
Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 2nd May 2018 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………                                                                  P a g e  | 1 
 
Date 17th April 2019. 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 7.45pm in the Memorial Hall, Bedford Road, Wootton. 

 The Annual Parish Meeting is a statutory meeting of the parish electorate (Local Government Act 1972, Part 1, s9(1)).  It is not a parish council meeting.  It is held 

between 1st March and 1st June (Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, Part III, p14(1)).  There is no prescribed format for this meeting.  Parish meetings have a general 

power to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions, but any resolutions passed are not binding on the parish council.  If the chairman of the parish council is present at 

this meeting, s/he shall preside and if s/he is absent the vice-chairman if present, shall preside.  If neither are in attendance, the meeting may appoint a person to take 

the chair, and for the purposes of this meeting, that person will have the powers and authority of the chairman (Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, Part III, p17(1) + 

(3). 

All local electors are entitled to speak and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting; others may attend but not speak or vote. 

Present Gareth Lloyd, Chairman Wootton Parish Council – in the chair; 

John Wheeler, Vice-Chairman Wootton Parish Council, Bedford Borough Councillor, Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity Grants Committee, Forest of Marston Vale 

Grants Committee, Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity, Vice-Chairman of Governors – Wootton Upper School, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities; 

Stuart O’Dell, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Paul Quirk, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Sue Playford, Clerk Wootton Parish Council; 

Emma Brett, Chairperson Bizzy Bees; 

Nikki Pettit, Manager Bizzy Bees; 

James Russell, Forest of Marston Vale; 

Malcolm Chalmers, Speed Watch, Street Watch, Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme; 

Rob and Peta Stanton, Wootton Baptist Church; 

Chris Maher, Wootton Community First Response; 

Michael (and Shirley) Gleeson, Wootton Upper School; 
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Keith Randell, WoottonVale Healthy Living Centre, Patient Participation Group. 

Agenda no Agenda item title  Comments 

APM18/001 Apologies for absence. 

Gerald Bygraves, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Chris Gibbons, Member Wootton Parish Council;  

Hazel Martin, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Jeff Noakes, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Neera Regmi, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Bob Wallace, Member Wootton Parish Council; 

Rev Peter Ackroyd, Vicar, St. Mary’s Church, Wootton Church and Poor’s Land 

charities; 

Pat Bradley, Wootton Tang Soo Do; 

David Goodson, Wootton New Life Methodist Church. 

 Noted for the minutes. 

APM18/002 Minutes of the previous meeting. 

Minutes are published on the Wootton Parish Council website:   

http://woottonpc.bedsparishes.gov.uk/. 

Members are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 

held on 5th April 2017. 

 The meeting agreed the minutes of the 5th April 2017 were an accurate 

record. 

APM18/003 To receive the following reports from Wootton Parish Council.  

• Chairman’s report. 

• Financial report. 

 Gareth Lloyd confirmed the first annual report (A4 size) would be completed 

and delivered to all households, possibly alongside the June edition of the 

Wootton newsletter.  This report would include information on the duties 

and responsibilities of the parish council, contain information on finances, 

ongoing and completed projects and offer an insight into the emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan.  He added the parish council’s solicitors continued to 

push for ownership of the community centre. 

 

Sue Playford confirmed the year end accounts were being finalised before 

submission to the internal auditor and the relevant information would be 

included within the finance section of the annual report.   

APM18/004 To receive reports from outside bodies. 

• Bedford Borough Council – Borough Councillor Wheeler; 

• Bedfordshire police; 

• Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC); 

• Forest of Marston Vale. 

 Borough Councillor Wheeler’s report was submitted just ahead of this 

meeting so had not been circulated in advance.  Refer to Appendix 1.  It was 

noted information on the Local Plan 2035 could be subject to change, given 

doubts surrounding potential areas of development north of Bedford.  

Further information would be available after the Borough Council’s 
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Executive meeting on 16th May 2018. 

 

No report was submitted by Bedfordshire police. 

 

Refer to Appendix 2 regarding the Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity. 

 

James Russell introduced himself as a Forest Director, Forest of Marston 

Vale (FoMV).  He was attending in the absence of Jo Roberts, Community 

Engagement Officer. 

The origin of Wootton’s name (wood town) was noted, alongside FoMV’s 

vision in the mid 1990’s to deliver 30% tree coverage over a 40-year period.  

A recently-completed Impact Study Report noted a 3% tree coverage in the 

area when the vision was determined.  To date, 15.4% had been reached 

within the Marston Vale – with Wootton having 13.69% tree cover.  Benefits 

to health, wellbeing and the economy were noted – 167 full-time jobs were 

supported via FoMV each year.   

