 2019. He reminded all present that information 
was regularly included in the quarterly Wootton newsletter and the annual 
report (the latter of which would contain maps of the entire village).   
It was noted (with thanks to Sheila Warman for the suggestion) an open air 
cinema event would be held on Friday 12th July on land adjacent to the 
community centre.  Two films would show at 4pm and 7pm.  The following 
day, Saturday 13th July, was the annual Fun Fest at the recreation ground, 
Church Road. 
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Gareth added an open event would be held on Friday/Saturday 17th/18th 
May at the community centre to publicise the emerging Neighbourhood 
Plan, ahead of the referendum anticipated towards the end of this year.  A 
final questionnaire would also be delivered to all houses in the village.  
Approval of the Neighbourhood Plan would ensure only small pockets of 
development would be permitted in the future.  Without the plan, Bedford 
Borough Council as local planning authority, would be able to approve much 
larger proposals. 
 
Sue Playford confirmed the year end accounts were being finalised before 
submission to the internal auditor and the relevant information would be 
included within the finance section of the annual report.   

APM19/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 
• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Wheeler; 
• Bedfordshire Police; 
• Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC); 
• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 Forest of Marston Vale 
Jo Roberts was first to speak after agenda item APM19/002. 
Her update for the year referenced the planting of 1,700 small trees, carried 
out by children from Wootton Lower School in the field adjacent to their site 
on Harris Way.  Woodland had also been planted in Wilstead – some 5,000 
trees would be in place by Winter 2019/20. 
Jo then added their Community Fund had grants up to £2,000 available for 
Wootton groups to access.  Wootton Blue Cross and Wootton Upper School 
had benefitted from the scheme – Wootton Blue Cross purchased some 
five-a-side play equipment and Wootton Upper School had created a 
reflective garden for students to study outdoors.  
Jo was asked if there were any plans for Berry Wood.  Whilst the Forest of 
Marston Vale had helped to plant it, it was actually a Bedford Borough 
Council asset. 
Jo was also asked if additional dog litter bins could be sited.  She responded 
stating there had been an arrangement in place whereby Bedford Borough 
Council sited and emptied them, however the borough council had since 
removed them.  The Forest of Marston Vale did not have the resources to 
install and then regularly empty them.  It was understood a core group of 
people were repeat offenders and the Forest of Marston Vale were looking 
to raise awareness and educate people into picking up and properly 
disposing of their dog’s mess.  
Sadly it was a perennial problem for all who managed green spaces.   
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Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor John Wheeler 
Borough Councillor John Wheeler’s report was circulated ahead of this 
meeting.  Refer to Appendix 1.   
He was asked about the signage on Fields Road, indicating works which 
started on 1st May.  John confirmed the works were to widen the pavement 
from the Cock Inn PH down towards the Berryfields roundabout.  Once 
those works were complete, a pedestrian crossing would be added adjacent 
to the doctor’s surgery and then the entire length of Fields Road was 
earmarked for resurfacing.  
John added the parish council had given a list of roads to Bedford Borough 
Council it considered suitable for average speed cameras.  The borough 
council were now asking for input from Bedfordshire Police and Wootton 
Speed Watch, however Gareth added there was strong support from 
residents for cameras, with 69% in favour following an earlier 
Neighbourhood Plan survey. 
Sue Playford added a feasibility study had been carried out by Bedford 
Borough Council to establish whether a pavement could be added to the 
south side of Fields Road. 
John was asked about flooding on Cause End Road and he responded stating 
the drain had been compromised at two points.  Bedford Borough Council’s 
investigations were ongoing.  Paul Quirk added development elsewhere in 
the village may have caused water courses to alter, adding to the issue. 
John then stated planning permission had been granted for four shops 
within Berryfields and it was understood the Co-Op had expressed an 
interest in the larger unit.  Works would begin in June/July this year, with a 
finish date of March 2020. 
John then added temporary monitoring litter bins were being put in place as 
follows: 
• Bedford Road/Keeley Lane corner; 
• Fields Road; 
• Lorraine Road Green; 
• Old A421 lay-by. 
Bedford Borough Council had agreed to monitor the rubbish over a six week 
period to establish where extra bins could be added, and whether those 
bins should be dual purpose to encourage better recycling.   
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It was noted residents were moving into the new bpha (Bedfordshire 
Pilgrims Housing Association) extra-care facility on Fields Road. 
John was then asked if the borough council would consider remodelling 
works at the Bedford Road/Fields Road junction.  Currently buses were 
having to pull across into oncoming traffic in order to turn left and continue 
along Church Road.  John stated there were plans to consider re-routing the 
53 bus which would resolve the problem.  However, it was noted the 
borough council and developers had gone against the parish council’s 
suggested route.  Their proposal was for buses to travel down Fields Road 
and into the new estate towards Cranfield Road, the parish council had 
recommended buses travel up Fields Road, so passengers could board/alight 
by the doctor’s surgery. 
 
