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Cemetery and Churchyards Risk Assessment

Assessment conducted by the Clerk to the Council and Clir Wheeler — June 2024 and the Clerk to the Council on 25" April 2025

Guidance used: ICCM: https://www.iccm-uk.com/iccm/wp-content/library/iccm MM%20Policy%20Final%2008%202019.pdf

Assessed Risk: Cemeteries and Churchyards

Assessed by: The Clerk to the Council
and Clir Wheeler

Date: June 2024 and April 2025

SEVERITY OF HARM -

NEGLIGIBLE

Superficial injuries, minor cuts, and

MODERATE

Minor fractures or ill health leading to

SEVERE

Multiple injuries, major fractures,

bruises minor disability fatalities
LIKELIHOOD OF HARM ¥
IMPROBABLE SLIGHT TOLERABLE MODERATE
POSSIBLE TOLERABLE MODERATE _
FREQUENT MODERATE SUBSTANTIAL INTOLERABLE
Nature of Hazard? Who might be harmed | Actions already in place | Further actions required | Action to be taken by Further Date
and how? to manage this risk? whom? actions by completed
when?
Injury caused by traffic accidents Contractors (including but | Vehicle entrance gates are None Clerk to the Council Ongoing Ongoing
(including but not limited to ride not limited to) Cemetery kept locked at all times to (signage
on grass cutting equipment, grave Caretaker, Funeral restrict access to Lorraine outcome
digging equipment, hearses and Directors, Grave Diggers, Road Cemetery (a depending)
visitor vehicles) Memorial Stonemasons pedestrian gate is not
locked). Both Churchyards
do not lend themselves to
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Parish Council unauthorised vehicular Cemetery Caretaker, Funeral Cemetery Caretaker, Ongoing Ongoing
employees/representatives | access and only authorised Directors, Grave Diggers Funeral Directors and
vehicles are permitted to should follow their own risk Grave Diggers
Visitors/mourners enter assessments in order to
protect employees and
public
Injury caused by operating Contractors (including but Parish Council will ensure Parish Council will ensure Clerk to the Council Ongoing Ongoing
equipment (including but not not limited to) Cemetery only competent valid public liability
limited to grave digging Caretaker, Funeral contractors/operatives are insurances are held in
machinery, grass and hedge Directors, Grave Diggers, used relation to all contracted
cutting tools and equipment used Memorial Stonemasons operatives.
for the erection of memorials)
Parish Council Third party operatives Third Party Operatives Ongoing Ongoing
employees/representatives (including but not limited to
Funeral Directors, Grave
Visitors/mourners Diggers and Memorial
Stonemasons) must hold
their own valid public liability
insurances
Injury caused by excavations Contractors (including but Parish Council will ensure Third party operatives Third Party Operatives Ongoing Ongoing
and/or ground works not limited to) Cemetery only competent (including but not limited to
Caretaker, Funeral contractors/operatives are Funeral Directors, Grave
Directors, Grave Diggers, used Diggers and Memorial
Memorial Stonemasons Stonemasons) must follow
their own Health and Safety
Parish Council measures
employees/representatives
Visitors/mourners
Infectious Diseases caused by Funeral Directors, Grave Parish Council will ensure Funeral Directors, Grave Funeral Directors, Grave Ongoing Ongoing

movement of soil during the grave
digging process

Diggers, Memorial
Stonemasons

only competent
contractors/operatives are
used

Diggers and Memorial
Stonemasons must follow
their own Health and Safety
measures — alongside any

Diggers, Memorial
Stonemasons and next
of kin (ashes plots
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Next of kin preparing ashes
plots ahead of interment

Next of kin must take a
common-sense approach

next of kin who prepare
ashes plots ahead of

preparation only)

when handling soil interment
Chemical burns/breathing in of Cemetery Caretaker The Cemetery Caretaker is Cemetery Caretaker must Cemetery Caretaker Ongoing Ongoing
chemical fumes as part of any the only operative allowed follow their own COSHH
weed killing procedure to use weed killer within (Control of Substances
the cemetery/churchyards | Hazardous to Health)/Health
and are only permitted to and Safety measures
use a
Glyphosate/Phosphate-
free version
Injury caused by cemetery Contractors (including but Parish Council will ensure None Clerk to the Council Ongoing Ongoing
footpaths not limited to) Cemetery checks are carried out
Caretaker, Funeral periodically and during the
Directors, Grave Diggers, Risk Assessment review
Memorial Stonemasons
Parish Council
employees/representatives
Visitors/mourners
Injury/damage to memorials, Contractors (including but Parish Council carries out Any issues that arise Clerk to the Council Ongoing Ongoing
persons or property caused by not limited to) Cemetery an annual tree inspection between annual inspections
falling/overhanging trees Caretaker, Funeral at all sites are notified to the Parish
Directors, Grave Diggers, Council’s arboriculturist at
Memorial Stonemasons the earliest opportunity
Parish Council
employees/representatives
Visitors/mourners
Injury caused by damaged/falling Contractors (including but Grass is cut regularly to All issues raised are notified Clerk to the Council Ongoing Ongoing

memorials and/or kerbing

not limited to) Cemetery
Caretaker, Funeral

ensure kerbing/laid down

to the Leisure and Amenities
Committee as soon as
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Directors, Grave Diggers,
Memorial Stonemasons

Parish Council
employees/representatives

Visitors/mourners

memorials are visible

A Risk Assessment and
Topple Testing procedure
are both periodically
carried out in accordance
with ICCM Guidance

practicable and in line with
ICCM Guidance. Where
necessary the Clerk to the
Council will seek guidance
from an accredited Memorial
Stonemason ahead of
notifying the Leisure and
Amenities Committee

The most recent Topple
Testing procedure was
carried out in June 2024 and
can be referenced at
Appendix One
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