On a local level, James confirmed Jo Roberts had recruited several “wood 

wardens” – local people who kept an eye on woodland sites, reporting 

issues as they arose.  Jo had been working with local schools to plant trees.  

It was noted the majority of structured log play features installed some 10-

12 years ago had been removed, as they had deteriorated to a point where 

they were no longer safe for use.  FoMV were working with schools to 

source appropriate replacements.  James’s team was undergoing a 

restructure with new rangers and an expanded remit – however Jo 

remained the primary contact. 

Works on the Route 51 cycleway (which crossed Wootton) were moving 

forward – the link and underpass north of Fields Road were expected to be 

completed within the next 18-24 months.   

James reported FoMV were in talks with Bedford Borough Council’s 

Property Team regarding Berry Wood – to determine a master plan for the 

area, moving forward.  Encroaching development had not been envisaged 

when the wood was planted, and investment was needed, not least to meet 

the needs of residents in the immediate area.  The site was isolated from 

the community and had always underperformed, and it was FoMV’s wish to 

be involved in addressing those issues. 
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It was asked whether the Forest Centre was well used for conferences and 

teaching.  James confirmed it was well used and versatile enough to be 

considered an exemplary social enterprise model.  With more than half a 

million visitors a year, the Forest Centre was self-funded, and the park 

retained its green flag status.  

APM18/005 To receive reports and/or accounts from village/local organisations.  Reports around the table were then delivered, beginning with Borough 

Councillor John Wheeler (in his other roles): 

• FoMV Grants Committee.  He noted the committee met yearly and 

utilised revenue from the wind turbine to award grants to the local 

community and schools.  Wootton Upper School (WUS) had 

received grant funding for the creation of a garden and pond area, 

Wootton Lower School (WLS) had received grant funding to create 

a forest centre.  John confirmed grants were available for any local 

community member or school who wished to apply. 

• Robert Edward (Bob) Lunniss Charity.  John thanked both the upper 

and lower schools for their efforts in assisting with the annual 

Christmas lunch, which would again this year be a formal dinner – 

on Tuesday 4th December 2018. 

• Wootton Church and Poor’s Land Charities.  John thanked the 

parish council for continuing to pay recycling credits to the charity, 

which had helped over 20 village-based families in the past year, 

facing financial difficulty.  It was hoped once the community centre 

at Berryfields was available, it could be used as a service centre for 

bpha and Bedford Borough Council to also provide advice and 

guidance, further assisting those in need. 

 

Chris Maher then delivered his report as a Wootton Community First 

Responder.  Refer to Appendix 3.  Chris added they often arrived 2-3 

minutes ahead of the ambulance service, which on occasion had to be 

deployed from Luton or Ampthill.  It was understood their prompt arrival 

had saved at least two people as a result and offered reassurance to many 

whilst awaiting an ambulance.  Sue Playford agreed to ensure a permanent 

advertisement was included in the Wootton newsletter to advertise the 

whereabouts of the village defibrillator (on the changing room wall by the 

entrance to the recreation ground car park), as well as a poster on the 
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parish council’s Facebook page.  Additional defibrillators were also located 

at the upper school and Kimberley College and Chris agreed to meet with 

Michael Gleeson to ensure staff and students were familiar with its location 

and use.  Keith passed on his personal thanks to Chris for arriving at his 

home ahead of the ambulance service – in fact, whilst he was still on a call 

to the emergency services. 

James agreed to speak with Chris after this meeting and provide Chris with 

maps and combination codes for all FoMV sites, to allow quick access should 

a Community First Responder be deployed to a site.   

 

Michael Gleeson delivered his report for Wootton Upper School.  Refer to 

Appendix 4.  It was noted Kimberly College was located within Bedford 

Borough, which would pose no issue with two/three tier education systems. 

Michael referred to a Central Bedfordshire Council consultation over the 
Future Shape of Education in Cranfield, Marston Moreteyne and Shelton. 
Over time it is likely new schools will be required; – it is unclear whether 
central government will fund new lower and middle schools as opposed to 
primary schools. A third school - lower or primary - was anticipated as being 
required for Marston Moreteyne despite an additional ongoing consultation 
on the future of the lower school in Upper Shelton.  
 

Keith Randell then delivered his report on behalf of Wootton PPG.  Refer to 

Appendix 5.  The future of a surgery in Wootton remained uncertain, 

despite patients travelling from Cranfield and Bedford and it was 

understood surrounding villages were having the same concerns.  Borough 

Councillor John Wheeler referred to plans for a hub at Great Denham (which 

currently had no surgery provision) – with satellites remaining in other 

villages, including Wootton.  Plans for bpha to build homes on top of a new 

surgery within the village had been shelved. 