Bedfordshire Police 
Bedfordshire Police’s report was not circulated ahead of this meeting, but 
hard copies were available on the evening.  Refer to Appendix 2.  PCSO 
James Dancer had hoped to attend but was unable to. 
 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC) 
No report available. 

APM19/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations.  Speed Watch 
Malcolm Chalmers reported regular patrols were carried out along Fields 
Road and they had been successful in slowing traffic.  One resident had 
recently expressed an interest in joining the group and had been referred to 
Bedfordshire Police for training.  He added the group would patrol 
elsewhere in the village, including Wootton Road into the village from 
Gibraltar Corner. 
Malcolm was asked if there was a risk that cars would speed along the new 
road from Cranfield Road to Fields Road.  John Wheeler stated the road 
would be modelled to control speed; however it was noted it would be used 
as a short-cut through the village.   
Malcolm reiterated again he had yet to witness any buses speeding, despite 
repeated complaints from one resident, who had been asked on several 
occasions to join the patrol.  This was seconded by John Wheeler who had 
on one occasion asked for all bus tachometers to be examined – none had 
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travelled over the limit.  
 
Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme 
Malcolm reported the scheme was short on volunteers, especially those 
who could help transport wheelchair/mobility scooter users.  The village 
agent Andrea MacAdam was encouraging others to join – all volunteers had 
to be DSB checked.   
 
Street Watch 
Jeff Noakes reported this scheme was also short on volunteers, especially as 
patrols had to be in pairs.  They patrolled 2-3 times a month and were 
generally well received.  Advertising for new recruits was ongoing. 
 
Wootton Upper School 
Michael Gleeson’s report was circulated ahead of this meeting.  Refer to 
Appendix 3.   
Michael added this thanks to Sheila Warman for her sterling work and 
energy alongside members of the WI – most notably with the poppy display 
at the Memorial Hall, Bedford Road.  Sheila was unable to attend in person, 
but asked Sue Playford to pass on her thanks to all who were involved in the 
project.  He also thanked Chris Ashpole for her support towards the school. 
 
Wootton New Life Methodist Church   
Refer to Appendix 4. 
Kath and Brian Pawlett added the annual Senior Citizens tea would be held 
at the Baptist Church on 14th May. 
 
Wootton Village Hall 
Bob Wallace stated the village hall was receiving more booking requests 
than ever before and it was hoped some would be referred to the 
Community Centre, once it was fully operational.   
 
Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity 
John Wheeler confirmed it would be a full lunch again this year, on 3rd 
December at the village hall.  He thanked both the lower and upper schools 
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for their involvement and support towards the event. 
Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities 
John Wheeler thanked the parish council for its continued support in paying 
on credits received from the recycling at the bottle bank.  He added the 
charity did not just offer financial support – it was able to assist when 
needed in terms of benefits advice or form-filling.  John added the Food 
Larder in Bedford was well received, with some 12 Wootton families using it 
every Thursday.  Any volunteers to help bring the food from Bedford to 
Wootton Lower School would be welcome. 
 
Royal British Legion  
Chris Ashpole offered her thanks to all for their continued support.  Sue 
Playford detailed proposed renovation/remedial works to the war 
memorial, which would include crack repairs, cleaning and the resetting of 
name plaques.   
 
Wootton Baptist Church 
Refer to Appendix 5. 
Rob and Peta Stanton added leaflets were being delivered, advertising all 
Easter services. 
 
Wootton Patient Participation Group  
Refer to Appendix 6. 
Keith Randell also confirmed there were no plans for shops to be built 
where the surgery currently was – the surgery still had control of the land 
and were still pushing for a permanent building. 
 
The following reports could not be delivered in person and are attached as 
follows: 
• St. Mary’s Church.  Refer to Appendix 7. 
• Wootton Community First Response.  Refer to Appendix 8. 

APM19/006 General Parish Issues.  It was asked whether parking restrictions (double yellow lines) could be 
added along Cause End Road, opposite Lorraine Road.  It was noted Bedford 
Borough Council had yet to complete their obligations in terms of yellow 
lines agreed in 2015 and advisory white lines, proposed in 2018.  Once the 
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new shops were open in Berryfields it was hoped the traffic/parking 
situation outside the One Stop on Cause End Road would improve.    

 
Meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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Borough Councillor Cllr John Wheeler’s Annual Report 2017/18 
 
Email: john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk Phone: 07913409433 

Borough Councillor Annual Report 2018/19 
 
There have been notable developments in relation to a range of significant issues in the past year: 
 
Local Plan 
 
The Council approved its Local Plan, determining sites for housing and employment growth, for submission to the 
Planning Inspectorate on the 5th December.  Following the removal of the proposed Colworth Garden Village and its 
planned 2500 homes (because it was too close to the Santa Pod Raceway) the Local Plan period has been shortened 
from 2035 to 2030.  That lowers the housing need figure from 7855 to a minimum of 3636. 
 
The final allocations are set out in the below table taken from the report.   
 

 

 
 
The Local Plan will now be examined by the Planning Inspectorate which will make comments and, where 
appropriate, suggestions for modifications so that it complies with national policies and legal requirements.  Local 
authorities are not obliged to take on board the views of the Planning Inspector but doing so could ensure the Local 
Plan is deemed to be ‘sound’ should it be subject to legal challenge from developers in the future.  Depending on the 
workload of the Planning Inspectorate at the time of submission, it is likely to take several months for the Council’s 
Local Plan to be reviewed.   
 
Council Budget 
 
The Borough Council’s budget was agreed at a meeting of councillors on the 6th February.  It includes plans to 
increase Council Tax by 1.49%, with an additional 1% for the Adult Social Care precept; a £36.63 per year rise for the 
average Band D property. 
 

mailto:john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk
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Demand for adult social care continues to be one of the main pressures on the Council’s revenue budget, with 
spending rising in this service area to just under £52m in 2019/20.  There is, therefore, a need for the Council to 
continue its savings programme, with £5.3m of efficiencies to be delivered next year.  The total net revenue budget 
is £128.6m. 
 
The Council also has a Capital Programme for 2018/19 – 2021/22 covering spending on ‘one-off’ schemes.  The total 
value across the 4 year period is £213.2m and includes projects such as the ‘Transporting Bedford 2020’ road 
decongestion scheme (£18.4m, with £15.5m being provided by the Government) and Wixams Railway (£27.4m, 
although this may be superseded by the East West Rail project). 
 
Infrastructure 
 
• Black Cat / Caxton Gibbet Bypass: In February, Highways England announced its preferred option to upgrade 
the Black Cat roundabout and the selected route for a new bypass between the junction and Caxton Gibbet in 
Cambridgeshire. The roundabout is to be reconfigured and will become three-tier, while the new bypass will be built 
south of Little Barford and will then run east adjacent to the A428 towards.   The estimated cost of the project is 
£810m - £1.4bn:  https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a428-black-cat-to-caxton-gibbet/  
• East West Rail (EWR) / Wixams Station: From January – March a consultation was held on route options for 
the EWR line between Oxford, Milton Keynes, Bedford and Cambridge, with the potential in the future to extend 
further to Norwich.  There are 5 options, 3 of which mention the use of an unspecified ‘Bedford South’ station, which 
could be the long-awaited Wixams station or an alternative site.  Conversely, 2 of the options see the line going 
through the town centre and linking with the existing Bedford Midland station.  See 
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay  
• Transporting Bedford 2020: Preliminary works have started on the Transporting Bedford 2020 road 
decongestion scheme.  The project cost, totalling £18.4m, includes £15.5m investment from the Government.  Works 
will focus on the junctions at the A6 Paula Radcliffe Way bypass / Manton Lane, Ampthill Road and the High Street.  
For information search ‘Transporting Bedford 2020’.  
 
Health 
 
• Hospital Merger: Bedford Hospital and Luton & Dunstable Hospital both still intend to merge despite a delay.  
The plans would require £100m of capital investment from central government but this has not yet been 
forthcoming.  Bedford Hospital’s Chief Executive has stated that the merger would see key services including 
maternity, paediatrics and A & E retained at the Hospital. 
• Urgent Treatment Centre: Bedford Hospital’s new Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC) opened its doors on the 
1st October 2018.   The UTC provides same-day appointments for minor illnesses over a 12 hour period, 7 days a 
week via referrals from A & E and the 111 phone service as a means of reducing pressure on the Hospital’s A & E 
function. 
 