 

Malcolm Chalmers then delivered reports as follows: 

• Speed Watch.  He and his colleagues had use of a mobile speed 

indicator device (also used by Elstow, Stewartby and Houghton 

Conquest) which was used for a monthly patrol along Fields Road, 

during the early hours as heavy traffic entered and left the village 
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and children walked to school/bus stops.  An average of 500 

vehicles left via Fields Road daily and the patrol was successful at 

slowing traffic down – only 4 speeding vehicles were caught on 

each patrol.  He added Cllr Royden (Deputy Mayor & Portfolio 

Holder for Environment and Transport) was considering speed 

cameras along that area.  The patrol would move elsewhere if that 

came forward.  There was a perception buses and lorries were 

speeding through the village however the patrol had not found that 

to be the case. 

• Street Watch.  The team patrolled for an hour a time, three times a 

month, although it was quiet of late.  Although two volunteers had 

been lost from Berryfields the patrol had assisted with crossings 

outside Bedford Road lower school (which had now secured a 

replacement school crossing attendant).  Anti-social behaviour and 

attempted crime had been witnessed within the Berryfields estate 

and it was hoped additional volunteers could be recruited to 

increase patrols. 

• Wootton Good Neighbour Scheme.  Malcolm had not been asked 

to volunteer of late and was concerned residents did not 

appreciate the scheme was still in existence.  Volunteers were 

available to transport those in need to hospital/doctors’ 

appointments and help in a variety of other ways.  He agreed to 

speak to the village agent to see if an updated poster could be 

produced to increase publicity.   

He confirmed cars parked on pavements could be “carded” if 

appropriate – with a polite message reminding the owner 

pavements were for pedestrians. 

 

Emma Brett and Nikki Pettit then delivered their report on behalf of Bizzy 

Bees pre-school.  Refer to Appendix 6.  Nikki added her thanks to Borough 

Councillor Wheeler for providing ward funds to purchase ICT equipment 

including iPad Pro’s and cameras.  Fundraising was proving a popular way to 

involve parents.  Emma detailed plans to level the undercover area at the 

back of the Memorial Hall to improve drainage and added her thanks to 

Borough Councillor Wheeler and the parish council for their ongoing 
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support. 

 

The final report was delivered by Rob and Peta Stanton, on behalf of 

Wootton Baptist Church.  Refer to Appendix 7.  In the absence of other 

church representatives, Rob noted the joint works undertaken by all.  He 

added the church, being non-conformist, was self-financed.  They continued 

to allow their car park to be used by parents of the adjoining lower school – 

some of whom were incorrectly under the impression it was a public car 

park! 

 

The following reports could not be delivered in person and are attached as 

follows: 

 

• St. Mary’s Church.  Refer to Appendix 8. 

• Wootton New Life Methodist Church.  Refer to Appendix 9. 

• Wootton Tang Soo Do.  Refer to Appendix 10. 

APM18/006 General Parish Issues.  No questions concerning General Parish issues were put forward. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.53pm.
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Borough Councillor Cllr John Wheeler’s Annual Report 2017/18 

 

Email: john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk Phone: 07913409433 

Bedford Budget Council Budget 

 

• The Borough Council has agreed its budget for 2018/19.  As in previous years, demand for services is 

increasing whilst the overall resources available to the Council will remain relatively unchanged.  This has required a 

continuation of its programme of service efficiencies. 

• Bedford Borough 2020 will see the introduction of a ‘Digital Operating Model’, which is estimated to achieve 

annual savings of £10.4m by 2020 through improved technology, including more opportunities for residents to use 

‘self-service’ functions when interacting with the Council. 

• Service efficiencies totalling £3.8m will be delivered in 2018/19.  A Council Tax increase of 1.75% has been 

agreed, along with a rise of 2% in the Adult Social Care Precept.   

• The Council’s Capital Programme determines schemes for ‘one-off’ investment in schemes totalling £185.8m 

from 2017/18 to 2020/21.  This includes £19m of Government investment in traffic decongestion schemes, £5.5m in 

Disabled Facilities Grants monies from the Government to support independent living and £59m for school facilities. 

• The Council is delivering £7.8m of efficiencies in 2017/18.  As we near the end of the financial year, it is 

estimated that there will be an overall underspend of just under £1.8m.  Councillors have allocated £1m of this sum 

for improvements to roads and pavements and £0.525m for new average speed cameras. 

 

Local Plan 2035 

 

• The Council has set out preferred sites for the development of around 8000 homes to the year 2035 in its draft 

Local Plan (see the below table and www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035). 