Policing 
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner, Kathryn Holloway, announced in February that 400 Police Constables will be 
recruited in the years 2019/20 – 2021/22.  In 2019/20, 160 PCs will be appointed through an average £2 rise in the 
police element of Council Tax and an additional £1.3m from the Government. 
 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a428-black-cat-to-caxton-gibbet/
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay
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The force also received in December a £4.5m grant from the Home Office in response to ‘exceptional’ demands 
placed on the force by gangs engaging in violent crimes.  It will cover the cost of ‘Operation Boson’; Bedfordshire 
Police’s response to gang, gun and knife crime. 
 

BBCllr John Wheeler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 
 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 17th April 2019 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………                                                                  P a g e  | 12 
 
Date 12th May 2021 
 

Wootton Crime Stats 15.4.18-15.4.19 
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Wootton Annual Parish Meeting April 17 2019 

 
Wootton Community Centre 

 
Wootton Academy Trust Report 

 
Over the last twelve months Wootton Academy Trust has made good progress. 
 
Pupils at Wootton Upper School secured a positive Progress 8 measure of 0.26 [national average of -
0.02], up from 0.13 in 2017. 46% of Year 11 pupils achieved GCSE passes at grade 5 and above in both 
English and Mathematics [national average 43.3%] and an Attainment 8 score of 49.1 [national average 
46.5].  
 
The progress measure for students in Year 13 at Kimberley College was 0.11 [national average 0.00] 
and the proportion of pupils achieving at least 2 grade As and a B in their A levels was 18.3% 
significantly above national average [13.7%] and once again putting the college in the Sunday Times list 
of top performing Sixth Form Colleges in England. 
 
Attendance of pupils at Wootton Upper School improved further and is now above the national 
average for secondary schools reflecting the hard work of the School’s Attendance Team.  
 
Numbers at Kimberley College have continued to grow and in September 2018, 326 students joined 
the college making Year 12 at Kimberley the largest Sixth Form cohort of any sixth form across 
Bedfordshire offering A levels.  Numbers at Kimberley are forecast to be around 300 once again in 
September 2019 meaning that the college will have over 600 learners. Its capacity is 700. Students 
attending Kimberley come from a broad range of schools cross a wide area.  
 
As of April 17 2019, numbers at Wootton Upper School were 884 with 314 in Year 9, 280 in Year 10 and 
290 in Year 11. Numbers for Year 9 in 2019 are currently 277. We anticipate this will rise to between 
290 and 300 by September 2019.  
 
We have sought new governors for both the Wootton and Kimberley Local Governing Bodies. We are 
delighted that Pauline Kendall is one of the new Kimberley Local Governors. Pauline is well-known in 
the village and has a huge wealth of experience of Post 16 education. At Wootton, we have recently 
had an election for a new parent governor. Judith Chandler, a Wootton resident was elected in the 
ballot.   
 
We are very fortunate to have the continuing energy and interest of John Wheeler who remains our 
Vice Chair of Governors at Wootton Upper School and who works so hard to develop community links 
between the school and the village. 
 
Like many schools and colleges, Wootton Upper School and Kimberley College are facing financial 
challenges; this year class sizes have had to increase and not all staff have been replaced if they have 
left. The Trust is in a stronger position than many others – it does not have a deficit. However, are 
reserves need to increase from £270,000 to a minimum of £500,000 over the next twelve months.  
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The Trust meets regularly with governing bodies of other schools in the area as well as both Bedford 
Borough Council and Central Bedfordshire Council to comment on educational strategy for the area. 
This year a lot of time has been spent trying to work out how many places will be needed in the future 
given the housing development across our admissions area and the admissions area of Holywell and 
Marston Vale Middle Schools and their lower schools. This work is ongoing. As a group of schools we 
have never work so closely together.  
 
As a family of schools we have spent time concentrating on strategies to support children with Special 
Education Needs, Disadvantaged children, children with Social and Emotional Mental Health issues and 
improving attendance in all schools in the family by developing common principles.  
 
This year our family of schools is holding an arts festival at Kimberley College on June 24th which most 
schools will be participating in.  
 