• A key aspect of the draft submission is the selection of a new settlement to deliver around a third of the new 

homes to 2035.  Land owners and planning agents submitted 4 sites for consideration, namely: Wyboston; Colworth 

(Sharnbrook); Twinwoods (between Milton Ernest and 

Thurleigh), and; Thurleigh Airfield.  The Mayor’s draft 

Local Plan includes the Colworth site as the preferred 

settlement to deliver 2500 homes in the Local Plan 

period and up to 4500 thereafter.  It has been stated that 

a key reason for the selection of Colworth is the 

possibility of a new rail station linking the settlement 

with Bedford and London.  

• The draft Local Plan also includes 2420 homes in 

the urban area.  The adjacent table shows that a number 

of villages have been allocated sizable housing 

developments.  Given the scale of housebuilding in 

Wootton in recent years, it will not be required to 

contribute towards the Local Plan housing target. 

•  The Council’s latest consultation on its draft 

Local Plan ended on the 29th March.  Planning officers have now reviewed the responses.  Following this, the Mayor’s 

Executive will decide whether or not to make any amendments to the document.  If changes are made, there may be a 

requirement for a further round of  

mailto:john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035
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consultation.  If not, the Local Plan for submission will go to a vote of all councillors at a meeting on the 16th May.   

• If and when the Local Plan is approved by councillors, it will then be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.  

The role of the Planning Inspectorate is to make comments and, where appropriate, suggestions for modifications so 

that the Local Plan complies with national policies and legal requirements.  Local authorities are not obliged to take on 

board the views of the Planning Inspector, but doing so could assist in ensuring the Local Plan is deemed to be ‘sound’ 

should it be subject to challenge from developers in the future.  Depending on the workload of the Planning 

Inspectorate at the time of submission, it may take several months for the Council’s Local Plan to be reviewed. 

 

Transport Infrastructure 

 

• The Government has committed to an ‘expressway’ between Oxford and Cambridge which will improve 

Bedford’s eastern and western transport links.  Last year Highways England consulted on plans to reconfigure the 

Black Cat roundabout as well as providing a new dual carriageway from the Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet.  We are 

awaiting news of the preferred options. 

• The Council announced its ‘Transporting Bedford 2020’ project for £22m of decongestion schemes for Bedford 

town centre.  This has been backed with £19m of Government funds while the Council, along with contributions from 

developers, will add a further £3m.  For more information search ‘Transporting Bedford’. 

• The Chancellor’s last Budget announced that the western section of the East West Rail line from Oxford to 

Bedford will be running by 2024.  A new ‘East West Rail Company’ has been established to accelerate delivery of the 

next part of the line from Bedford to Cambridge.  The preferred route in or around Bedford has yet to be chosen.  See 

http://www.eastwestrail.org.uk/  

• It was announced by East Midlands Trains (EMT) and Govia Thameslink Railway in December that peak East 

Midlands Trains services will not stop at Bedford or Luton from May 2018 until the completion of the Midland Main 

Line upgrade in 2020.  Off peak services will continue as normal.  For information see: 

https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/bedford-changes  

 

Health and Social Care 

 

• In September Bedford Hospital and Luton & Dunstable Hospital announced their intention to merge.  A 

business case was submitted to NHS England but there has been a delay regarding the financial arrangements.  In 

particular, it will not be known until the summer as to the available Government capital funding (the merger includes 

plans for £150m of upgrades to facilities on both sites).  The Chief Executive has confirmed that key services such as 

A&E, maternity and paediatrics will be retained at Bedford Hospital. 

• The Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (BCCG), the body responsible for organising NHS services 

locally, announced in January its intention to close the Walk-In Centre (WIC) at Putnoe Surgery in Bedford from 

October 2018.  Thereafter, alternative provision will be implemented through an ‘Urgent Treatment Centre’ (UTC) 

based on the Bedford Hospital site, which will operate a ‘like for like service from the Putnoe Walk In Centre’.  It will 

also link with the Hospital’s A & E function, allowing non-emergency patients access to diagnostics should further tests 

be required, and will receive ambulances and appointments via the 111 phone service.  In addition to the UTC, the 

BCCG has expressed its intention to extend GP opening hours into evenings and weekends, giving patients more 

options to book appointments.  There is also a possibility that walk in provision will be located at Gilbert Hitchcock 

House on Kimbolton Road, Bedford, but details of this are still emerging. 

• The Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP) review is continuing to assess options to amalgamate health 

and social care in Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes.  See http://www.blmkstp.co.uk/  

http://www.eastwestrail.org.uk/
http://www.eastwestrail.org.uk/
https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/bedford-changes
https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/bedford-changes
http://www.blmkstp.co.uk/
http://www.blmkstp.co.uk/
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• The Council continues to see increased demand for adult social care with the budget for this service being set 

at £52.1m next year; a 13.7% increase since 2015/16. 