In terms of community links, we were pleased to be involved in the Fun Fest in July 2018 and look 
forward to the equivalent event in July 2019. We also enjoyed hosting a senior citizen’s tea party last 
summer and planning has started for this year’s event. We took part in the commemorations for the 
anniversary of the end of World War One. The whole village should be proud of how much effort it put 
into marking this anniversary. We are delighted tom participate in the Wootton Community Group and 
have made contact with many different village groups through this group; we are amazed at the 
community minded spirit and hard work of others on this group. We took part in the scare crow 
festival and look forward to doing so again in 2019. 
 
In terms of fund raising Wootton Upper School raised just over £4,000 in 2017 – 2018. We have raised 
£5,000 already over the last two terms for different charities as well as supporting the Bedford Food 
Bank.  
 
Our musical in October 2018 was Grease and as you would expect it sold out very quickly. Following 
four fantastic performances in the Theatre Hall at Wootton, the production transferred to Bremen for 
further performances. It really was a very special show and we are grateful to all Wootton residents 
who came to support it. 
 
We have hosted a number of concerts over the last twelve months including the joint concert with ETA 
Hoffman Gymnasium which took place last July at Kimberley College. Recently an Arts Festival took 
place at Kimberley where music, poetry and dance took centre stage. At Wootton we have held our 
Christmas and Spring Concerts. 
 
Last year two members of staff left the Trust to become Senior Leaders in other schools. This year two 
existing Senior Leaders have secured similar promotions; one of our challenges is to keep developing 
the school leaders of the future.  
 
Our priorities for next year and beyond include: 
- seeking to address increasingly complex wellbeing issues of many pupils; 
- focussing on staff wellbeing to retain the best staff in our school and college; 
- securing even better outcomes for pupils and students; 
- providing our pupils and students with better facilities.  
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In conclusion, we would like to thank the parish of Wootton for all of its support in helping our school 
over the last twelve months and to wish all organizations and communities in the parish a successful 
year ahead.  
 
 
Michael Gleeson 
Executive Principal 
Wootton Academy Trust 
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Wootton New Life Methodist Church 

 
Report for Annual Wootton Parish Meeting  April 2019 

 
Wootton New Life Church continues to be part of the Wootton Village Community. 
 
• Our main focus as a Church is our Sunday Gatherings focused on worshipping God, hearing His 
Word for our lives and sharing in fellowship together. We have an informal style and there is S-Club for 
children and young people. 
• Midweek there are Groups to reinforce our Sunday teaching and support one-another. The 
Hub is open for Drop-in Coffee on Monday and Thursday mornings from 10.00-12.00 noon and we 
would like this community facility to be as widely known as possible, as it is a good place to meet for 
long-term and newer residents. 
• We welcome families in a variety of ways:  
o Pat-a-Cake is our term time group for Mums, Dads and Carers with pre-school children, which 
meets on a Thursday afternoon. 
o Our Girls’ Brigade and Boys’ Brigade are thriving on Thursday and Friday evenings, with lots of 
additional events and competitions. 
o During this last year we have revisited our “Family Specials” with themed events at Halloween, 
Christmas, Shrove Tuesday and Easter. 
• As a village Church we work alongside our fellow Christians in the united events organised by 
the Wootton and Stewartby Churches. We are also part of the wider Methodist Church in North 
Bedfordshire and beyond and we attend “New Wine” events. New Wine works to support individuals 
and Churches and one of its main events is the Summer Gathering of about 20,000 people, over the 
two weeks it runs. This year the Summer Gathering is moving to the Peterborough Showground which 
will make it easier for more local people to attend than when it was previously in Somerset.  
 
• For more information about WNL please ring  01234 768222  or see our web-site 
www.woottonnewlife.org.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.woottonnewlife.org.uk/
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Wootton Parish Council- meeting - 17th April 2019 

 
My wife and I represent the Baptist Church in Bedford Road, Wootton. 
 
I would like to thank the Parish Council for the work they do in putting together the Parish magazine 
and for allowing me to put a piece in it each quarter. 
 
Since the meeting of the Council last year, the church has continued to meet at the usual times on 
Sundays and during the week.    The congregations have increased over the year and also the youth 
group, which we call ‘Adventurers’ has increased in numbers. 
 
There have been three baptisms during the year, and we are hopeful that there will be several new 
people join the membership of the church.   We have room for plenty more. 
 