• In October, the East of England Ambulance Service Trust (EEAST) announced a new system for responding to 

calls.  See https://www.eastamb.nhs.uk/news/new-ambulance-response-standards-go-live/1913 for more 

information. 

 

Policing 

 

• A scheme tackling rural crime has been deemed a success since its inception earlier in the year.  In March, the 

Bedfordshire Police & Crime Commissioner, Kathryn Holloway, announced the establishment of Operation Sentinel 

Rural.  This has seen a team of an Inspector, Sergeant, 4 Police Constables and 4 Police Community Support Officers 

focus on rural policing issues.  In September it was reported that the since initiative was launched, the rural crime 

team has been involved in a range of operations including 900 speed checks, the seizing of 39 vehicles and carrying out 

9 arrests.  The rural crime team can be contacted via opsentinel.rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

Ward Fund 

Each year Borough Councillors are allocated a sum of money which they can use to support community schemes in 

their wards.  This year I was very pleased to make contributions from my ward fund to the following schemes in 

Wootton: 

• £2000 to Wootton Upper School, supplying laptops for students to teach elderly Wootton residents IT skills 

• £1000 to Wootton Lower School to take special educational needs and disabilities pupils and students from 

low income families to a careers event in London 

• £1712 to provide kit for the Wootton Community First Responder scheme 

• £1000 to Wootton Lower School for a summer holiday camp 

• £965 to Wootton Baptist Church to purchase 10 special chairs for elderly attendees and a new dish washer 

• £100 for the Looked After Children Awards, celebrating the achievements of Bedford Borough’s children in 

care 

• £1564 to the Bizzy Bees Pre School to purchase 2 iPads and pencils 

• £547 to Wootton Upper School to provide special lighting for the light sensory room for special educational 

needs and disabilities pupils 

• £1300 to Wootton Upper School to provide benches for a quiet area for vulnerable pupils 

• £912 to contribute towards Wootton lower  school visit by the Theatre Co. performing Jungle Book 

Did you know? 

As a Borough councillor I can advise families in Wootton with benefit, Council Tax and rent issues and put them in 

contact with the relevant departments at the Borough Council.  Along with working with local charities I can also see if 

they can help families.  Help has been given to quite a few Wootton residents recently. 

Wootton Schools 

As a Governor at both schools I have been involved with the children/ students working within the community.  For 

example, both schools have sung and helped out at the Robert Lunniss Charity lunch, giving a tea party for senior 

residents and they will be helping out at this year’s Wootton Fun Day in July.   

https://www.eastamb.nhs.uk/news/new-ambulance-response-standards-go-live/1913
mailto:opsentinel.rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:opsentinel.rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk


Appendix 1 
 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 2nd May 2018 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………                                                                  P a g e  | 11 
 
Date 17th April 2019. 
 

Phase two of Wootton Lower School will now start later on this year to be ready for September 2019 which will give 

more places to Wootton children.  The new nursery opposite the Lower School on the industrial park is going to 

planning and work should be commencing soon. 

Wootton Update 

Work is due to start in September to widen the footpath along Fields Road from Bedford Road to the new roundabout.  

There will also be a path / cycle track from the new development to the surgery via the front of the new BPHA 

apartments going to a new pedestrian crossing past the surgery joining the footpath on Fields Road. Fields Road is now 

due to be resurfaced early next year when all the gas / water pipe works have been completed. 

The Parish Council has updated the bus stops around the village using Community Infrastructure Levy monies (payable 

by developers to local communities) which enables the elderly, disabled passengers and parents with push chairs 

easier access to get on and off the buses. 

The proposed new shops at Berryfields have now gone to final planning and work should commence soon; this has 

taken longer than expected but will be a good addition to the village. 

New L.E.D. lighting has now been installed around the village by the Borough Council.  We are trying to keep up with 

the pothole situation.  Please contact the Borough Council to report these on 01234718003 or via 

https://highwaysreporting.bedford.gov.uk/  

A lot is now starting to happen in the village and I and Wootton Parish are working with developers to get the best for 

the village.  We will keep you informed of all updates. 

 

John Wheeler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://highwaysreporting.bedford.gov.uk/
https://highwaysreporting.bedford.gov.uk/
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Wootton Community First Responders 

 

Wootton Community First Responders are a team of four volunteers who respond to certain 999 calls on behalf of 

the East of England Ambulance Service. Equipped with a defibrillator and oxygen, the CFRs who live in Wootton can 

be on scene very quickly to provide lifesaving skills prior to the ambulance arriving. CFR’s respond in their own 

vehicles and must drive in accordance with the highway code but may claim exemption from some parking 

regulations. 

The team primarily cover Wootton, but can also be called to surrounding villages, such as Marston, Stewartby, 

Shelton, Cranfield and just in to Kempston. The team now have two kits and two phones, which helps us to provide 

more cover and makes life a little easier when swapping kits over. 

During 2017 the team were on duty for 2673 hours, attended 82 calls and provided clinical assistance at 64 of these 

calls (first on scene). Up until the end of March this year the team were on duty for 856 hours, attended 39 calls and 

provided clinical assistance at 36 of these calls. At present the majority of our team work office hours or similar, as 

such we typically have someone on duty almost every evening and overnight, then normally the majority of the 

weekends are covered around the clock. 

 

Wootton Defibrillator 

 

In addition to being the CFR team coordinator, I also carry out monthly checks on the defibrillator located at the 

village hall on Church Rd. In the last year the pads and battery have both been replaced, so the unit if healthy and 

ready to go. The defibrillator hasn’t been deployed since I’ve been looking at it. However, whilst recently attending a 

CFR call a local resident who made the 999 call told me the 999 operator had asked him if he could get the local 

defibrillator as a precaution, but he was unaware that there was one in the village, fortunately I arrived on scene as 

the operator was explaining the location to him. 

The defibrillator is location within a secure box and the code to the box will be given by the 999 operator. 
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Report on Wootton Upper School for Wootton Parish General Meeting  

Wednesday 2nd May 2018 
 

The last twelve months have been very positive for the upper school; the school 

achieved amongst the very best GCSE results in Bedfordshire. GCSE English and GCSE 

Science results were the best in Bedfordshire. Schools and academies are now partly 

judged on a measure called Progress 8. The school achieved a score of 0.13; this was 

the second highest in Bedford Borough – behind Sharnbrook and higher than all 

Central Bedfordshire Schools. In November the school was inspected by Ofsted and 

was judged good, having previously been judged as requires improvement in 2015. 

We are now determined to continue to build on this grading in our “pursuit of 

excellence”.  

Most Sixth Form teaching is based at Kimberley College. The college also had a very 

good year; once again it was listed as one of the top 20 sixth form colleges in the UK 

in the Sunday Times List of Colleges with the highest proportion of students gaining 

at least 2 A and 1 B grades at A level in facilitating subjects. 

In sport, the current Year 11 rugby team won their county tournament for the third 

year running. In the arts, the production of the “In the Heights” played to packed 

houses in Wootton before it went on tour to Bremen last November.  

The school continues to seek to improve and develop further its links with the local 

community; we look forward to another Senior Citizens Tea Party in the summer 

term and enjoyed the opportunity to provide entertainment at the Bob Lunnis 

afternoon tea in the autumn.   

Links with other schools in the area are strong; we have worked hard to create 

strong working relationships with the new Headteachers at Holywell and Marston 

Vale and were delighted by the Ofsted Report that Holywell received. We were also 

delighted to congratulate Wootton Lower on its excellent Ofsted outcome. As a 

family of schools this year we have been working as a group to produce common 

approaches to how we maximise pupil attendance in our schools. We have also 

started working together to support pupils who are designated as disadvantaged. 

These are really positive developments and the collective expertise the schools bring 

together is helping all of us individually.  

Almost £1m was spent during the year refurbishing the school’s science laboratories 

which were desperate need of improvement. Much of this money came from Section 

106 [S106] funding from Central Bedfordshire Council, but a small proportion was 

funded by S106 Bedford Borough Council funding. The Academy Trust has also spent 
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its own money in improving security of the site; the new exterior fence and gates 

have massively improved safety on the site. 

The new footpath at the front of the school and the puffin crossing are great 

improvements in terms of securing pupil and adult safety. Thank you to all those in 

the village who have supported this development. 

The school has developed links with the housing developments providing information 

on Wootton Upper School and copies of our brochures and newsletters at each sales 

office. We greatly value the opportunities the village offers us to communicate with 

villagers including Wootton News and also to attend the annual general meeting of 

the Parish Council. 

In terms of wider strategic change, the Trust consulted on whether it should have 

two-points of entry from 2019. A report has been written following the consultation. 

The Trust has delayed a decision as it is clear that it makes more sense to ensure any 

change, if made, takes place – where possible – in co-ordination with other schools in 

the Wootton, Marston and Cranfield area. Regular meetings with these schools Head 

teachers and Governing Bodies are taking place.  

After detailed consideration the Trust has determined NOT to merge with Sharnbrook 

Academy Federation but remain an independent Multi Academy Trust. In April, the 

chair of the Trust, Simon O’Toole, stood down, as did Professor Tom Stephenson, Pro 

Vice Chancellor at Cranfield University. Iain Sibbald, Cranfield University’s Director 

of Finance, is the new Cranfield Trustee. The new chair of the board is Peter 

Haddon, until recently Head of Holywell Middle School. 