The ‘Adventurer ‘Group meets on Monday afternoon, straight after school finishes.    As we are right 
next door to the school, we go round to collect them so there is no need for the parents to attend.  
They, of course fetch them home.    We are very grateful to the school for cooperating with us to 
ensure the children are safely looked after. 
 
We hold the Coffee Morning on Tuesday morning, from 10am to Midday.  There is a good group of 
regular attenders, and it is open to anyone who wishes to come.  We serve Drinks and home made 
cakes at very moderate prices.   Even though the prices are low, there is always a profit, which goes 
annually to the Africa Inland Mission International famine relief.   Last year we sent nearly a thousand 
pounds.    All of you are very welcome to come.  It is a meeting place for anyone who wishes to chat 
over a cup of tea.    
 
There is a Ladies meeting once a fortnight, on Tuesday afternoon     There is also a Home Group on 
Wednesday evening and Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on Thursday afternoon. 
 
As you will probably know, we have had no resident Minister for over a hundred years, and our 
services are taken by local preachers or someone from the fellowship.      
 
We try to hold to Biblical standards while being up to date with how the services are run.       Being a 
Christian Church, the main aim is to glorify God and to tell people of salvation which can be obtained 
by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Thank you.  If you don’t attend a church and wish to visit us, you are very welcome. 

 
 

Rob Stanton 
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PPG Annual Report 2019 

 
 
 
 

The PPG has continued to meet monthly throughout the year in reduced numbers. We are now 
only 5 members. Some people have joined us then left after a couple of meetings so we would 
love to recruit anyone who would like to help in creating a medical centre that suits as many 
people as possible. 

 
 

At the Funfest we created quite a stir with our petition to help keep a surgery in Wootton. At no 
point was it suggested the surgery was closing but may relocate, however the knock-on effect 
and rumours caused quite a few problems .In itself this brought us to the notice of the 'higher 
ups' and actually made them sit up and take notice that Wootton Village wanted and needed to 
keep a surgery in the village. 

 
 

During the year we have tried to educate patients about cancelling appointments if they 
cannot attend, keep travel vaccinations and child immunisations up to date by informing 
them through displays in the surgery and articles in the Wootton News. 

 
 

At the moment the NHS itself is in crisis, funding is tight, so we are no further forward with a 
permanent building until decisions are made regarding the future of the NHS. Every meeting we 
hear of a new idea, then that changes by the next month . The latest suggestion is to work towards 
hubs with satellite surgeries, where services are shared between a group. It might mean patients 
have to travel to other surgeries for particular needs but a small price to pay if it means the main 
bulk of a patients needs are dealt with on home territory. 

 
 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at the new earlier time of 5pm if anyone 
wishes to join us. 
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Wootton Community First Responders Update Apr 2019 
  
During the last year the team, which still stands at 4 of us have been as busy as ever. 
We’ve all been off duty at one time or another due to illness or injury (not on duty), but 
when this has happened the rest of the team have provided extra cover. We are 
averaging around 15 calls per month and had a run of 5 cardiac arrest calls at the start 
of 2019, on each occasion the team were first on scene with a defib. Unfortunately the 
team in Marston have now stood down for the next year or so, they are hoping to get 
back up and running in the future but in the interim they have kindly loaned their kit to 
our team, which means we now have 3 kits. With one husband and wife on the team 
this now means we no longer have to move kits around at all and also enables us to 
change plans quickly or even be alerted to jobs whilst off duty. The trust have now also 
enabled us to book on duty on two different levels, previously we were only on or off 
duty and would be requested to attend any CFR suitable jobs. We can now book on as 
Level 0 which means we will only be tasked to cardiac arrests, this is ideal on those 
occasions when we have other plans but are in the village, so would be prepared to 
drop whatever we are doing for a cardiac arrest job. 
  
In addition to our CFR we also arranged a free CPR training session in conjunction with 
the East Anglian Air Ambulance and St Marys Church. St Marys Church kindly provided 
their Church Hall as venue free of charge and the training was run by a Critical Care 
Paramedic from the Air Ambulance. The two sessions were attended by around 27 
people from the local community, who all now have a good understanding of how to 
do CPR and how to use a defib. 
  
Also the Community defib has been checked each month throughout the year, it was 
deployed but not used in July 2018 and fortunately it was returned to the cabinet as 
the ambulance trust didn’t notify me that it had been deployed, but I have been 
assured that has been improved and I would be informed on any future deployments. 
 

 
 