Our Local Governing Body [LGB] has gone from strength to strength and we are very 

fortunate to have a number of Wootton residents on that body to both support and 

challenge the school. Cllr John Wheeler is the vice chair of the LGB; Tracy Corby is 

our Special Educational Needs Link Governor; Lesley Noble, who is a secondary 

trained English teacher is one of our parent governors. 

Applications for places at the school are buoyant; 304 offers of places have been 

made for Year 9 in September. 276 children are in the current Year 9 and 293 in the 

current Year 10. Applications for Year 12 at Kimberley College are in excess of 450; 

this is likely to lead to 325 pupils starting Year 12 [quite a lot of pupils apply to 

several colleges]. There are 232 pupils in the current Year 12; therefore, if normal 

retention rates are followed there will be approximately 215 pupils in Year 13 from 

September 2018. 

In terms of next steps, we are keen to discuss with other groups in the village how 

we can work even more closely together for the benefit of all Wootton children and 

village residents. We are also keen to strengthen further our links with other schools. 

More immediately, we are working hard to recruit staff for September. There is a 
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very real recruitment crisis which is not being written about in the press at the 

moment. 

In conclusion, Wootton Academy Trust would like to express its thanks to the Parish 

Council and many other individuals in the village for all their support and interest 

both in Wootton Upper School and also Kimberley College. 

M. Gleeson 

2nd May 2018 
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PPG Annual Report for Parish Council 2018 

 

The PPG has had a difficult year. Following the very sudden and unexpected 

death of our chairperson, Val Illingworth, we decided we had to try and keep 

going in her memory. With that in mind we still attended the Fun Fest, holding 

a bric-a-brac stall along with our usual quiz which always seems to be popular. 

Thank you to the Funfest committee as it is always a great day when all the 

village can get out and meet one another. 

During the year we have had some people join and then leave the committee 

for personal reasons so have struggled to maintain our monthly meetings. We 

agreed to meet bi-monthly but with so many changes happening in the NHS 

we have now resumed our monthly meetings plus recruited three new 

members.  

Our patient numbers have now reached over 6500 and climbing because of the 

new builds happening around the surgery. The prefab is showing its age but 

any chance of getting a permanent build keeps getting pushed back because of 

funding and NHS changes. As soon as we think we are getting answers the 

goalposts get moved again so we have no idea at present what the future of 

the surgery will be. We would welcome any support from the parish council in 

helping to keep a surgery in Wootton. 
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Since the last annual WPC meeting we have been very busy here at Bizzy 

Bees Pre-School we have a new management team consisting of Nikki an 

experienced Manger who relocated from Brighton, Jo Hazel has 

progressed to deputy Manger after being with Bizzy Bees for over 9 

years and Tracy Jones is now our Admin Manager keeping everything 

running smoothly in the office. 

 

Bizzy Bees is a charity managed by our management team and a committee 

of trustees (mostly made up of parents), we would also welcome trustees 

from within our community to join.  

 

Last summer we fixed the guttering in our undercover area and WPC 

fixed the broken tiles on the roof so we now it is watertight again, we 

plan to continue to improve our outside area by re-skimming the concrete 

floor to alleviate the water pooling that occurs, repainting the metal posts 

and look to see what changes can be made to our enclosed outside garden 

area. 

 

Our Scarecrow festival last October was really successful, raising over 

£600 profit for the pre-school.  We loved the support we got from all 

the whole community with entries from Wootton Lower School, Forest 

School, Sheldon Lower School, WI, Boys Brigade, Girl’s Brigade, 

Pathfinders to name a few, attendance from the whole village was 

amazing, we hope our next one planned for 13th October this year is just 

as successful, we would like to continue to expand this by asking for 

entries from the upper school and middles schools and reaching out 

further in the community and doing individual winner again. (it is not to 

earlier to start planning your entry!) 

 

In January we closed Bizzy Bees as a charity and transferred to Bizzy 

Bees CIO affording all the committee members better financial 

protection, as a CIO the charity itself can enter into contracts rather 

than the committee members directly taking that financial responsibility. 

This took a lot of hard work and involved re-registering with Ofsted and 

many other things. 

 



Appendix 6 
 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 2nd May 2018 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………                                                                  P a g e  | 26 
 
Date 17th April 2019. 
 

Our Easter Eggstravgansa in March raised just under £500 profit we had 

guest appearances from Wycombe petting farm and our Easter egg hunt. 

 

Look out for us at the May fayre and Wootton Funfest. Our new mascot 

Phoebe Bee should be making an appearance! 

 

Thank you to both the MHC & WPC supporting us in our many requests for 

post boxes, approval of signage and working hard to get the floor done it 

looks amazing.  We are looking forward to coming back after the summer 

holidays when the inside of the hall will be repainted. 
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Report for Wootton Parish Council meeting - Wednesday 2nd May 2018. 
 
 

Last year was the 182nd year of the church being built, and the 192nd year of the Baptist Church in 
Wootton. 
 
We still believe and preach the same principals of the Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ as are set out 
in the original Trust Deed of the Church set out in 1836. 
 
Our congregations have increased during the year and we again have a small Sunday School each 
week at the same time as the morning service. Unusually for this day and age we still have a well-
attended Evening Service. 

 
The young people’s work is still thriving but not large.  In it we have fun and games and craft work, 
some refreshments as the children come straight from school. It always includes a Bible story with 
the use of a computer. 
 
We have recently done two courses called 'Christianity Explored' and Life Explored' which have resulted in several 
new people coming to the Church.  It has been a good year for the Church, and we feel greatly  
blessed and encouraged and hope that this new year will see further growth in the Church. 
 
The Coffee Morning still continues weekly on Tuesday mornings and about 30-40 people come each 
week.  Many of them have no church connections and like to come and have refreshments and more 
importantly to meet with other people to chat and get up to date with what is happening in the 
village. It is a good place for new people to meet the village people. 
 
We have a few empty seats still on Sundays, and as it is a place for Public Worship, you are all invited to 
come and join us any time you wish. 
 
I would just like to acknowledge the help that John Wheeler has given us in supplying us with some new arm            
chairs for the church. (They are not for sleeping in) We have some older people who find it easier to get up from an  
arm chair than an ordinary chair. Thank you. 
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At St. Mary’s we have had a busy and exciting year! 

 

In June we ran a weekend of events for the whole village called STORY.  We had chat show style 

evenings, we gave away a lot of pastries and smoothies to the students of Wootton Upper on their 

way to school, we had an afternoon tea party, a BBQ and lots more. 

 

We have various regular events running which we hope provide something for everyone.  Our Lunch 

Club for the 50’s and over meets monthly on a Monday lunchtime, with around 60-70 people 

attending for a hot meal and friendship.  Just after Easter we held a two day event for the same age 

group again with 70 people spending the day together eating, making crafts, researching family trees 

and lots more! 

 

We also run lots of events for young people and this year are once again looking forward to our 

Summer Holiday Club on 21-24 August called ‘The Heroes Academy’ – think all things superhero!  

We usually have around 100 children attending and have a great week of all sort of games, silliness 

and Bible teaching.  

 

Our Wrigglers group runs each Monday morning for parents and toddlers.  We also have a monthly 

group for dad’s and their 0-12 year olds. 

 

A month ago our Middle School aged children’s group, called Pathfinders, went away for three 

nights, this is always the highlight of the Pathfinders year.  This year the theme was the Wild West.   

We have just celebrated Easter with great thankfulness for our risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

If you can think of any ways in which we can support the villagers of Wootton, we’d love to know. 

 

Diane Murray 

(on behalf of St. Mary’s Wootton PCC) 
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Wootton Tang Soo Do (Karate) 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my thanks to the Village Hall Committee for the 

use of such a great facility. I have been in charge of running the club since September 2017, 

but have experience of visiting the facility over the past 10 years or so and on each occasion 

I have found it to be very clean and well maintained. You may be shocked to know that 

some facilities I have trained in are visibly clean, however, on using, prove to be grubby and 

dirty. 

 

My booking provides people with an opportunity to get physically fit, meet new people, 

have fun, but most importantly learn new skills that could protect them. A large proportion 

of class attendees are Wootton locals and I am very proud to serve the community in a small 

way, despite living in Bromham😊.  The class runs well and I have a number of senior belt 

helpers who live in Wootton, the proximity of a spacious car parking facility is a real bonus 

as my students often have large bags to carry with all of the associated protective gear 

required to undertake martial arts training.   

 

As most of you will hopefully know, most martial arts train barefoot, this is where the 

cleanliness of the facility is paramount. On many occasions, in different halls, I have left with 

a filthy uniform from exercising on the floor and extremely dirty feet. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank the caretaking and cleaning staff for taking excellent care of the 

facility and providing us with a clean and well maintained training facility. We were lucky 

enough to take part in the Wootton Fun Day last year and some of our members laid a 

wreath at the Remembrance Parade. I hope to maintain a productive relationship with the 

committee for many years to come.   

 

Very best wishes  

Pat Bradley  

Wootton Tang Soo Do 


